Editorial 



Is DVD Dead? 



L ast issue, "Infinite Channels" 
columnist Melissa Perenson prepared 
a glowing report on the DVD (Digital 
Versatile Disc) future. In order to com- 
petently copy-edit her report without intro- 
ducing errors or oversimplifications, I had to 
throw myself into quite a bit of research. It 
was while conducting that research, that I 
became aware of plans to incorporate a copy- 
right-protection chip in the new devices, 
which, along with plans for the "parental 
control" technology of the V-chip, became 
the subject of my last editorial. 

Before that editorial even reached the 
newsstands, a computer industry lobby 
group, the Information Technology Industry 
Council, banded together specifically for the 
purpose of preventing the piracy chip 
scheme from going forward as planned. 

Since the replacement of CD-ROM by 
DVD is an essential part of plans for the new 
format, DVD development has been stalled 
while all the manufacturers and content 
providers concerned seek an agreement on a 
less-intrusive form of copy-protection. At 
this writing, the stalemate has lasted for over 
twm months. 

The delay may turn out to be fatal to the 
format, as other inexpensive mass-storage 
technologies will almost certainly be on the 
horizon by the time of DVD's release, and 
probably won't be crippled by copy-protec- 
tion schemes. And it's a shame — a single 
format for digital storage of music, video and 
computer data would make great sense, and 
would have richly rewarded the show busi- 
ness industry by renewing the value of their 
back-libraries. It seems the industry may 
have shot itself in the foot by worrying over 
the minor loss of revenue caused by home 
recording. (Copy protection only combats 
home recording, since the major bootleggers 
use the same professional equipment that the 
manufacturers use.) 

DVD may end up an exact replay of the 
introduction of Digital Audio Tape (DAT). 
The music industry delayed DAT's intro- 
duction by successfully demanding legisla- 
tive remedies to a non-existent bootlegging 
threat. Because of its late launch, DAT never 
got the attention that it deserved. It's just 
plain foolish for big business to treat con- 
sumers — ultimately, the source of all funds 
in the business — as if they all were thieves. 

The distance between New York, 
New York and the town of Herndon, Vir- 
ginia, as the crow flies, is 216 miles (348 
km). New York's elevation is 54 feet; Hern- 



don is 365 feet above sea level — so the trip 
is uphill all the way. 

Editing a magazine in Herndon when you 
reside in New York is no easy task. A few 
years ago, it would have been impossible, 
but — thanks largely to the Internet — we've 
managed to get it done over the last few 
years, and a few people even think we've 
done rather a good job at it. But SEE's con- 
tinued growth is going to require a full-time, 
on-the-premises editor. And, though I am 
sure that it is a fine place, I am not inclined 
to relocate to Herndon. 

So the baton is passed to Scott Edelman, 
who, until recently, was also a remote editor, 
handling Science Fiction Age from his home 
in Damascus, Maryland. Scott is already 
ensconced in the Herndon offices, where 
both magazines are actually designed and 
assembled, and has done a great deal of 
work on this extra-thick issue, handling 
many of the last-minute deadline duties, 
while I have struggled with the question of 
how to say goodbye. 

I'm not saying goodbye to you readers; 
we'll see one another in these pages on an 
equally regular basis, as I'll certainly con- 
tinue the "Future Shock" column, and will 
be writing features as well. But when you 
edit a magazine, it's easy to become as 
attached as parent and child. Many people 
have told me how much they'd like to have 
a job like mine; well, starting tomorrow. I'll 
be able to say the same thing. 

While it saddens me to pass my "baby" on 
to other hands, I have every reason to be 
optimistic about its well-being. I've said 
before that Sovereign Media's commitment 
to science fiction and fantasy literature in our 
sister magazines, SF Age and Realms of Fan- 
tasy, is part of what sets this company apart 
from publishers who put out movie maga- 
zines solely to exploit the genre. Scott's expe- 
rience as a fiction editor and lifelong fan will 
certainly enhance that strength. And it may 
well turn out that my best service to this 
magazine will be as a contributing writer. 

By the time you receive this magazine, I 
will be residing in Los Angeles, at least tem- 
porarily. It shames me to admit this, but in 
twenty years of writing about film, I have 
never set foot in that fabled city. Certainly 
being in the film capital, as Scott's "senior 
associate whatever" (we've yet to work out 
a title). I'll be better able to gather news and 
gain access for our film coverage. So stick 
with us, the best is yet to be! 

Ed Flixman [a.k.a. Robert Martini 
flixman@worldnet.att.net 
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SCIENCE FICTION 

CONTINUUM 

THE BEST PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE FOR VIDEOS! 



X FILES!! THREE NEW VOLUMES Available 9/24 
$14.99 each BUY ALL THREE FOR $30 
#4 - SQUEEZE/ TOOMS 
#5- BEYOND THE SEA/EBE 
#6 DARKNESS FALLS/ ERLENMEYER FLASK 

Don't forget these exciting titles! $14.99 ea $30 for all three! 

#1: PILOT/ DEEP THROAT #2: COWDUIT/ICE #3: FAUEN AWGEL/EVE 




NEW DOCTOR WHO AVAILABLE EARLY SEPTEMBER! 



RIBOS OPERATION (Tom Baker) 
PIRATE PLANET (Tom Baker) 

POWER OF KROLL (Tom Baker) 
ARMAGEDDON FACTOR (Tom Baker) 
SNAKEDANCE (Peter Davison) 
SURVIVAL (Sylvester McCoy) 



All are $19.99 each 
BUY ALL SIX FOR $102 
including shipping!* 
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NEW LOW 
PRICE!! 



James □□□han of 
Star Trek stars in 
this exciting hnrrer/ 
murder mystery 
about an unsolved 
string of murders 
and a psychic who 
can see how and 
when people will die! 
The initial release 
version of this tape 
will contain behind- 
the-scenes foot- 
age and trailers! 
Now only $19.99 




I WAS A DOCTOR WHO 
MONSTER! 

Take a nostalgic look at the glory days 
of the program in a tribute to its un- 
sung heros - the guys in the monster 
suits! Ever wonder what it’s like in- 
side a Dalek? How, exactly, do you 
portray a Fish Person? $24.99 



THE DOCTORS: 30 YEARS 
OF TRAVEL AND BEYOND 

This independently produced program 
includes specially shot interviews with 
Sylvester McCoy, Peter Davison, Colin 
Baker, and Jon Pertwee. See behind- 
the-scenes home movie footage from ad- 
ventures such as The Smugglers, The 
Abominable Snowman, The Daemons, 
and Shada! 60 min SP $24.99 



Download our complete and updated catalogue free from our website 
http://www.sfcontinuum.com/sjvideo * Call Toll Free To Order 1 -(800)232-6002 

VHSonly except where other formats are specifically noted. We accept Mastercard, Visa, & American Express. NoCOD's. We accept U.S. currency only! Shipping 
for Continental USA 1 tape-$4.50, 2tapes-$6, $1.50eachadd’l tape. AK, HI, PR, and Canada call for ship charge, *When shipping is included in the price, this applies 
toshipments within the continental USA only. AK,HI,&PRmustadd$6tothe price NJ residents mustadd6% sales tax. Outside of USA&Canada call (908)755- 
2331. We ship by UPS and can not ship to PO Boxes . We can ship to APO ' s and FPO ' s. Three to six weeks for delivery . 

^ Send $1 for a catalogue. Mailto: S&JProductions POBoxlS4 Colonia, N.J.07Q67 Dealer Inquiries welcome 
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Dear Sir, 

I thought it about time that you received 
some correspondence from the U.K., so here 
goes. I must congratulate you on a fine pub- 
lication. I admit that I came across your mag- 
azine quite by chance, but as I read through 
its pages I foimd it both colourful and infor- 
mative, with many enjoyable features and 
surprises; such a welcome change from some 
of your drab and dreary competitors. 

Keep up the good work; and please can you 
give Babylon 5 a lot more coverage? What with 
its ever-more-intricate and intriguing plot- 
lines and story-arcs, it will be interesting to see 
how closely, in the remaining two seasons, the 
series "shadows" Tolkien's The Lord Of The 
Rings — assuming Straczynski is allowed to 
continue the series to its conclusion. 

Thank you for your time in reading this 
letter — and live long and prosper! 

Stuart Davison. 
Birmingham, UK 

Dear Sci-Fi Entertainment: 

Is it true?? Has the SF Channel really 
picked up the Earth 2 episodes? If so, do you 
have any idea when we can look for them? 

Many thanks. 

Carolyn Ahrens 
NY, NY 

Both Earth 2 and Seaquest DSV have been 
acquired. The programming department hasn't 
placed them in the schedule as yet, and we're told 
they won't be until “1997 or ‘98." In the mean- 
time, enjoy the oft-requested series V, which was 
recently introduced to the schedule. 

Dear Folks, 

I want to express my great pleasure upon 
reading that the Sci-Fi Channel has picked 
up series Mystery Science Theater 3000. You've 
done a great service, and not only to your 
viewing public; you've also saved the show's 
stars from worldng at a humbling fast food 
joint! MST3K has always shown good taste in 
the movies they make fun of, and it will fit in 
with your other light-hearted fare like Lost in 
Space when it begins next February. 

Joe "Cujo" Williams 
Austin,TX 

Dear Ed, 

HeOo! First I would like to say how grate- 
ful I am that someone had enough sense to 
create the Sci-Fi Channel. What a great place 
to stay! Everything I grew up with — from 
Buck Rogers to Steve Austin — right there 
where I want them. You don't know how 
glad I was to finally see Starbuck and Apollo 
after all there years! 

Second, What a Great Magi! SF Entertain- 



ment is tops, with everything I need to know 
and want to know! 

Third, I love the Dominion. I have made 
that my Home Page on the Net, so when I 
log on, there you are! 

Ok, finally, 1 have this idea that's been 
brewing in my head for a while. Why not 
have a Japanese Sci-Fi Sunday (morning) 
with those cool shows like Ultra Man, Ultra 
7, Spectre Man, the Space Giants. Maybe a lit- 
tle bit of Godzilla thrown in there... 

Speaking of which thanks for the Godzilla 
run in the Channel! 1 really get into those 
monsters beating each other up! 

Are you going to try to grab Babylon 5 
reruns? And will you show all seasons of For- 
ever Knight {Nick is not dead!!!) 

Thanks again!!!! 

Kevin Parrish 
<exfileme@isaac.net> 

Kevin, Turner Broadcasting is planning a run 
o/Babylon-5 on TNT after the series' conclusion, 
hut you can expect us to pay careful attention to 
the show's rights situation thereafter. And yes, we 
will be showing the full run o/ Forever lOiight. 

Dear Sci-Fi Entertainment, 

My husband and I want to thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts for picking up Mys- 
tery Science Theater 30001 It's a wonderful 
show that will fit perfectly on the Sci-Fi 
Channel! We're already regular Sci-Fi view- 
ers, thanks to great shows like Dark Shadows, 
Quantum Leap, The Night Stalker, and Forever 
Knight. By picking up MST3K, you've given 
us one more reason to keep our TV tuned to 
the Sci-Fi Channel! Thanks again! 

Sincerely, 

Trudi Rosenblum 
(TrudiRose@aol.com) 

Greetings! 

Have I mentioned recently that I love your 
mag? Yours is the only magazine that I read 
every word of. Keep up the great work! 

I was just reading The Crow: City of Angels 
article in your July/ August issue. The cap- 
tion for one of the photos states that Mia Sara 
plays the part of Sarah, yet in the text of arti- 
cle itself it is stated that Mia Kirschner has 
that role. Which is it? 

the Tripper 
Milwaukee, W1 

As the whole world surely knows by now, Mia 
Kirschner plays Sarah. If the character had been 
named Kirschner, on the other hand.... 

Dear Sci-Fi Entertainment, 

While your article on Independence Day 
conveyed that producer Dean Devlin is a lik- 



able and reasonable man, there was little in 
the piece that addressed what, for me, was 
the real issue of the film. 

I knew before attending the cinema that 
this picture was not tailored to my particular 
tastes; however, my abiding interest in space 
and other civilizations demanded my atten- 
dance. And I of course wound up squirming 
in my seat, quite uncomfortable throughout 
the film. 

I might have enjoyed the film's heroics, 
had they not been exercised at the expense 
of our Space Brothers. 

Especially at this important juncture in our 
history, we must do all we can to promote 
positive feeling among ourselves and our 
neighbors in the galaxy. Any competent 
study of scripture and history reveals that we 
are on the eve of a Great Rejoining; at such an 
auspicious time, some fear is only human. 
But the coming Times may call for us to be a 
great deal more than that. 

Truly, any anything is possible for us. As 
we face the end of the Millennium, wouldn't 
it serve us better if Hollywood were to imag- 
ine humanity evolving into angels of Light, 
rather than as the combative creatures of the 
Dark, a role that we have played for approx- 
imately 2000 years. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerry Took 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Dear SFE, 

I hate to judge a movie before I see it, but 
your article about The Crow 2 set me off I How 
can the director say he's out to do something 
"different" from the first film when: 

1. The plot is identical in structure, and 
even in event, though details differ; and 
2. Vincent Perez's makeup, clothes and 
general appearance seem to have been 
made as much like the late Brandon Lee's 
as possible! 

This would sound to me like a terrific 
movie — if I hadn't seen it already! 

I'm not one of those people who feel that a 
sequel couldn't be made without Lee. In fact, 
I think a great series would be a tribute to the 
high standards set by a lot of people, and 
particularly Brandon, in the first one. But I 
do not feel the same way about a remake. 

I really do hope I turn out to be wrong. 
Siobhan Therez Comisky 
White Plains, NY 



We often cannot reply to our mail personally, 
but by all means write to Sci-Fi Entertainment, 
441 Carlisle Drive, Herndon, VA 22070. E-mail 
has a better chance of receiving a reply; reach us 
at 75663.2701@compuserve.com. Be sure to visit 
the Dominion at http://www.scifi.com. 
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ATTENTION COLLECTORS: 




Don't miss this 
chance to 
celebrate the 
30th anniversary 
of Star Trek®. 
Send for your 
introductory 
video today! 



Mail Today or Call Toll Free 1-800-538-7766 dept. 6G3 

Mail To: Columbia House Video Library, Dept. 6G3, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811. 
Yes! I want to be part of the Star Trek® 30lh Anniversary Celebration. Please send me "THE MENAGERIE" for 
$4.95 plus $3.59 shipping and handling and enter my subscriptien to Star Trek®: The Collector's Edition. Also, 
send me future shipments in the series every 4-6 weeks. I'll have 10 days te preview each shipment risk-free. 
Any shipments I decide to keep are mine tor just $19.95 each plus shipping and handling tor video, or $29.95 
each plus shipping and handling for laserdisc. It I do not choose to keep my first shipment. I will return it within 
10 days tor a full refund or a credit to my charge account and be under no further obligation. 

Important: Send my episodes on (check one onlyl O Videocassette (VHS| O Laserdisc 
Check method of payment: 

O Charge this and future series purchases to my credit card: DRJ 

O AMEX O MasterCard O VISA O Diners Club O Discover 

Acct. No. __ Exp. Date / 



Sjgnat^e 

O My check is enclosed for $4.95 plus $3.59 shipping and handling DRH 

(total is $8.54), plus applicable sales tax made payable to Columbia House Video Library. 

O Bill me DRK 

Phone Number ( ) Age (38) 

OMr OMfs OMs 
Name (please print) 



In honor of the 30th anniversary of Star Trek®, 
Columbia House Video Librory has collected 
every episode of this milestone series into an 
exclusive Collector's Edition video series. And 
now you can own your first 2-hour videocassette 
or laserdisc for just $4.95 plus shipping 
and handling! 



Just mail your order coupon today, and we'll 
send you "The Menagerie", the classic 2-part 
episode that gives us a glimpse of the U.S.S. 
Enterprise™ before James T. Kirk was its captain. 



All episodes in Star Trek®: The Collector's 
Edition have been produced from the finest 
masters available, 
and are presented uncut 
and without interruption. 
And each videocassette is 
sent to you in a unique 
library-style case featuring 
episode photos and descriptions. 



Take 10 days to preview "The Menagerie" 
risk-free. Keep it, and every 4 to 6 weeks, 
we'll send you another 2-episode Star Trek®: 
The Collector's Edition video which is yours to 
preview for 10 days without risk. There is no 
minimum number of videos to buy, and you 
may cancel at any time. 




STAR TREK is a registered trademark and related marks are 
trademarks of Paramount Pictures. All Rights Reserved. 

TM & Copyright ©1996 Paramount Pictures. All Rights 
Reserved. ©1996 ITie Columbia House Company. 



Address/Apt. 



Cit y/$tat e/Zip 

All applications subject to review Columbia House reserves the right to request additional information, to reject any application or to 
cancel any membership Canadian residents will be serviced from Toronto, offer may vary Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 
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Future Shock 



The Borgs set out to assimilate ticket buyers 
in Star Treks eighth big screen epic. 

By Robert Martin 




ARK AND WEIRD SEEMS TO BE the high-profile trend for the year's end; and, 
of course, among this pack is the film pitting Trek's Next Generation crew against 
the mighty Borg. This July, we had a correspondent poised to visit that film's set, 
when suddenly Paramount brass made an about-face and closed the previ- 



ously-open set to all press with exception of the studio's own Entertainment Tonight crew. 





Who knows if it's related, but at the very same time, let- 
ters from Paramount's friendly law staff went out to sev- 
eral maintainers of Star Trek "fan pages" on the World 
Wide Web, concerning the same story synopsis for Star 
Trek VIII that was circulating a year ago, as we reported 



at the time. The spoiler pages, each containing the same 
detailed synopsis, quickly disappeared. But the synopsis 
itself has gotten even wider distribution 
thanks to all this attention, as it is now 
being regularly reposted to the Star Trek 
newsgroups — which still have a much 
wider readership than most web pages. 

Of course, the creative folk behind 
Star Trek can't really be faulted for the 
tone of Paramount's lawyers, who 
understandably feel a need to defend 
the most profitable SF franchise in his- 
tory. But we do remember that, for 
many of the Roddenberry years, "fan 
liaison" Susan Sackett often managed to 
resolve copyright-questionable situa- 
tions to everyone's satisfaction — for a 
lot less pay than the typical studio 
lawyer. Of course, that was well before 



the Internet, which some Trek officials seem to believe is 
is the modern-day manifestation of the Borg. Resistance, 
however, is futile. They ivill be assimilated ... 

Lucasfilm had its own Internet incident a little while 
ago, when a script entitled Indiana Jones and the Sons of 
Darkness could be sighted here and there. Though they 
denied its legitimacy, Lucasfilm requested that the script 
be removed from public areas. If the long-awaited fourth 
Indie Jones film ever is made, and if it has much to do 
with Noah's ark, then it may be that the script was the 
real thing after all. 

And of course it's peak time for Star Wars rumors, now 
that Lucas and Company are well into preproduction. 
Some suggest that the Lucasfilm project Red Tails is a 
cover project for the first in the new trilogy; others are 
reviving the old, but still intriguing, theory that Obi- 
wan's strange name will be explained in an unexpected 
manner during the clone wars. 

Speaking of net rumors, last issue we thought we were 
doing the right thing when discussing Alien 4 by merely 
indicating that something goes horribly wrong in the 
cloning of Ripley (Sigourney Weaver). However, it's all 
over- the net that Ripley will come back part-alien, and 
that she will be battling aliens that are part-human. 
Winona Rider plays Analee Call, and intergalactic free- 
booter and all-around tough cookie. 

But we started out talking about this year's dark and 
strange, which of course leads us directly to David Cro- 
nenberg, whose film Crash may be the 2001 of sado- 
masochism, as Holly Hunter, James 
Spader and Rosanna Arquette form 
their own little cult of sex, death, and 
speeding sports cars. At Cannes earlier 
this year, Francis Ford Coppola 
announced that the film had won a spe- 
cial award for "boldness, daring and 
audacity," and as the director hopped 
onto the stage, the hall filled with the 
sounds of boos, hissing and foot-stomp- 
ing, followed be an even louder chorus 
of cheers, as Cronenberg supporters 
attempted to drown out the critics. 
After a single word ("Well ... "), Cro- 
nenberg gave up trying to give an 
acceptance speech. He looked pretty 
amused by the reaction. At any rate. 



ABOVE: The crew of 
STTNC face off once 
more against the Borg 
in the eighth big 
screen Trek outing, 

Star Trek: First Contact. 
RIGHT: Jonathan Del 
Area as Hugh, the 
Borg formerly known 
as Third of Five. 






Yes, it's finally come home. The U.S.S. Voyager 
Keepsake Magic Ornament has just landed at your 
Hallmark Gold Crown Store. This is one ornament 
that's sure to dazzle-since it actually lights up. 
Catch it along with the other 1996 Star Trek 
Keepsake Ornaments, including Mr. Spock, 
Commander William T. Riker, and the die-cast metal 
U.S.S. Enterprise and Galileo Shuttlecraft Set. 
Only at Hallmark Gold Crown Stores. So beam over. 




Call 1-800-HALLMARK (1-800-425-5627) lor the participating store nearest you. vvime .supplies lasi 

U S S Voyacjer Keepsake Magic Ornamenl. dimensions 1 1/16 H x 5 3/16"W n* g, © 1995 Paramount Pictures All rights reserved STAR TREK and Related Marks are Trademarks ot Paramount Pictures. Hailmark Authorized User. 
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SHIPPING USA CANADA FOREIGN I 

ID Badges $2.00 $4.00 $6.00 [ j 

DinoS $6.00 $12.00 $18.00 

Alien Embryo $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 

Signature: 



J[I] 

Exp. Date 



<1 >ppcan en |«ur credit ord) 



lUPS will not deliver coi PO.Box) 



City: 

Zip: 

Satishction Guaranteed: Return u. ... 

prompt refund of purchase price nease allow 4-6 weeks for delivery Dream Forms is 
not responsible for manufacturer delays 

DREAM FORMS Fax (805) 298-8886 
P.O. Box 80 1 267, Santa Clarita, CA 9 1 380- 1 267 




Crash has the enthusiastic 
support of J.G. Ballard, who 
wrote the novel from which 
it's adapted. 

Yet another twisted 
genius is expected to 
return to form this fall, 
when David Lynch's 
Lost Highway will be 
released by the tiny 
outfit October Films. 

Lynch, who arguably 
paved the way for every 
off-center television show 
from Northern Exposure 
and Picket Fences to The X- 
Files and American Gothic, 
has often been interview-shy 
in the past; perhaps, after his 
four years away from film, 
he'll open up a bit more — we'd 
definitely like too hear him talk, 
even if it's about other people's 
movies. It's a bad sign, however, 
that Sight & Sound magazine's 
recent "interview" piece had 
just a handful of words from 
the horse's mouth. 

The author noted that the 
cover of Lynch's Lost Highway 
script reads, "A 21st Century Noir Hor- 
ror Film. A graphic investigation into paral- 
lel identity crises. A world where time is dan- 
gerously out of control. A terrifying ride 
down the lost highway." 

"Yeah, that's sort of baloney. You know 
what I mean?" Lynch explained. "It's a dan- 
gerous thing to say what a picture is. If things 
get too specific, the dream stops. There are 
things that happen sometimes that open a 
door that lets you soar out and feel a bigger 
thing. Like when the mind gets involved in 
a mystery. It's a thrilling feeling. When you 
talk about things, unless you're a poet, a big 
thing becomes smaller." 

I'm no poet, and I wouldn't want to reduce 
Lynch's work in any way, but the basic plot 
is this: Fred Madison, played by Independence 
Day's Bill Pullman, is a jazz musician, who 
murders his wife Renee, played by Patricia 
Arquette. Swift justice puts Fred on death 
row, but not for long — Fred disappears from 
his cell, replaced by Pete Dayton (Balthazar 
Getty), who may — or may not — be the 
transformed Fred. Released from prison, 
Pete encounters Alice (Arquette again), who 
is, in fact, Fred's murdered wife, and a fatal 
spiral begins again. With cool cameo perfor- 
mances by Henry Rollins as a prison guard 
and Scott Ian of Anthrax as a prisoner. 

And the darkness doesn't stop ... a spate 
of major films concerning the Prince of Dark- 
ness are at the starting gate, plarmed to 
exploit that end-of-the-world feeling that 
accompanies the end of the Millennium — 
assuming we don't get bored by the whole 
idea by 1999. Keanu Reeves is accepting an 
$11 million payday to star in Devil's Advocate. 
He plays an ambitious lawyer who learns 



that his firm's senior partner is ... Satan! 
New Line's The Fallen, is still looking for a 
major action star to pick up a role that briefly 
interested Arnold Schwarzenegger; their plot 
pits a "super-cop" type against a serial kiUer 
with all the powers of . . . Satan! Paramount 
has picked up the rights to Karen Hall's 
forthcoming novel Dark Debts for producer 
David Brown. Hall is currently writing the 
screenplay's first draft, in which a handsome 
Jesuit priest struggles to extricate an entire 
family from the grip of . . . you guessed it. Old 
Scratch himself. The writer has been very 
public about her desire to see Harrison Ford 
in the role — a mighty tall order, considering 
Ford's many commitments. 

Another very creepy project is The Truman 
Show, considered one of the very best scripts 
in Hollywood. Jim Carrey is currently com- 
mitted to star in the story of a man who learns 
that his every move is being recorded for a 
bizarre entertainment program, but the pro- 
ject now stands in jeopardy, as many of the 
parties involved are very concerned about the 
audience rejection of a "darker" version of 
Carrey in The Cable Guy. Carrey is currently 
shooting Liar, Liar, in which he plays a con- 
niving lawyer forced to tell the truth for 24 
hour by the birthday wish of his young son, 
and that film underwent rapid rewrites to 
increase the slapstick level when Cable Guy 
failed to deliver. The Truman Show, according 
to our sources, may be delayed until after 
Carrey stars in The Return of the Mask, gener- 
ally regarded as a guaranteed smash. 

Kevin Costner gets a big pat on the back 
from us for daring to return to science fiction 
so soon after the nightmare experience of 
Waterworld — a film that we quite enjoyed. 
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and that ultimately turned a profit, despite 
all the dire predictions. 

Costner's first project in his recently- 
renewed production deal with Warner Broth- 
ers is The Postman, adapted by Eric Roth and 
Brian Helgeland from David Brin's Hugo- 
nominated novel. Costner, his producing 
partner, Jim Wilson, and Steve Tisch will pro- 
duce, with the film scheduled to start in Jan- 
uary. It's interesting to note that Postman car- 
ries forward the same theme that drove 
Watemwld; a post-apocalyptic society, threat- 
ened by gangs and warlords, and the differ- 
ence made by a single man. In an e-mail 
exchange, three-time Hugo winner Brin 
agreed with us on this point, but noted that 
"the Postman character, unlike Costner's 
Watenvorld anti-hero, is a character deeply in 
love with civilization. The two characters 
might be seen as flip sides of the same moral- 
ity tale. It's as if Kevin Costner wants to 
explore its various aspects from several dif- 
ferent angles." 

In this instance, the reluctant hero is Gor- 
don Krantz, a nomad in a ravaged America, 
who salvages the clothing of a long-dead 
postal worker. Krantz subsequently con- 
ceives a seductive scam that grows beyond 
his control, and rekindles hope for the rem- 
nants of society. 

Author Brin is an astrophysicist, and an 
ecological and political activist, best-known 
for his works in the "Uplift" saga, which 
deals with the competition among species in 



a future where artificially-induced evolution 
is a commonplace. The Postman has been in 
development at Warner Brothers for some 
time now; the last time we reported on it, 
producer Tisch was in talks with Tom Hanks 
about the Krantz role. 

An equally ambitious SF project has com- 
pleted filming for Danny DeVito's Jersey 
Films {Pulp Fiction, Matilda), but it currently 
has no name because of another studio's 
claim on the title The Eighth Day. DeVito's 
company is taking another admirable risk on 
this project, which will realize the vision of a 
young writer-director from New Zealand, 
Andrew Niccol. 

The picture is set in a not-too-distant future 
in which genetic engineering is capable of 
creating people who are perfectly qualified 
for their roles in life; Ethan Hawkes stars as 
Vincent Freeman, the product of a "faith 
birth" — one of the few natural-born citizens 
in this brave new world. 

Freeman works for the Gattaca Corpora- 
tion, which long ago privatized the NASA 
space exploration program, and believes his 
proper place is among the stars, despite the 
fact that he is "genetically unfit" for the job. 
On the eve of a crucial mission to Titan, a 
brutal murder threatens to topple his lifelong 
struggle to achieve the dream. 

Uma Thurman costars as Irene, a "nearly 
perfect" woman whose only flaw wins 
Freean's love; also featured are Alan Arkin as 
a detective on the murder case. Gore Vidal as 



the' director of Gattaca, and Ernest Borgnine 
as Caesar, a genetic reject whose role as jani- 
tor bring him unexpected secret knowledge. 
Columbia will release the film in early 1997. 

After months of waffling, Robert Zemeckis 
finally committed to direct Contact, his first 
feature film since Forrest Gump; the adapta- 
tion of Carl Sagan's novel of first ET contact 
and the international hubbub that ensues is 
a departure for the director, as his first totally 
ndn-cpmedic project. Jodie Foster has been 
cast in the role of Ellie Arroway, the radio 
astronomer who receives the Vegan signal, 
for over a year. Zemeckis is considered to 
have scored a casting coup by signing 
-Matthew McConaughey {A Time to Kill, 
Return of the Texas Chainsaw Massacre) for the 
male lead. In a side note, though we reported 
that George Miller left Contact in order to 
start another Road Warrior sequel (this one 
without Mel Gibson), it turns out that Miller 
is suing 'Warner Brothers for breaking his 
contract on this film — our best guess is that 
star Jodie Foster may have disagreed with his 
vision for the project. 

In a similar mess is The Double, the story of 
a meek clerk whose life is taken over by a 
more aggressive version of himself. The well- 
publicized round of musical chairs took Tra- 
volta out of the role, and Steve Martin in — 
then Isabelle Adjani wanted out. Then Polan- 
ski was out, and Travolta back in. The pic- 
ture was just .a week away from shooting 
■ ■ ^ . Continued on page 24 
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Like a shooting comet, SWR IRf/C; THE NEXT GENERATION burst onto our television screens 
with an exciting new crew aboard an incredible, modernistic starship. Now, you can relive the 
intriguing characters, legendary ships and thrilling episodes from the fantastic voyages of the 
starship ENTERPRISE™ with the STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATIONS’^ Card Collection. 

Your collection will begin with a masterful portrait of STAR TREK leader, "Captain Jean-Luc 
Picard," and "Q" the immensely powerful extradimensional entity. Featuring photo-realistic 
portraits by acclaimed science fiction artist Sonia Hillios, the collection chronicles the charac- 
ters, spacecraft and episodes which made STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION one of the 
most popular series ever produced. 

Fully authorized by Paramount Pictures, each porcelain collector card will be issued in an 
edition limited to a total of 28 firing days and will be hand-numbered on its reverse. What's 
more, each will be accompanied by a same-numbered Certificate of Authenticity. As a sub- 
scriber, you will receive two cards every other month— twelve exciting issues in all! You will 
also receive, at no additional charge, a custom-made display designed after the STAR TREK: 
THE NEXT GENERATION insignia. As always, our 30 Day 100% Satisfaction Guarantee assures 
you order without risk. 

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION vjiW live on in the annals of STAR TREK legend, but your 
opportunity to own a piece of this enduring saga is limited by time. Reply today! 

© 1996 Paramount Pictures All Rights Reserved 
STAR TREK and Related Marks are Trademarks of Paramount Pictures 
The Hamilton Collection Authorized User 
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GENERATIONS’^ Card Collection. I will receive one pair of 
cards every other month, payable in two monthly install- 
ments of $19.95* each. / may cancel my subscription at any 
time without obligation. 

I need send no money now. On acceptance, I will be billed 
for my first pair of cards with shipment. 9251-85 

Ms./Mrs./Mr. 
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Telephone ( ) 

Signature 

*Plus Si 75 shipping and handling per card Deliveries to FL will be billed 6% sales 
tax All orders must be signed and are subject to acceptance 

The Hamilton Collection 

^ 4810 Executive Park Ct., P.O. Box 44051, )acksonville, FL ,-!2231-4051 ^ 
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24 Nour^ci-Fi Collectibles NotHnc 



Welcome to our “Mini-Catalog" 




Secrets of the Flagship 

For years the legend of the Starship 
Enterprise and her crew has intrigued 
and delighted fans. The stories and 
adventures of the ship and her crew 
are modern mythology on television, 
film, books, video games, and 
practically every medium of the 
modern world. In order to capture 
the essence of the pride of the 
Federation, this blueprint collection 
of NCC-1 701 D has recently been 
issued and made available to the 
public. Not to be mistaken for a text book or vague, general diagram collection, this is 
the official tour of the Enterprise that covers everything from quarters to holodecks 
and sick bay to shuttle bays. Beautifully reproduced and painstakingly detailed, the set 
of thirteen 22” x 34" fold out prints give you every deck and station, vital stats about 
each section, as well as outer views from all angles. Created with the utmost 
authenticity by senior illustrator Rick Sternbach who worked on the Next Generation 
series all seven seasons as well as on the Generations film. No corridor or corner of 
the fabled 24th century vessel has been overlooked. Includes a 16 page booklet of text 
for further familiarity and a sleek, easy to transport portfolio. Great for mounting or 
black market sales to the Romulan forces across the Neutral Zone. 

■ Next Generation NCC-1701D Blueprints #STPB12 $22.00 




Face Off! 

Fresh from the Academy, it’s the Starfleet hockey 
players, sporting their new colors! Nylon jersey with 
the official Starfleet insignia on the front above the 
words Star Trek, this XXX Large shirt fits over 
equipment sweatshirts, and most Starfleet officials. 
Not acceptable substitute for duty or dress uniforms. 
Please check with your commanding officer or 
coach for special permission. 

■ Starfleet Hockey Jersey 



Sound Effects Keychains 




Portable Protection 

Tired of being cut off in traffic? Find 
yourself looking over your shoulder during 
that walk from the car to the parking garage 
elevator? Elevate your fears and frustrations 
by attaching this Type 2 miniature phaser from 
the classic Star Trek series to your keys and 
always be prepared for the worst. Lights up and 
immitates the sound of the phaser just like the 
ones Kirk, Spock, and the crew used. Note: 
battery operated toy. Will not vaporize 
oncoming danger or make rocks really hot. 
Phaser Keychain #STSFX8 $11.95 



Star Trek Classic Type 2 



Stunning 

Now protection can be as close as your 
ignition with this type 2 phaser fastened safely 
to your keys. Never leave the house unarmed 
again, and always be ready for the unexpected. 

Lights and sounds just like the real thing as 
seen on TV. For your protection, unadjustable 
setting is affixed at the lowest point possible 
and the overload option has been discon- 
nected. Perfectly safe to fire again and again 
without running the risk of accidentally ionizing 
friends and loved ones. 

■ Star Trek: The Next Generation Type 2 Phaser 
Keychain #STSFX9 $11.95 





Take Aim Against 
Bad Television 

Sit back in your command chair, call up a 
frequency on the viewscreen and prepare 
to fire. Yes, it's one of our most popular 
items, the Star Trek Phaser Universal 
Remote. Blast commercials, scan your 
favorite programs, activate and 
deactivate your television, VCR, or cable 
box with this television remote made to 
look like the Type II phaser from Star Trek. 
The Next Generation. Features authentic 
lights and three different sound effects 
with the channel, volume, and power 
buttons. Fully programmable, lightweight, 
and easy to use, the ultimate weapon against boring TV programming can now be in your 
hands. Requires four AA batteries, dilithium crystal substitute not included. 

■ Star Trek Phaser Universal Remote #STUR1 $39.95 







INTERNET http://www.scin.eom 



#STHJ2 $59.95 



“All Good Things...” 

The final chapter (before the film) finds a confused Captain 
Picard displaced in time, jumping from present to future to past 
and back again. His dilemma seems to revolve around an 
unusual spatial anomaly to which he is drawn in all three time 
periods in a masterful test put together by Q. This episode brings 
the entire series full circle and makes way for future adventures 
outside the medium of television. 

■ "All Good Things..." Video #STVT2 $19.95 



Janeway’s Preference 

stay in touch with your fellow 
explorers with this official Starfleet 
communicator pin 

introduced in the Star Trek Generations 
movie and now used regularly on Deep Space 
Nine and Voyager. Constructed of zinc with 
gold and nickel plating, this look is sure to be 
around for at least the next 70,000 light years. 
■ Star Trek Voyager Communicator Pin 
#STLP1027 $9.95 






Doctor Who 



Even the Doctor shops 
800-TREKKER 

Believe it or not, the new Doctor, 
Paul McGann got his TARDIS key 
from 800-TREKKER. This item 
has been out of production for a 
long time, so quantities are 
limited. It is also available as a 
key chain, so please specify 
keychain or necklace when 
ordering. Who knows what 
adventures it will unlock for you? 



■ TARDIS Key Necklace #DWNL1 $9.50 

■ TARDIS Key Keychain #DWKR1 $9.50 








Mystery Science Theater 3000 





Mvarcnv sc(ence theater aooo 



The Good, The Bad, 
and The Mechanical 

If you think the movies shown on MST3K are 
outlandish, take a second look at the characters in 
the show. The evil, often confused, and somewhat 
erratic Dr. Forrester proclaims the obvious, "I'm 
Evil” across the bottom of the shirt dedicated to him 
while Crow and Tom Servo shout their famous 

expletives "Bite Me,” and “I'm Huge” 
respectively. Get your cheesy movie 
party off to a great start in any of these 
shirts imported directly from the 
Satellite of Love. 



■ “I’m Huge” Tom Servo T-Shirt 
#MSTSLK5 - Large $14.95 

■ “Tm Huge” Tom Servo T-Shirt 
#MSTSXK5 - X Large $14.95 



■ “I’m Evil” Dr. Forrester T-Shirt 
#MSTSLK4 - Large $14.95 

■ “I’m Evil” Dr. Forrester T-Shirt 
#MSTSXK4 - X Large $14.95 



Keuit! 






■ “Bite Me” Crow T-Shirt 
#MSTSLK6 - Large $14.95 



MYSTERY SCIENCE THC.^eR 3000 



■ “Bite Me” Crow T-Shirt 
#MSTSXK6 - X Large $14.95 



Down In Front! 

Regardless of your poor taste in movies, at least 
you’ll look great in this handsome, one-size-fits-all 
embroidered cap with the MST3K logo. Just be sure 
to remove it before the show. Okay now, everybody 
sing along... 

■ Mystery Science Theater 3000 Cap 
#MSHA1 $14.95 

Holy Crow! 




You don't have to be watching a cheesy movie to enjoy a beverage in this ceramic 

Mystery Science Theater 3000 mug with the 
planet logo and film hecklers on one side 
and the MST3K - The Movie logo on the 
other. The perfect decanter deters dry- 
mouth while you mock along. Holds 1 1 
ounces. 

■ Mystery Science Theater 3000 
Mug #MSMM1 $9.95 





Babylon 5 



■ Babyion S “Cast 5” T-Shirt 
#B5TSLK5 - Large $14.95 

■ Babyion 5 “Cast 5” T-Shirt 
#B5TSXK5 - X Large $14.95 



Presidential 
Treat 

The crew and 
ambassadors of 
Babylon 5 have Joined 
together to bring you this sensational 
100% cotton t-shirt to ad to your 
wardrobe. Everyone is here, Sheridan, 
Ivanova, G'Kar, and the rest of your 
favorites from the last, best hope in 
space. Wear it proudly on deck or 
down below. 



Star Wars 




A Force-Full Year 

Spend 1 997 with some old 
friends, 20 years old to be 
exact. The 20th 
Anniversary Star Wars 
calendar includes poster artwork from all three movies, depicting the most famous 
heroes, villains, and droids in the galaxy. Relive the adventure each month, and 
don't forget to mark your calendar for the anniversary date on May 25th. 

■ Star Wars 1997 20th Anniversary Coliector’s Edition Calendar 



#SWCA1 $11.95 



“I want to be a Jedi, 
like my father.” 

Now you can fill that ambition 
just like Luke Skywalker did 
with your very own Star Wars 
Expandable Light Saber. Collapsible plastic blade expands to one full yard in length and 
glows with the eerie vibrancy of the Force, generated by replaceab'e batteries. No Jedi is 
complete without one, so order one for every knight in the house. Jedi training lessons 
not available. 

■ Star Wars Expandable Light Saber #SWLS1 $9.95 



Bio Jtlmbies Sci-Fi SootUte 




Information Overload! 

Back in 1968, Bjo (pronounced BEE-Jo) Trimble became known as "the fan who 
saved Star Trek,” for engineering in syndication. Bjo is widely regarded as a Sci-Fi 
expert. Michael Okuda, author of the Star Trek Encyclopedia has called Bjo's Star 
Trek Concordance book a "definitive reference source for virtually everyone working 
on Star Trek, including myself." William Shatner says, “Nobody knows more about 
Star Trek than Bjo T rimble. She's taught me a thing or two and I love thatl” 

Bjo has written articles and columns for Starlog, Galaxy, Future Life, Mother 
Earth, Starburst, and the Official Star Trek Fan Club magazine. With foster 
daughter, Jennifer, Bjo is science fiction and fantasy co-manager on the new 
Microsoft Network. 

Now, Bjo T rimble is pleased to introduce Sci-Fi Spotlite, the first real news 
publication for Sci-Fi fans. But don't expect a glossy, full-color entertainment 
magazine. Sci-Fi Spotlite consists of 4S pages of lean, mean, tightly edited news copy 
covering everything from animation to X-Files. No fat, filler, verbose interviews, full 
color publicity photos or pull-out poster sections! Just more news, hot tips, updates, 
rumblings, rumor-kill, inside information, last minute tidbits and who's-doing-what-to- 
whom per square inch than any other publication we've ever seen. 

If you're a fan of science fiction movies and 
television, this is the one news source you can't be 
without. You'll receive a total of six information - 
packed issues per year, one every other monthi Of 
course, when you buy from 800-TREKKER, your 
purchase is backed by our exclusive, 90 
day total satisfaction guarantee. So 
you just can't lose. Order a subscrip- 
tion for yourself and one for a friend! 

Bjo Trimble’s Sci-Fi Spotlite 



Five Years, 30 Issues 

■ #SFN5 $50 

Two Years, 12 Issues 

■ #SFN2 $25 



Three Years, 18 Issues 

■ #SFN3 $35 

One Year, 6 Issues 

■ #SFN1 $15 




PHONE: BOO-TREKKER • FAX: BOO- FAX TREK 















X-Files - Hat Stuff 



X-Files T-Shirts 



“Spooky” Shirt 

The most controversial agent on the 
FBI force is the infamous Fox 
Mulder, who stops at nothing, not 
even the irrational, to find the truth. 
His image backed by a patchwork of 
eerie lighting on this shirt makes a 
“spooky” statement anywhere. 

■ X-Files “Mulder” T-Shirt 
#XFTSLK24 - Large 

■ X-Files “Mulder” T-Shirt 
#XFTSXK24 - X Large 
$14.95 



Declassified. X-Files Photos. 

Six 8" X 1 0" authentic, declassified photos now available to the public. Each is perfect for 
framing and sure to please any X-F/7es fan. These full color, glossy photos are taken 
directly from series episodes and photo shoots. 

Mulder & Scully in Doorway 
Mulder & Scully in Front of Screen 
Mulder “Crooked” Pose 
Scully with Hair Blowing 
Mulder & Scully in Fog 
Skinner Standing 

Just de-ciassified From the Government. 
New X-Files Photos! 

■ #XFPH7 Mulder & Scully Recording 

■ #XFPH8 Mulder & Scully In Field 

■ #XFPH9 Mulder and Scully Kneeling 

■ #XFPH10 The Lone Gunman 

■ #XFPH11 Skinner at Desk 
$4.95 each 



■ #XFPH1 

■ #XFPH2 

■ #XFPH3 

■ #XFPH4 

■ #XFPH5 

■ #XFPH6 
$4.95 each 



yim\ 



T-shirt shown inside this box has the X-Files logo 
screen printed in two colors on the front, left chest. 



Killer On The Loose 

Once again, the T ruth has been 
obscured by the death of one who knew too much. 
A hasty chalk outline marks the spot where one of 
the inner circle has fallen. Another vital source of 
information has been silenced. But for Mulder and 
Scully, the search continues... 

■ “The Truth - Green” T-Shirt 
#XFTSLK1 - Large $14.95 

■ “The Truth - Green” T-Shirt 
#XFTSXK1 - X Large $14.95 



The Good, the Bad, and the Elastic 

Heroes and villain of the X-Files come together in this 
incredible shirt. A skeptical Scully and sanguine Mulder 
are offset by the silent scream image from opening cred- 
its and a maniacal, enigmatic Tooms. This shirt is so 
packed with cosmic energy, it has its own aura. 

■ “Cover” T-Shirt 
#XFTSLW23 - Large $15.95 

■ “Cover” T-Shirt 
#XFTSXW23 - X Large $15.95 



Top Secret Libation 

A secret message awaits you from the agents of 
theX-F//es. In order to retrieve the message, 
pour a hot beverage into this average-looking 
mug and watch carefully. Like magic The T ruth Is 
Out There fades from sight and is replaced with 
the words Trust No One. Holds 1 1 ounces and is 
dishwasher safe. Also features the “eye" and 
the X-Logo on the other side. 

■ X-Files Disappearing Mug #XFMM2 
$13.95 



“Did you 
see that...? ” 

It is a dark night deep in some unnamed woods when 
suddenly a light in the distance begins to burn with 
incredible intensity. Soundlessly it sweeps through the 
forest, always staying just out of clear sight range of its 
pursuers. That is the premise for the design on the back 
of this awesome shirt. T rust No One is over the front 
left chest. 

■ “Trust No One - X” T-Shirt 

I #XFTSLK13 - Large $14.95 
■ “Trust No One - X” T-Shirt 
#XFTSXK13 - X Large $14.95 



ForYour Ears Only 

Turn out the lights, shut the curtains and prepare for the 
ultimate sound experience. Included are songs from Sheryl 
Crow, PM Dawn, R.E.M., Alice Cooper Meat Puppets and 
many more! Virtually all the tracks were commissioned and 
recorded exclusively for this CD. 

■ Songs In the Key of X - Music from and Inspired 
by The X-Files #XFCD1 $17.95 



Skeptics Beware 

If you have always wanted to believe, or if you already 
do, this convincing snapshot is more proof than 
you'll ever need. Spread the word in this noticeable tee and 
turn friends and family alike into supporters. 

■ “I Want To Believe” T-Shirt 
#UFTSLK6 Large $14.95 

■ “I Want To Believe” T-Shirt 
#UFTSXK6 
X Large $14.95 



http://www.scifl.com 



The Unexplained Explained 

Each week theX-F//es delves deeper into unexplained 
phenomena and unusual circumstances. Step away 
from the Hollywood glitz of the show and into the real (it 
world where such strange happenings were actually 
reported and still are not explained by rational or 
scientific means. Human combustion, UFOs, the Loch Ness 
Monster, ghosts, and much, much more are interwoven with 
behind-the-scenes segments of the X-Files television show 
and shows you how art really does immitate life. Make sure 
you leave a light on while reading this one. 

■ The X-Files Book of the Unexplained Volume 
One #XFBH3 $29.95 



INTERNET 



The Freaks Come Out 
at Night 

Who are these people, and why do they only come out 
when the sun is setting? We don't know, but they sure 
do make a cool t-shirt. Shown on the back of this high- 
quality tee over the words T rust No One, you are sure 
to get a second look as you turn your back on non- 
believers, An X-Files “Circle" logo adorns the front 
left chest. 

■ “Trust-Followers” T-Shirt 
#XFTSLK21 - Large $14.95 

■ “Trust-Followers” T-Shirt 
#XFTSXK21 - X Large $14.95 
















AREA 51 



TOP SECRET RESEARCH FACILITY 



WARNING 

Restricted Area 

It l» uniiwful to enltr this area without 
permlaston of the Installation commander. 

While on this Installation all personnel and 
the property under their control ere subject 
to search and seiaure. 




It Is unlawful to make any photograph, film, 
map. sketch, picture, drawing, graphic 
repreeentstlon of this ares or equipment at 
or flying over this Installation. 

i(us.a.n> 

Uee of deadly force authorized 



AREA 51 



TOP SECRET RESEARCH FACILITY 



SURVIVAL liKAll 

, TM & ® 1995 eOO-TREKKER, Inc. 

Posted! 

The government tells us that,Area 51 does not exist. 

With this warning poster, it exists just about anywhere 
you like. Hang it up and watch the reactions you get. An 
800-TREKKER exclusive. Measures 24" x 36”. 

m Area 51 Poster #UFP01 $9.95 
■ 2 Area 51 Posters #UFPOSET1 $16.90 
Save a top secret $3.00! 



You Belong 

Look like an insider when you wear this 50/50 t-shirt 
with an Authorized Personnel inscription on the back 
and Property of Area 51 on the front left chest. Wear 
it to all your top secret functions. 

■ Area 51 Authorized Personnel 
T-Shirt #UFTSLW4 - Large $13.95 

■ Area 51 Authorized Personnel 
T-Shirt #UFTSXW4 - X Large $13.95 



Moving Billboard 

When innocent bystaders see you coming, they’ll get out of 
your way if you’re wearing this shirt. Our popular “metal sign" 
design, now on a 50/50 blend t-shirt for earthlings in the 
know. 

■ Area 51 “No Trespassing” 

T-Shirt #UFTSLK5 - Large $13.95 

■ Area 51 “No Trespassing” 

T-Shirt #UFTSXK5 - X Large $13.95 

Instant Access! 

One flash of this security pass and you’ll have 
people looking twice. Laminated in clear plastic, 
this 2 1/4" X 3 1/2” pass proclaims a clearance level 
of Above Top Secret, with barcode and thumbprint 
for scan verification. Comes on a 30" neckchain 
for easy display. Look like you belong anywhere, 
even if you don’t. 

■ Area 51 Special Agent Security Pass 
#UFSP1 $5.95 

Heads Up 

strut your stuff in this one-size-fits-all cap that implies total access 
without saying a word. Cotton twill with stitched embroidery makes 
a long-lasting combination that will keep people scratching their 
heads in disbelief as you stroll by. 

■ Area 51 Embroidered Hat #UFHA1 $14.95 

Be Warned 

This embossed metal sign tells everyone you mean business. 
Looks great on a door, fence, wall, front lawn, garage, office, 
even a doghouse! Mark your territory and let everyone know 
there are some things about you they are not meant to know. 
Measures 9" x 1 2". An 800-TREKKER exclusive. Get one 
before they vanish without a trace! 

■ Area 51 Sign #UFMI1 $9.95 

Classified! 









“What in the world are you drinking?” You’ll get that question a lot with this Area 51 

Experimental Fluids Division mug. 
Conduct your own super-classified thirst 
quenching experiments. Especially 
effective with oddly colored drinks and 
juices. Holds 1 1 ounces. 

■ Area 51 Mug #UFMM1 $7.95 

■ Set of 4 Area 51 Mugs 
#UFMMSET1 $24.95 
Save an incredible $6.85! 






Transformation 

Transform your common everyday car into a top secret 
military experimental test vehicle with this official Area 51 
bumper sticker. It won’t change the way your car 
performs, but at least people will know to expect the 
unexpected. Measures 3" x 6". 

Area 51 Bumper Sticker #UFBS1 $2.00 



BOO-TREKKER ORDER FORM 



1) Neatly complete this order form. 

2) PA residents add 6% sales tax as indicated. 

3) All orders must include shipping & handling as indicated. 

4) Street address is required for UPS delivery. 

5) Submit order by phone, fax or mail. 



QTY. 



ITEM# 



DESCRIPTION 



Shipping & Handling 
$19.99 or under 
$20.00 • $34.99 
$35.00 - $49.99 
$50.00 - $99.99 
$100.00 And Up 



USA 

$5.00 

$ 6.00 

$7.00 

$ 8.00 

$ 10.00 



CANADA 



$10.00 

$ 12.00 

$14.00 

$16.00 

$ 20.00 



PRICE 



TOTAL 



Shipping&Handling 



Subtotal 



PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 



Total Amount Enclosed 



International Orders • Call For Shipping Charges 
Phone (610) 374-6000 • Fax (610) 374-5570 



SHIP TO: 




NAME: 




STREET ADDRESS: 




CITY: 


UPS will not deliver to a P.O. Box 


state: 


zip: 


DAYTIME PHONE: 


We will call if there are any questions about your order 



Check 



All Prices In U.S. Dollars - Method Of Payment: 
Check one. 



□ 



M/O 



□ 



□ 1^^^^ I □ 



□ 



GK 

Certificate 



ACCOUNT# 



EXP. DATE (REQUIRED) 



Restricted Area 

Instantly convert your home, garage, office, even 
a car, into a section of the reknowned “non- 
existent” research base where much of the truth 
stiil remains hidden. Buy a bunch and start 
securing your privacy today. Measures 3" x 6". 

■ Area 51 Window Decal #UFWD1 $2.00 




SIGNATURE 

Required for charge customers. 



Please mail this order with check made payable to: 

800-TREKKER 

P.O. Box I3I3I, DEPT. SFC17, Reading, PA 19612-3131 



BOO-TREKKER, Inc. Is not in any way afTiliated with Paramount PicturBS Corporation which controls all rights in and to the Star Trek television 
series, motion pictures and related rights. 



Thank you for your order! 



PHOfC: BOO-TKEKKER • MX; 800-MX TREK 



















INTERNATIONAL MEMORABILIA 
BROKERS INC. 

MOVIE 8, TV PROPSJANUSCRIPTSj AUTOGRAPH PHOTOS, MOVIE & TV 
CARS, SCI-FI PR6 pS 8 COSTUM^S^ROCK W ROLL MEMORABILIA, 
OVER 5,000 INVESTMENT filECES ARE FOR SALE 

IF ITS OUT THERE WE'LL FIND IT - TRUST NO ONE ELSE' 

ONE OF A KIND ITEMS 



Complete iMBI Catalog (3500 Items) .15.00 

Complete IMBl Video Catalog 25 00 

Miniature Time Machine (working) 4,500.00 

Time Machine Cabinet 2.500.00 

Full Size Time Machine (working) 80,000.00 

I Dream of Genie Bottle (Color) 9.000.00 

I Dream of Genie Bottle (BiW, 1st season) 9.000.00 

Death Wish Prop Gun 300.00 

Manne Above & Beyond Rifle 2,500.00 

Ong. Batman & Robin Outfit (TV Senes) 50,000 00 

Ong. Batcar (TV Senes) 225,000.00 

Batman Onginal Senes Bat Cowl 4,500.00 

Batman Returns Cowl 17,000.00 

Folding Robin Baterang 450 00 

Superman Costume (C Reeves) 28.000 00 

Royal Guard Helmet 1,200.00 

Robocop Car with Outfit 75,000.00 

Robocop Stunt Helmet 2,500.00 

Jimi Hendnx Guitar 45,000.00 

Bon Jovi Guitar 40.000.00 

Elvis Guitar 70.00000 

Elvis White Jumpsuit 125,000.00 

Elvis/Elton John Gold Outfit 1 25,000.00 

Etvis Personal 2-seater Bicycle 60.000.00 

Elvis Piano 130,000.00 

Kuil Russel's Combat Outfit from Stargate 9,000.00 

Thermal Detonator (working) . ... 35000 

B!ake-7WnstAmulett 200.00 

JFK Autograph Letter 2,000.00 

Trooper Costume 2,80000 

Biker Scout Costume 2.800 00 

Luke on Ton Ton Sculpture 595.00 

Full Size Embedded Figure in caibonite 10,000.00 

Loki Mask 295,00 

Star Trek Collectibles CALL 

Lost in Space 1st & 2nd Season Pistols 1,200.00 

Lost in Space 1st & 2nd Season Rifles 3,500,00 

Predator Disk 29500 

Steve Marlin (Roxanne) Nose Appliance 2,000.00 

Spock’s Brain Jumpsuit (western costume) 15,000.00 

Indildol .49500 

Ue Saber (2nd movie) 130.00 

Apollo 1 6 Astronaught Charles M. Duke Jr Flight Jacket w/Autograph Photo and 

letter .4,800.00 

Baterang 395.00 

Knight Saber 90000 

Old Man Saber 1,500 00 

Galactica Working Helmet and Gun 3,500 00 

Bewitched Autographed Floor Tiles from the set 

(complete cast 8 tiles) 4,00000 

Madonna Basebail Costume from “A League Of Our Own" 25,000.00 

Baseball Bat from “A League Of Our Own" autographed by Madonna 

Tom Hanks & Geena Davis 1 5,000.00 

Sanford & Son TV Senes Red Truck 25.000 00 

Jurassic Park Dinosaur Tooth 1,500.00 

Knightnder Car (fully working) 75.000.00 

Sylvester Stallone Motorcycle 30,000 00 

John Malcovich “In The Line Of Fire" gun 2.500.00 

Autographed Movie Star Photos (please call) 75 00 - 200.00 

1976 Stanley Cup Ring (hockey) 3,500 00 

NASA Astronaut tie clip w/ certificate 1,200.00 

Astronaut rope used on the moon w/certificate 3,800 00 

JA-WA Rifle 3,500.00 

Solo 1896 German Mauser Blaster 3,500 00 

6ft. Sea View Submannew/ lights .7,500 00 

Lite Sabre trainer ball ... .1,500.00 

Four Nickolodeon Promotional Watches (Genie, Bewitched. Twilight 

Zone. Get Smart) 195.00/ each 

Miniature short circuit working robot (12 inches high) ... .,..795.00 

Full size working promotional robot (5'3” tall) 9,500 00 

Computer activated wireless (3ft. high) robot w/ software 4,500.00 

“I Dream of Genie" costume 3,500.00 

HARTO SWORDS, WEAPONS, PARANORMAL 

(Availability limited) 

Officially Licensed Braveheart Sword 495.00 

25th Century Battle Knife (Tn-Blade Automatic) 275.00 

25th Century Cuived Half Moon Aluminum Sword 170.00 

Highlander TV Senes Sword (Kitana) 275.00 

Highlander 14" High Paul Figure (Painted) 395.00 

Conan Sword 350 00 

Robin Hood Sword 350.00 

Excalibur Sword 350.00 

Marto Sword Catalog 15.00 

Paranormal X Alien In A Jar 90.00 

Paranormal X Deluxe Alien In A Jar 395 00 



Please Call for Studio Props Availabiity (changes daily) & Shippng Prices, Payment 
by Money Order, Certified Check, At,MC,Visa Discover, Optima. All Swords add 
$10.00 S&H. Dealers Inq. Welcome. We Buy Movie & TV Prop Collectibles. All 
Purchases Require A Contractual Agreenent Wnich Will Be Sent To The Buyer Before 
Any Purchase Can Be Made. Absolutely 1^ Refunds, ExrJia^ 

1276 Holiday ParK Dr., Wantagh, NY 11793 
(516) 783-5450 

e-mail us at: IMBI01 ©aol.com 



when all this started, and now no one knows 
when, or if, it will happen. One bit of gossip 
that we've seen nowhere else in print has it 
that Travolta wanted to rewrite the script in 
collaboration with fellow Church of Scien- 
tology members — and in fact, Mandalay 
Productions at one point filed suit against 
Travolta; their filing said that he conspired to 
have the script re-written without Polanski's 
participation. The suit has been put on hold 
while Mandalay considers Travolta's pitch. 
Expect this project to re-emerge as a pro- 
ducer-star deal for Travolta, much like his fel- 
low Scientologist Tom Cruise's Mission 
Impossible deal. 

Those who recall last year's announced 
plans for a Halloween 6 produced by Quentin 
Tarantino and directed by Scott Spiegel — 
plans that never came to be, thanks to ham- 
handed Halloween producer Moustapha 
Akkad — will be pleased to know that Taran- 
tino will produce a sequel to From Dusk till 
Dawn, with Spiegel as writer-director. 
Spiegel was a co-writer on Sam Raimi's fab- 
ulous Army of Darkness. 

Tarantino himself remains between films, 
but his next project could be armounced at 
any time; he's bought the rights to five books 
by Get Shorty novelist Elmore Leonard (with 
the author's blessing) including Leonard's 
latest. Riding The Rap (about a kidnapping 
scheme gone wrong), and supposedly told 
Leonard that that one of these will be his next 
epic. But then. Pierce Brosnan has said that 
QT would "shake things up" as a Bond direc- 
tor, and we can't imagine the guy turning 
down Bond. 

Despite the inroads to American cinema 
made by Hong Kong luminaries like director 
John Woo (Broken Arrow) and Jackie Chan 
(Supercop), HK cinema is in severe crisis. On 
top of the uncertainty caused by the return of 
the colony to control by mainland China, the 
penetration of home video in most Asian 
nations has cut Hong Kong box office in half 
in the last five years, and so much Asian 



video trade is in bootlegs that proceeds from 
home video are negligible. Using our 
uncanny predictive powers, we expect what 
will happen is a tremendous flight of film- 
makers from Hong Kong to Los Angeles, 
where the Asian influence will feed the 
nascent multimedia industry. 

Speaking of Spielberg and Gates, one of 
the first releases from the Dreamworks/ 
Microsoft outfit Dreamworks Interactive will 
be a CD-ROM called Ghost in the Machine, 
written by Bryce Zabel of Dark Skies fame. "I 
finally got a chance to meet Stephen Spiel- 
berg," Zabel told us. "And it turns out he's a 
lot of fun. He really like the aspect of retelling 
human history in Dark Skies, so I got to do it 
again for the CD-ROM. And this time I got to 
explain the meaning of death . . . always the 
big issues," he jokes. "When will I get to do 
a simple romantic comedy?" Zabel is also 
pleased to announce that he and his Dark 
Skies writing partner, Brent Friedman, wrote 
the screenplay for Mortal Kombat 2, which 
went into production in August. 

Terry Gilliam has at last finished the "Spe- 
cial Edition" laserdisc of Brazil, first planned 
for release two years ago — and advance 
word suggests that this is the most deluxe 
special edition package ever produced, with 
abundant behind-the-scenes material, addi- 
tional scenes, etcetera. In an online confer- 
ence hosted by Universal's 22 Monkeys web- 
site, an aware participant asked Terry 
Gilliam about The Watchman film adaptation 
his name had once been attached to, so we 
finally know what happened to that never- 
realized dream project. 

"After Baron Munchausen," Gilliam replied, 
"Joel Silver, the famous producer, claimed to 
have 40 million dollars to make Watchman. 
Sam Hamm had written a script which 
Charles McKewn and myself rewrote. 

"I was unhappy trying to condense 'the 
War and Peace of comic books' into 2 hours. 
Alan Moore was delighted that I was going 
Continued on page 92 
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5 books. We’ll bill you $1 , plus shipping and handling, when mem- 
bership Is confirmed. Satisfaction guaranteed or return the books 
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Channel Nays 



You’re invited to join us at 
the first virtuai sci-fi convention. 



I TS A MARRIAGE MADE IN HEAVEN-or at least in qrberspace. The Internet and the 
sci-fi convention have converged. The offspring is the ultimate fan gathering, SCIFI.CON- 
the world's first virtual science fiction convention. Look for it on the Sci-Fi Channel's 
Dominion Web site in October (http://www.scifi.com). Like an actual sci-fi convention, 



SCIFI.CON is the optimum place to learn about the latest sci-fi entertainment, buy 



merchandise, meet celebrities, and socialize with other 
fans who share an interest in science fiction. At 
SCIFI.CON, worldwide fan interaction, entertainment, 
and commerce will take place as never before, thanks to 
the latest Internet technologies. 
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Wicked women and 
formidable females 
were the subject of 
Bad Girls of Sci-Fi, 
hosted by Richard 
O'Brien (above), on 
Sci-n Channel Europe. 



Log on and check out the Sci-Fi Art Gallery; the Virtual 
Sci-Fi Museum; "booths" created by fans devoted to spe- 
cific shows; movies, and books; sponsors' pavilions; and 
hack into downloadable shareware and demos. Sched- 
uled events will include on-line, real-time movie screen- 
ings; interviews and readings by authors, artists, actors, 
and filmmakers via streaming audio technology; and an 
on-line trivia game show. Celebrity chats, a virtual cos- 
tume ball, Web scavenger hunts, and dealer rooms for 
on-line shopping are also on the agenda. Stay tuned to 
The Dominion and The Sci-Fi Channel for details. 

How often has this happened to you? You need a light 
saber, and you need it NOW. And a cool mouse pad 
wouldn't hurt, either. Well, your search is over, thank to 
The Ojficial Sci-Fi Channel Catalog. It features innovative, 
out-of-this-world stuff — both favorite products and hot, 
new offerings. T-shirts, mugs, caps, keychains, pens, 
backpacks, totebags — you name it, this catalog's got it, 
from general SF collectibles to specially created Sci-Fi 
Channel items. Call 1-800-59-SCIFI to get a free catalog. 



or check it out and buy directly on The Web at 
http:/ / www.scifi.com. 

Space is no longer the final frontier; there are no fron- 
tiers. The irresistible force of the Sci-Fi Channel is now 
blasting into cable and satellite homes across Europe. 
Launched a year ago, the Sci-Fi Charmel Europe has now 
attained almost 100 percent penetration of the UK cable 
market, with the European feed also available in Scan- 
dinavia, Benelux, and Southern Africa. The sky is no 
longer the limit, with future plans centered on further 
expansion in Europe, plus development in the Middle 
East and Asia. 

On November 1, 1995, the Sci-Fi Channel launched 
into Europe on cable and satellite. A year later we can 
look back on 12 months in which the Sci-Fi Channel has 
forged a name for itself as the home of all things science 
fiction in Europe and all over the world. 

With blockbuster movies, landmark series, original 
programs, and themed stunts, we spanned all realins of 
the science fiction genre during our first year in Europe 
— and will continue to, to infinity. From fact to fiction, 
from fantasy to horror, when you tune in to the Sci-Fi 
Channel, you enter an alternate zone not of this world — 
a unique glimpse of the next millermium. Our many 
themed stunts in turn have included Paranormal Sci-Fi, 
part of an ongoing commitment to explore and under- 
stand paranormal activity, through fact-based and fic- 
tional programming; and Bad Girls of Sci-Fi, hosted by 
Richard O'Brien (of Rocky Horror fame), which showcased 
the wicked women and formidable females of the science 
fiction realm. 

During the past year, Sci-Fi Channel Europe has 
forged links with other members of the film, video, and 
sci-fi communities to bring viewers the latest word in SF. 
One recent promotion included a joint venture with Uni- 
versal Studios Florida to laimch the new Terminator 2:3D 
action/ adventure attraction. 

The Sci-Fi Channel is exploding the definition of tele- 
vision as we know it and implementing strategies for 
global communication. A new teletext service was 
launched at the beginning of August. With the advent of 
Webtext, a new and groundbreaking dialogue has been 
established between Internet and teletext. 

The Sci-Fi Channel is more than just a channel. Resist 
no longer, readers. Break down the frontiers of your mind 
and succumb to entertainment of the Sci-Fi kind. □ 
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YOU WON’T BELIEVE 
THESE ASTONISHING 

STORIES. 




ON SECOND THOUGHT. 
MAYBE YOU WILL. 



Sightings on videocassette. 

These special compilations feature the best of the popular Sightings W series. 
They’re available where videos are sold, or call 1-800-555-9752. 
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Videos 



Animation for grown-ups: 

Twisted Fairy Taies and Rock Dinosaurs 

By Steven Puchalski 



I T'S NO SURPRISE THAT FANTASY AND SF CONCEPTS are found frequently at the core of 
animated features. On a purely financial level, if you want to blow up the world and piece 
it back together, it will cost a major fortune in a live-action film. But in an animated movie, 
you can hire a bunch of young, ovenA/orked artists to do the same thing for a fraction of 



the cost. On a more aesthetic plane, at its best, animation can bring an artist's vision directly 




to the screen, while embracing ideas that would never fly 
in a live-action movie. Most important, as the following 
examples prove, these movies aren't just for children 
anymore — often tackling the sexier, more violent, more 
adult aspects of SF cinema. 

Currently, the biggest news for fantasy animation fans 
is the long-overdue video arrival of Heavy Metal (Colum- 
bia/Tri-Star). First released to theaters in 1981, hardcore 
fans have spent the past decade 
dealing with grainy bootlegs and 
truncated, commercial-TV copies. 

Now you can enjoy a beautiful 
print, which also comes digitally 
mastered — so you can savor the 
soundtrack — which includes 

song fragments from such current 
VHl faves as Cheap Trick, Devo, 

Journey, plus geriatric head- 



bangers like Black Sabbath and Blue Oyster Cult. 

A cinematic adaptation of the popular graphic mag was 
a fabulous idea. Too bad the unimaginative script doesn't 
do justice to the concept, and though amusing, the movie 
is far from the seminal work it could've been. If nothing 
else, it set the tone for the future of "adult" animation, 
with a heavy dosage of nudity, violence, and gore. It also 
crams every possible cliche into the mix, with little sci- 
finesse — including alien vistas, 
grisly demises, and the largest 
breasts you'll see outside of a 
Russ Meyer film festival. 

The filrn consists of eight sto- 
ries, all loosely based around the 
mysterious Loc-Nar, a glowing 
sphere that jump-starts each 
episode's chaos with its sinister 
powers. It's a mixed bag, to say 
the least. There's a hardboiled 
adventure with futuristic NYC 
cabbie Harry Canyon, a military 
bomber plagued by walking 
corpses, plus a giant alien spaceship floahng over 
Washington (shades of ID4\), though in this case 
piloted by the alien equivalent of Cheech & Chong. 
Meanwhile, Richard Corben's Den, the story of a 
teenage nerd who's transported to another world 
and transformed into a muscle-bound hero, is sad- 
dled with ridiculous commentary, voiced by the 
late John Candy. The capper is a sword 'n' sorcery 
adventure with the beautiful Taama taking on an 
army of green-skinned mutants astride her flying 
pet (imagine a cross between a pterodactyl and 
Tweety Bird). 

Despite some gorgeous backgrounds, the film 
stumbles whenever anyone opens their mouth, 
while the script sidesteps many of the subtler 
qualities of Heavy Metal magazine in favor of 
predictable fantasy fare. That becomes most evi- 
dent when viewing the video's "bonus 
footage" — a three-minute pencil test entitled 
"Neverwhere Land" that was scrapped from 
the original movie for time. With its sweeping 
montage of man's inhumanity to man, this 
would've been the only sequence in the entire 
film to have depth and a sense of tragedy. It's 



Heavy Metal mixed 
sword and sorcery and 
SF by combining the 
adventures of Taarna's 
winged army (right) 
with the exploits of 
cabbie Harry Canyon 
in future New York 
(above.) 
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' • ^ New options. New experiences. All with the exciting introduction of our newest Stdr Wars'" CCG Expansion Set, A lllew Hope". ' • . 

. ' Now the Empire’s weapon of choice, the Death Star, arrives with the ability to intimidate the Alliance at every turn. . 

Can the Rebels discover its weakness? Find out with 162 exciting customizable cards in Limited Edition 15-card packs arriving this summer. 
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Smaller, faster, smarter. 
A creature with the 
flanking ability weakens its 
blockers and impairs their 
ability to deliver 
maximum damage. 



Phasing allows certain lands, 
artifacts, and creatures 
to shift in and out of the 
game. Permanent just 
became a relative term. 



Over 300 new cards, 
all-new art, and as you may 
have guessed, new abilities 
that unhinge traditional Magic: ' V* 

The Gathering® game play. 

Mirage™is the second stand-alone 
set for Magic; it furthers the story 
of Dominia and deepens the 
strategic elements of the game. 

Set in the lush regions of an 
equatorial continent. Mirage boils with 
the intrigue of three powerful wizards 
and one inventive planeswalker. 

A unique challenge for seasoned 
players, or as a starting point for 
beginners. Mirage re-invents 
the game of Magic. 



W^fards 

OK I'HE rOASl 



Available this fall where all great games ate sold. 60-card starter decks: $8.95 1 E-card booster packs: $2.95 
To register for a Mirage prerelease toeraament in a city near you call {800) 324-6490. 

Wizards of the Coast® Customer Service: (206) 624-0933 http://www.wizards.com 

Wizards of the Coast. Magic: The Gathering, and Mirage are trademarks of Wizards of the Coast, Inc. 
Ulus, by Robert Bliss. ©1996 Wizards of the Coast, Inc. 
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STAR TREK 

Signature Series 
BORG™ Make Over Kit. 
Headpiece w/Hologram 
Eyepiece, Makeup, 
Sfxrnges, Applicator, 
Instruction Booklet. 

Retail $55, 

Sale Price $44.95 





DELUXE LADIES JUMPSUIT - 

Burgundy uniform includes 
jumpsuit, dickie, metallic pips 
& emblem. 

Sizes: S, M, L Retail $60, 

Sale Price $54.95 





MENS DELUXE VOfMGER SHIRT 

Includes shirt metallic pips, 
and emblem padded shoulders. 

Buigundy, Teal, Gold 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, Retail $50, 

Sale Price W4.95 

XXL & XXXL (in Burgundy only) 

Retail $60, Sale Price $54.95 

Licensed Don Post 

Boba Fett Helmet 
New version! 

Just released! 

* New Visor 
* Swivel down antenna 

* Hard Vinyl 
Retail $100, 

Our price $89.95 
FI^NCTIONINQ SABRES! 

• Hand-crafted from aircraft grade 
machined aluminum 

• Blade lights uo when activated 

• Durable acrylic blade is detachable 

• Hear your sabre Hum (not a sound chip) 

• Sabre handle actually vibrates 

• Hiqhtiv polished. Will not rust 

• Attention to detail Hero Knight (pic- 
tured) w/green blade 
Regular price - $275.00 
• SALE price -$195.00! 

HURRY SALE ENDS SOON! 

Other models Available 
Dark Knight w/red blade 
Old Mystic w/blue blade 
Fathers w/blue blade 



S a ke ends 

10/18/96! 



TIME$:,WARP 



Under mail 
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COLLECTIBLES 

P.O. Box 39086 - SFE, San Antonio TX 78218 
timewarp@txdirect.net 
check out our website! 
http://www.txdirect.net/corp/timewarp 
Ph. (210) 805-0960 

Reach us 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week! 
U.S. FUNDS ONLY - CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
$8.00 Shipping and Handiing for all above items 
TX residents include 7.75% tax 
Canadian add $2.00 
*'''** Foreign orders add $4.00 

Prices subject to change without notice 
Please albw 4-6 weeks for delivery IBi™ 
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E-mail 
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JVISA 
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Some of the episodes in the animated Heavy Metal were original, like Taarna, above, while others 
originated in the comic magazine of the same name. The magazine featured many storiesfirst 
published in the French comic Metal Hurlant. 



a shame the filmmakers didn't move more in 
that direction. 

A more enjoyable, though less visually 
sumptuous, example of cartoon sword 'n' 
sorcery emerged in Ralph Bakshi's Wizards 
(Fox Video). During the '70s, Bakshi wasn't 
just at the cutting edge of the animation field 
— he defined the cutting edge — achieving 
popular success with the taboo-shattering 
trio of Fritz the Cat, Heavy Traffic, and Coon- 
skin. For his fourth feature, Bakshi shifted 
gears and took a crack at a genre he would 
return to in his bigger (not necessarily better) 
Lord of the Rings and Fire and Ice. 

The story is a standard struggle between 
good and evil, and magic versus technology, 
set long after mankind has blown itself away 
and left the planet to the elves, fairies, dwarfs, 
and most important, a pair of diametrically- 
opposite wizard brothers. There's Avatar, a 
gruff-voiced, long-bearded half-pint who 
rules all the do-gooders, while Blackwolf, his 
banished, boney brother, plans his revenge 
with the aid of the planet's scununy mutants. 
Unfortunately, his troops are so uninspired, 
they never have a chance — that is, until 
Blackwolf digs through the rubble of the final 
holocaust, and discovers a movie projector 
and enough Hitler footage to get his mind- 
less minions drooling for blood. 

Conceptually, the film owes much to the 
late Vaughn Bode (best known for his 
Cheech Wizard tales), a fact that becomes 
increasingly obvious in the design of sup- 
porting characters such as Necron 99, a trav- 
eling assassin, who's transformed into a war- 
rior for good named Peace, plus the 
pneumatic Elinore, an ever-present demi- 
fairy who bounces about in a skimpy, 
diaphanous wardrobe. Unfortunately, the 
more Bode-esque elements end up homoge- 
nized by the film's lackluster framework, 
while its use of Nazi imagery is a clue to Bak- 



shi's sledgehammer subtlety. 

Additional SF animation can be found in 
1983's Rock & Rule (MGM/UA). Although 
promoted on its release as if it were “Heavy 
Metal Lite," this holds up on its own merits 
with accomplished character and back- 
ground design, and director Clive A. Smith 
maintaining a welcome energy and humor. 
The soundtrack even includes a more rele- 
vant breed of dinosaur, with contributions 
from such luminaries as Debbie Harry, Lou 
Reed, and Iggy Pop. 

Once again, a great war has eliminated the 
human race, and centuries later the dogs 
have mutated into humanoid form. Our set- 
ting is Ohmtown, where Mok, an evil "super 
rocker and purveyor of black magic," wants 
to open a dimensional portal and unleash a 
demon on the world. But in order to ignite 
Armageddon, he needs the one special voice 
that holds the key to that doorway. He dis- 
covers that voice in a blonde-haired singer 
named Angel during an "open mike" night. 
Tossing aside the other three members of her 
band, including her hot-headed boyfriend, 
Mok sweeps Angel away in his blimp, with 
her friends in pursuit. 

The film hits its stride the moment we 
come face to face with this "deprave-o" Mok. 
Looking like the love child of Mick Jagger 
and Sandra Bernhard, he's a wonderfully 
over-the-top megalomaniac, with a streak of 
pure, rotgut evil. And when Mok finally belts 
out a song, it's Lou Reed singing "My Name 
is Mok." He's so much despicable fun that 
you occasionally wish the script would 
dump the boring heroes, and let Mok over- 
run the rest of the movie. 

Rock b Rule is a terrific package that puts 
better known features to shame, thanks to 
solid characterizations. Plus, in a refreshing 
change of pace, Angel turns out to be the 
smartest character in the pic — avoiding the 
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blow away boredom! 



14 video-based screen savers from the movie! 

11 animated screen saver modules! 

Over 50 still-image screen saver scenes with sound! 

15 jigsaw puzzles! 

Over 100 audio clips of classic dialog and 
authentic sound effects! 

36 desktop wallpaper images! 

Limited edition, serialized, collectible packaging. 



SWEEPSTAKES 

T2:3-D BATTLE ACROSS TIME " 




1 CRAND PRIZE TRIPS FOR 1 to Universal Studios Florida® 

Arnold Schwarzenegger stars in the most dazzling 3-D spectacle ever 
created as he takes you through the ultimate war to save the human species! 



1,000 FIRST PRIZES 

— T2™ Limited 
;i TE! Edition 
i Entertainment 

Utility™ 
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WINDOWS ‘95 & 3. 1 
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1 TERMINATOR 2: 3-D BATTLE AC ROSS TIME 

Entries must be postmarked by September 30. and recieved by October 10, 1 996. See below for details. Mail 
completed entry form to:T2: 3-D Battle Across Time"* Sweepstakes, RO. Box 4334, Hollywood, CA 90078 



_ Daytime Telephone Number^ 
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Available At: 




T2 TERMINATOR 2 and the Endoskeieton arg irademarks ot Cdroico Sl99i Cafoico Piciu'es me JAWS E T Eatihqudke Kongiiontdtton Universal 
Stud-os Florida -K UCS Back To The Future ® UCS S Amoi-n 'C 1996 Universal Stud-os Florida All Rcgiiis Reserved Lmnied Edition EnJedainineni 

UI- ‘fy IM 1996 Sound Sou-^ce mierad-ve official RULES ABBREVIATED DETAILS No pu'chase necessary Musi oe 18 years or oidc and a legai TQ ENTER THE SWEEPSTAKES' 

u S res-dent Siweenstakes edr-es must be oosima'-ked Dy September 30 and recieved by OUoDet 10 1996 Odds depend on number oi ei-g hie ... • ^ 

enti.es rece ved Grand prt/e Two tnps tor two to universal Stud-os Fionda to* 4 days and 3 n.ghts two 2 day passes to USF and S200 m spend-ng World Wide Web: http://www.cris.com /-ssi/ 

money See complete rj^es tor deta is (ARV S2000 OOi One mousand First Pn/es Sound Source T2 Limited Ed-tion Enteria-nmem ut-ly on CD- 

ROM lARV S29 95 eachi Foi complete rules send a sen addressed envelope lo Sound Source 12 3 0 Battle Across T.me Sweepstakes Rjies jq LEARN ABOUT TERMINATOR 2'3-D"" 
PO Box 266 Ho:'yvvood CA 90078 iWA,VT residents need not j'i*K return postage ) Noi responsible lo' Idle lost O' m.sd.rected mail Employees oi ... , . ..... 

Soi.r-d Source inic'act .e U'- «ersai Stud-os Florida and ome-s associated v/ith tn-s promotion a*e noi ci-g-bie Sponsor Sound Sou'ce mterjciiye World Wide Web. http.z/www.usf.com 

Wesiidne V-iage CA 






MMSPUtr 



"ManSplat, a tabloid dubbed 
'Bathroom Litter-ature For ( 
Men. ..But Chicks Can 
Read It, Tool' reads like the 
Fortean Times as edited by 
Beavis & Butt-Head." 

— The Dark Side 




A NEWSPAPER TABLOID OF BEER, 
UFOs, GODZILLA, ALIENS, SCI-FI, 
CAPT. KIRK, MONSTERS, ETs, 
BARBARELLA, WRESTLING, 
CONSPIRACIES, KING KONG, 
CROP CIRCLES, MAD MAX, 
TOILET PAPER, GAMERA, 

JOE BOB, PUMPKINHEAD, 
JAMES BOND, SWAMP THING, 
RON JEREMY, ZOMBIES, FARTS, 
PLANET OF THE APES, KUHG FU, 
ROCK & ROLL, GHOSTS, FREAKS, 
AREA 51, BIGFOOT, AND BEER. 



Send a paltry $2.00 to: 
Jeff Gilbert 
c/o Hairball Press 
2318 2nd Ave. Suite 591 
Seattle, WA 98121 



UFO Experts Reveal The Truth 



Species 


UFO 


UlhyM 


Info 


INFORMATION 

CENTER 


are here! 


Sighting 


7wr* 


messages 


Updates 




to people of Earth 



Obductions & encounters 

Tell Us YOUR Story ! 



CALL NOW! 900-776-3996 Ext. 33 
To order UFO Information outside of US, send 
self-address stamped envelope to Project: Earth. 
1177 Branham Lane #156 San Jose, Ca. 95118 
$2.48 per min 18 yr. or older-touch tone US only 



The Best of ScicncG Fiction 

SerGGnings and discussion with dGvelop- 
mcni executives in the film and 
television i nd u^iePuffilted enrollment. 
Call Baruch College Continuing Studies, 

(212) 802-5617 



Star Wars 70-Page Illustrated Catalog 



New and old items. Steins, collector’s plates, 
comics, toys, figures, standees, posters. 
Catalog $5.00. Boba Fett Prop Mask $850. 
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buxom-bimbo route that is standard in the 
genre. Expertly maneuvering around possi- 
ble pitfalls, this is a winner from Nelvana 
Productions. 

Moving to the other side of the Atlantic, 
we have the British production The Secret 
Adventures of Tom Thumb (Manga Entertain- 
ment). Don't let the light-hearted title fool 
you, though, because director /designer 
Dave Borthwick hands in a wicked reinter- 
pretation of the classic fairy tale. Mixing live- 
action and stop-motion animation, the result 
feels like a cross between Franz Kafka and 
George Pal. An incredible achievement that's 
both technically accomplished and emotion- 
ally satisfying, it's no surprise to learn this 
film racked up a number of international 
film-fest prizes when first released. 

Despite his size, the tiny (animated) Tom is 
loved by his lower-class parents (live-action 
Nick Upton and Deborah Collard). The plot 
gets going when he's kidnapped by govern- 
ment forces, who subject the defenseless lit- 
tle creature to cruel, hi-tech lab experiments. 
But Tom soon makes friends with the lab's 
other caged mutations, escapes, and ends up 
in the sewers, where he's taken in by the 
equally tiny Jack the Giant Killer and his 
diminutive people. It seems they've built an 
entire town on the outskirts of the city, with- 
out any of the "giants" noticing the minia- 
ture houses under their feet — even when 
they accidentally crush them. The film then 
evolves into Tom's quest to rejoin his family, 
while Jack uses his trusty blowgun to knock 
out any offending giants. 

You can't help but be impressed with the 
film's minutely animated details, including 
flies and lizards crawling across walls, fish 
flopping about on kitchen plates, a woman 
wearing a live beetle as a brooch, or a Santa 
Claus crucifix hanging on a bedroom wall. 
Even the real-life actors have a jerky, ani- 
mated look, which only adds to the overall 
effect of this fabulous, hour-long trip. Better 
still, amidst this fully-realized landscape, 
we're treated to beauty, horror, and an over- 
whelming sense of tragedy. This is a movie 
that truly understands the potency (not to 
mention, poignancy) of fairy tales, while 
peering at the genre's dark underbelly. 

Another twisted delight from Europe is 
Alice (First Run Features), the feature-length 
debut of acclaimed Czech animator Jan 
Svankmajer. Again we're treated to a dazzling 
combination of live-action and stop-motion, 
as well as a hallucinogenic reworking of Lewis 
Carroll's classic. Put all previous preconcep- 
tions of Alice's adventures away, though, 
because Svankmajer only uses the source 
material as a springboard for his own unique 
mix of the grotesque and the whimsical. 

Focusing on the more disturbing aspects 
of the tale, Svankmajer transforms it into a 
vision of decay and menace, as typified by 
an unusually feral White Rabbit, now a 
stuffed prize that comes to life, pries himself 
from his display, and scampers off. The ever- 
curious Alice (Kristyna Kohoutova) begins 



her travels by following this creature into a 
labyrinthine dresser drawer and enters a 
claustrophobic fantasy world of dolls, bones, 
and sudden violence. In her pursuit of this 
rabbit (who oozes sawdust from a hole in his 
stomach and occasionally brandishes a hack- 
saw), Alice encounters even more gor- 
geously distressed creations. The caterpillar 
is now a living sock with a pair of dentures, 
there's a waterlogged mouse in a sailor suit 
that starts a campfire atop Alice's head, plus 
demented variations on old favorites such as 
a marionette Mad Hatter, a wind-up March 
Hare and, of course, the Queen of Hearts. And 
whenever our live-action starlet shrinks, she 
transforms into an animated porcelain doll. 

Svankmajer loves to bring life to normally 
immobile organic matter, and this film is no 
exception. It's not often you get to see a large 
slab of beef slithering about a tabletop, or 
seemingly ordinary eggs cracking open and 
giving birth to tiny skulls. Many will find this 
too disturbing for its own good. Neverthe- 
less, this is a remarkable achievement that 
expertly mixes Carroll's dreamlike dementia 
with the filmmaker's own, while overflow- 
ing with pitch-black humor and surrealism. 

Finally, let's take a journey back to the real 
roots of sci-fi animation, with 1964's Pinno- 
chio in Outer Space (Columbia) which, even 
during its initial release, had kids squirming 
in their seats with discomfort (without even 
a fast-forward button to ease the pain). 
Cheaply animated, numbingly inane, and 
loaded with terrible songs ("It's a Goody 
Good Morning" will make you want to 
shove your head in the oven), this French- 
made fiasco should be force-fed to anyone 
who whines about how good animated films 
"used to be." 

The story line is pure schmaltz, with Pin- 
nochio — once changed into a real boy by the 
Blue Fairy — reverting back into a puppet 
because of his rude behavior. And now, this 
talking chunk of wood has to again prove 
himself. After wasting his money on a hyp- 
nosis book sold to him by a pair of con men 
(including a beatnik named Mr. Groovy), 
Pinnochio decides to try out his half-baked 
powers on Monstro, a flying killer Space 
Whale, who comes complete with a rocket 
engine growing out of his back. With the help 
of an intergalactic space reptile named Nur- 
tle the "Twurtle" (voiced by Arnold Stang), 
Pinnochio heads out on a quest to save the 
galaxy and turn back into a boy, with misad- 
ventures that include a visit to Mars and run- 
ins with gigantic sandcrabs. 

The animation is sub-par for its time, but 
you won't notice, because you'll be too busy 
hurling MST3K-style insults at the screen. All 
in all, a dismal slice of soft-headed pabulum 
that tries to teach adolescent audiences all 
about being nice to one another, studying 
hard, and the immense rewards of complete 
social conformity — when we all know those 
kids would've preferred a little genuine 
humor and high action for their Saturday 
matinee dollars. □ 
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Pioneer’s hottest Japanese Animation series is back in an aii new feature length 

movie: TENCHl MUYO IN LOVE! Tenchi, Ryoko, Ayeka, Sasami, Ryo-Ohki and Mihoshi are 

waiting for you in the 1970’s-Retro-Tokyo-'Actioii''Sci'Fi style that’s been gluing you to your 

seat since 1994. Add to the mix Dolby Digital and you’re talking five channels of discreet surround SOUncI that 

win blow you away, with music by Christopher Franke (“Tangerine Dream” — 70’s enough for you?) and a 

theme song by Nina Hagen, this is more Tenchi Muyo than you can handle! But don’t take OUT WOrd 

£ . . , .g Laserdisc and VHS in stores August 27 

tor It — see ror yourself. CD soundtrack in stores July 30- Including an original (JA |3|0I\IEER‘ 

score recorded by Christopher Franke and featuring the The Art of Entertainment 
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Interactive, immersive, multimedia — 
No one is doing it like Trekl 

By Melissa J. Perenson 



S TAR Trek has always stood as a testament to the positive aspects of a technological 
future, so it's no surprise that Trek has been in the forefront of the movement forg- 
ing ahead into the brave new world of multimedia CD-ROMs. It's a transition Trek 
has made with ease, complementing the various television and movie series with 



innovative titles that use cutting-edge technology to deliver true "next generation" Trek 




titles than any other media franchise — including Star 
Wars — encompassing the exploits of the original series, 
Next Generation, and Deep Space Nine, with the first Voyager 
title now in production for a 1997 release. The past five 
years have spawned 10 game and reference titles, three of 
them to be released this fall. In an otherwise uncertain 
market for multimedia, Paramount's Simon k Schuster 
Interactive, responsible for all the titles examined here, 
has been able to rely on the Star Trek cachet to establish the 
fledgling division as a multimedia market leader. 

The most provocative title among the new releases is 
Star Trek Borg: Experience the Collective, timed to coincide 
with the 30th anniversary of Trek — and the release of the 
eighth Trek feature film — this fall. And, as it happens, 
the plot of the new movie just happens to involve the 
assimilation-addicted Borg, those cyberhumanoid 
beings whose defining mantra has been "Resistance is 
futile," and whose minds are linked as one through the 
Borg collective. 

According to Keith Halper, executive producer of Borg 
and all past Star Trek products from Simon & Schuster, 
Borg builds on the foundation established by Star Trek Klin- 
^ott, which was Simon & Schuster's initial first-person nar- 
rative adventure. "It's a more complex story, our produc- 
tion quality has gone up, it's a much bigger shoot, and the 
technology used is considerably more interesting." 

The CD-ROM places you in the role of a 
Starfleet cadet who was orphaned after your 
father was killed in battle with the Borg. The 
ever-fun, ever-omnipotent Q provides you an 
opportunity to travel back in time and save your 
father, as one of the crew members on your 
father's ship. 

The experience is the next best thing to being 
on board a starship yourself. "We wanted this 
to be a Star Trek episode that was happening to 
you," explains Halper. "The places that you 
visit include the bridge of a Federation ship 
and the inside of a Borg ship. It's a really fun 
episode, with a lot of humor, a lot of special 
effects, and a lot of action. We shot everything 
in point-of-view, as if you were a character on 
the show. We have the characters directly 
addressing you, so you can have the kind of 
relationship with, say, Q, that you imagine 
that Picard has. It's an interactive adventure; 



entertainment. And the Trek multimedia universe will 
expand considerably in this, the 30th anniversary year 
of Star Trek, as the latest feature film waits just around 
the corner. 

The Star Trek multimedia library already spans more 



Star Trek: Borg the lat- 
est interactive CD- 
ROM from Simon and 
Schuster Interactive 
includes footage shot 
on many of the origi- 
nal Star Trek sets. 
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STAR TREK™ 
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1930s to today! 



STILL THINGS 

13622 HennyAve. (SFE) 
Sylmar, CA 91342 



FREE CATALOG - X-files, Trek, Lois 
& Clark, Quantum Leap, Alien Nation, 
Space: Above & Beyond, Beauty & the 
Beast, seaQuest, Babylon 5, Sliders, 
Highlander, Forever Knight, Hercules, 
Star Wars, Earth 2 and more - Martin 
Ent. SE, POB 12211 Burke, VA 22009 



Star M 30tli Rnnivarsary Space Pen 

Laser Engraved Pen featuring pressurized ink 
cartridge used by NASA. Other Trek, Star 
Wars & Apollo 1 3 styles also available. 
Send check or SASE for brochure to: 
The Write Stuff 
4894 Lone Min Rd #193B 
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Robert O'Reilly, right, returns as Gowron in 
Star Trek; Klingon. 



you are required to make decisions during 
the course of this episode that impact the 

outcome of the story." 

With an ambitious seven-figure budget, 
the Borg project represents the efforts of four 
months of production, and a 10-day shoot on 
the Paramount lot (which is three days 
longer than the schedule allowed a one-hour 
episodic drama). One of the reasons Borg 
may look so much like an episode meant for 
broadcast television is that television profes- 
sionals were used to create and film the CD- 
ROM; even the editing was done on the same 
machines used by the TV shows. 

And if some of the sets look familiar, that's 
because they are. "We used original sets and 
sets from Voyager, as well as one of the fea- 
ture sets," reveals Halper. The writer on Borg 
is Hilary Bader, who — in addition to such 
well-received episodes as DS9's "Meridian" 
and Voyager's "Eye of the Needle" — also 



scripted the Klingon CD-ROM and numerous 
Trek episodes for television; the director is 
James L. Conway, a prolific industry veteran 
who's already directed around 20 Next Gen- 
eration, Deep Space Nine, and Voyager episodes, 
including last winter's "Death Wish," which 
brought Q to the Delta Quadrant. Voyager's 
regular director of photography, Marvin 
Rush, was also on crew. "Even our produc- 
tion crew was, for the most part. Voyager 
folks," says Halper, "with some DS9 people 
thrown in." And of course, the inimitable 
actor John De Lancie reprises his role as Q. 

It was a great help that Conway was well- 
grounded, both in Trek and in PC gaming. "I 
try to imagine how difficult it would have 
been to take someone without his familiar- 
ity with the material and say, 'Here, here's 
the script. Go forth and do this,' and then 
having to explain everything," Halper says. 
"Jim looks at this stuff and just knows it so 
well he just goes and does it." 

Elaborates Conway, "I understand the Star 
Trek universe, and that's vital. I mean, peo- 
ple have a certain way of walking and talk- 
ing, and there's the way the dialogue plays. 
This CD-ROM is like a Star Trek episode, in 
terms of its authenticity in every regard, and 
knowing the show so well enables me to 
adhere to that. I can direct the CD-ROM in 
total confidence that this could have been an 
episode. And that's great for the gamer, 
because people who buy these CD-ROMs are 
fans of the show, and you want to give them 
what they're used to and what they expect." 

Borg is Conway's first foray into interac- 
tive, but he's by no means a stranger to the 
genre. "I'm a game player, always have been 
since they came out in the early '80s, all the 
way back to when it was Zork, a text-based 
game," says Conway. 

Being a gamer himself made it easier for 
Conway to understand the needs of the 
medium. "1 know as a gamer what turns me 
on, what really gets me excited." Putting his 
practical expertise to work, says Conway, "I 
learned from Klingon. 1 played the game, and 
by watching the game, 1 learned what 
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The Next Generation's Jonathan Frakes directed the video segments of the Star Trek: Klingon 
interactive adventure. 



worked and what didn't, what I liked about 
I it, and what I didn't like. And I tried to 
improve upon it. For me, it was important to 
keep both the camera moving and the people 
moving, it just made it much more dynamic 
and in your face. I think that's what you need 
in a game, to keep your attention at all times." 

The biggest challenge in filming the CD- 
ROM, says Conway, "was to make sure to 
keep the point of view and get across the 
drama. By making the gamer a character, it's 
all point-of-view shots. By design, each scene, 
whether it's two or three pages long, is done 
in one shot. Everybody relates to the camera, 
as the camera moves around the room, and 
that means there are no close-ups. Instead, 
when the camera moves, and the people 
move, the people then come into focus; they 
become close when they need to say some- 
[ thing, and move away when they don't. 

"Normally, you shoot a master, which is a 
wide shot, and then you shoot the different 
close-ups of everybody around the room. But 
this way, the pressure on the actors and the 
crew to get the shot correct in one take all the 
way from beginning to the end is much more 
j severe, and because there are no close-ups in 
the game that you can cut to in order to make 
j up mistakes. We would be doing sometimes 
15, 16 takes to get it right, but the nice thing is, 
once we got it, we had it — we didn't have to 
shoot all those close-ups." 

In keeping with the Trek tradition of inno- 
vating new technologies, Borg incorporates 
I the latest version of True Motion-S video, so 
I that instead of seeing fuzzy, 8-bit video as on 
I Klingon, you have crisper 16-bit video, which 
will run at 15 frames per second on a low- 
end Pentium; the difference, according to 
Halper, is video that's "virtually indistin- 
i guishable" from what you see on television. 

I Plus, the process of shooting an interactive 
video has been refined; whereas in Klingon 
j there was only one basic shot, in Borg, Halper 
says,"we expanded to three cuts, which 



allows the camera more movement, and us 
to be a lot more intricate in the kinds of 
things we can show." 

The disc also incorporates a new video 
compression technique called "comprend- 
ing," which allows two video streams on top 
of one another. "Imagine that you're watch- 
ing a scene, and you want to scan the area 
with your tricorder," explains Halper. "In 
other, earlier video-based products, you 
couldn't pull out one piece of video repre- 
senting the tricorder and lay it on top of 
another video in real-time. Using this tech- 
nology, we can." 

Expect more titles from the Simon & Schus- 
ter well, including entries in the less ambi- 
tious, but no less essential, Episode Guide 
series. Introduced over the course of this past 
summer and fall, CD-ROM guides are cur- 
rently available for The Next Generation, Deep 
Space Nine, and the original series, and are the 
penultimate references to Star Trek's televi- 
sion incarnations, bar none. All feature a 
database with episode summaries, produc- 
tion notes, photos, and plot synopses, as well 
as (QuickTime videos with episode highlights. 

All three of these episode guides can be 
used in conjunction with the newly updated 
Star Trek Omnipedia, an overwhelmingly 
powerful compilation of all Trek details, no 
matter how minute they may seem. Based 
upon the best-selling references The Star Trek 
Chronology, by Michael Okuda and Denise 
Okuda, and The Star Trek Encyclopedia, by 
Michael Okuda, Denise Okuda, and Debbie 
Mirek, the Omnipedia is your one-stop source 
of Trek facts, trivia, and history. 

Organized with an interface modeled after 
the computer console screens seen on The 
Next Generation, and punctuated with Majel 
Barrett Roddenberry's familiar Federation 
computer system voice, this is where you'll 
find everything from background and 
episode information on the most insignificant 
characters ever to grace Star Trek's screens, to 
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in-depth treatments of Trek's infamous tech- 
nobabble and character histories. There are 
over 2,000 photos, illustrations, and digitized 
film clips, and more than 9,000 searchable, 
indexed, cross-referenced, and hypertext- 
linked entries. The Omnipedia pushes the lim- 
its of today's technology by being the first 
consumer product to integrate voice-recog- 
nition capabilities, simulating the Federa- 
tion's voice-activated computers in the series. 

The most ambitious Trek release prior to 
Borg v^fas this year's immodestly titled Star 
Trek Klingon: The Ultimate Interactive Adven- 
ture, which offered a language-immersion 
course in Klingon as well as an interactive 
simulation encompassing elements of Klin- 
gon culture, ritual, and lore. About two years 
in the making, this three-CD set was directed 
by The Next Generation's second-in-com- 
mand, Jonathan Frakes, and stars Robert 
O'Reilly, reprising his Next Gen role of 
Gowron, leader of the Klingon High Council. 
Replete with 90 minutes of full-screen, full- 
motion video sequences, you are cast as a 
young Klingon, coming of age as a warrior, 
who must undergo an intense test of Klingon 
language, culfure, and warfare techniques, 
taught by Gowron himself. A "Power Klin- 
gon" CD-ROM, narrafed by Michael Dom as 
Worf, is included to help you master the 
Klingon language; like the Omnipedia, the 
language tutorial uses voice recognition tech- 
nology to ensure that you properly learn 
Klingon pronunciation. 

On the Star Trek gaming front, there have 
been three new CD-ROMs this year alone, 
with another one based upon the movie Gen- 
erations (and starring William Shatner, the 
Next Gen cast, and Malcolm McDowell) due 
out in time for Christmas. Now pushed out 
of fhe feature film arena, some members of 
the original cast are finding a new life film- 
ing CD-ROMs. Using a topic that's long been 
bandied about as one of the perermially 
potential subjects for the next Trek film or TV 
series. Interplay's Starfleet Academy puts you 
on the bridge as captain of the Enterprise dur- 
ing a flight simulation exercise. As a top 
Starfleet cadet, you'll be instructed by 
William Shatner's Captain James T. Kirk, 
Walter Koenig's Chekov, and George Takei's 
Sulu, with all three actors appearing in full- 
motion video sequences. 

Spectrum Holobyte's Star Trek: The Next 
Generation: A Final Unity, puts you in the cap- 
tains' chair, giving orders to the Next Gen cast 
while going through an entertaining series 
of adventure-filled missions. When there's 
an away team, you can opt to change your 
viewpoint to that of any of the away team 
members. Viacom New Media's Deep Space 
Nine: Harbinger more resembles the first-per- 
son narrative perspective of Star Trek Klingon. 
This challenging game enhances the aura of 
reality through the use of 3-D animations 
and voices of mosf of the DS9 cast. Your role 
is that of a Federation envoy trapped in a 
murder mystery set against the backdrop of 
Continued on page 82 
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HEN I WAS ABOUT 13, I RECEIVED A STRANGE 
and wondrous legacy from an older relative; a 
huge steamer trunk packed with old pulp SF 
magazines from the 1950s. It took me the bet- 
ter part of a year to plow through all of it, but 
plow 1 did, acquiring a taste for the social satire 
of Frederick Pohl, the sharp irony of Robert 
Sheckley, the lean and pointed prose of Jerry 
Sohl. Today, those names mean little outside 
of certain tight circles, but these were among 
the writers that set me on the path to my here-and-now. 

Yet, of all the writers 1 met inside that life-changing trunk, 
no name sticks in my memory in the same way as Richard S. 
Shaver. In that mountain of pulp, there were only a couple of 
his stories, which in fact weren't very good. More fascinating 
was the firestorm of controversy that raged in the Letters 
pages of Amazing Stories (a magazine title later licensed by 
Steven Spielberg for his television series) surrounding 
Shaver's claims that his works were not fiction at all. They 
were, he claimed, the true account of his own relationship 
with the Teros and the Deros, two strange races of humanoids 
who lived in caverns far beneath the earth, and communi- 
cated their story to him via powerful telepathic beams. 

Reading those Letters pages of 
long ago, I learned that a good 
many SF and fantasy fans are out- 
raged when science fiction is linked 
with supposedly "factual" accounts 
of preternatural occurrence. Many 
think that the slightest association 
between "cheap pseudo-science," 
and the literature that can claim 
such lights as Flarlan Ellison, J.G. 
Ballard, and Kurt Vonnegut, robs 
the genre of its dignity. 

For the past year, we've been 
treated to a strange instance of crude 
science fiction posing as fact with 
the Fox broadcast ot Alien Autopsy, a 
transparent hoax perpetrated by 



"My name is John Loengard. 
This program is being pre- 
sented as fiction to protect 
those people fighting in the 
Resistance. But 1 will tell 
you the truth now, if you 
will listen 

By Robert Martin 





British video producer Ray SantilU and his German partner 
Volker Spielberg. Fox continues to rebroadcast the tabloid- 
TV documentary, never addressing the critics who have 
demolished its credibility (on the Web, see http:// 
wnvw.roswell.org and http://www.tmdang.com for their 
thorough debuntog). Fox must be well aware that they are 
participating in a hoax, but should their failure to "own up" 
be regarded as a breach of a tmsted bond between audience 
and programmer? Or is their continued offering of this 
bogus show as a "documentary" just a harmless prank on 
the Tme Believers — or even an experiment in meta-fiction? 
I wonder about these things so you won't have to. 

Every one of our readers must have seen NBC's myste- 
rious promotional ads for Dark Skies, which first appeared 
during the NBA Finals and have peppered the network's 
airways ever since. Just a couple of things are clear from 
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Bach opens Project 
Majestic's secret files, 
concealing the accumu- 
lated evidence of Earth's 
unexpected — and unwel- 
come— guests. 



these teasers; that it's a science fiction show debuting on 
September 21 (it will debut soon thereafter on the UK's 
Channel 4), and that it involves an alien invasion. 

The truth, however, is stranger. 

The pilot episode of Dark Skies isn't at all mysterious or 
teasing. The very first sequence of the show is a visual effects 
highlight, as a pilot in a U-2 aircraft (an experimental recon- 
naissance plane of the early '60s) gets blasted out of the sky 
by a UFO. The pilot, we learn, is Francis Gary Powers — 
who, according to all the history books, was shot down by 
Russians during the Eisenhower presidency. That's just the 
beginning of a never-ending stream of historic revisionism 
that the series promises, in the unfolding story of a surrep- 
titious invasion of planet Earth that began in the 1940s. 

John Loengard (Eric Close) and Kimberly Sayers (Megan 
Ward) are a "modem" 1961 couple, unmarried but living 



together in Washington, DC, where they have arrived to 
become lower-echelon government staffers at the beginning 
of the Kennedy administration. When a budget-cutting con- 
gressman assigns Loengard to investigate "Project Blue 
Book" (the Air Force's saucer investigations division), the 
young man is impressed by the testimony of saucer wit- 
nesses Betty and Barney Hill, and is ready to press for a con- 
gressional investigation of saucer phenomena. But Loen- 
gard's ambitions are thwarted by Navy Capt. Frank Bach — 
number three man in a top-secret military organization 
code-named "Majestic-12." In their first encounter, Bach 
threatens Loengard's life, and destroys his taped saucer tes- 
timony. When Loengard persists, Bach makes an about-face, 
and recruits Loengard as an operative of Majestic, which is 
charged with gathering information and maintaining a 
cover-up on the alien invaders. 
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By chronicling Loengard's career with 
Majestic, Dark Skies will be offering something 
that many fans hoped to see in The X-Files, but 
has never satisfactorily emerged — a contin- 
uing story line that makes fictional sense out 
of the diverse lore of UFO phenomena and 
government secrets. While many fans will no 
doubt continue to favor the soft-focus 
approach of "Brand X," Dark Skies doesn't just 
confront you with mysteries. In this world, the 
Truth isn't "out there," it's right in your face. 
The show's mix of historical fact (the U-2 inci- 
dent, the Kennedy assassination), saucer leg- 
end (Betty and Barney Hill, the ahnost-surely 
bogus "Majestic" project) and fiction com- 
pares to nothing else in film or television; in 
literature, it is probably most closely related 
to Wilson and Shea's The llluminatus Trilogy, 
which similarly attempted to recast all of his- 
tory as a struggle between secret powers. 

According to executive producer Bryce 
Zabel who, with supervising producer Brent 
Friedman, is also the series' co-creator. Dark 



Skies contains more truth than some viewers 
may suspect. "1 don't see Dark Skies as just a 
series," says Zabel. "It's a blend of fact, 
informed speculation, and dramatic license. 
The series premise is simply this: That our 
future is happening in our past." 

Zabel, well known as a writer and execu- 
tive producer for ABC's Lois and Clark and 
Fox's M.A.N.T.I.S., also has a background in 
hard news, as part of the team that launched 
Ted Turner's Cable News Network in 1980. 
Dark Skies is the culmination of the ex- 
reporter's long-held belief that the U.S. Gov- 
ernment, on at least one occasion, was not 
entirely truthful with the American people. 
And, while the UFO material is the flashier 
part of the story. Dark Skies is equally con- 
cerned with the legendary machinations of 
America's "secret government" — faceless, 
unelected men who wield powers never 
granted to them, or to anyone, by the U.S. 
Constitution. Since all of this is the sort of 
stuff that most newsmen spend their life- 



RIGHT: Navy captain Frank Bach (]. T. 
Walsh) initiate John Loengard (Eric Close, 
foreground right) into the cultic mysteries of 
the military in the pilot episode of NBC's new 
science fiction thriller, dark skies. LEFT: 
Megan Ward, left, last seen in joe's Apart- 
ment, plays Kimberly Sayer, a sixties woman 
just slightly ahead of her time; Eric Close 
(Loengard) was recently a regular in Sisters. 



times avoiding, one has to wonder what for- 
mer newsman Zabel really believes. 

"I believe that the evidence indicates that a 
UFO did crash outside of Roswell in 1947," he 
says. "This has been backed up by numerous 
servicemen who were there at the time, and 
who later participated in some kind of cover- 
up. 1 personally have talked to servicemen 
who have served at Roswell who vouched for 
the authenticity of such reports. Roswell 
offered an answer to the question of whether 
we are alone in the universe — that's the big 
cosmic riddle, isn't it? This isn't the same as 
withholding information about Iran-Contra. 

"If you believe, as I do, that this event at 
Roswell actually happened, it seems obvious 
that a piece of major, life-changing news has 
been withheld from the American public for 
50 years. And nothing happens in isolation; 
if a Roswell cover-up happened, that implies 
all sorts of things. Which of the people in 
power really know what happened at 
Roswell? Any reasonable answer to that 
leads to questions about secret governments, 
'black budget' operations — all of that. 

"My job is to write a TV series," Zabel 
points out, "and come up with good stories. 
But do 1 believe there's truth at the core of 
this? Yes, I do. 

"I've been interested in UFOs since I was 
a kid," Zabel recalls, "reading the original 
UFO books by people like Donald Kehoe, 
and later Betty and Barney Hill's Interrupted 
journey. I didn't really believe in flying 
saucers, but I found the topic interesting. I 
became interested in saucers again in the 
mid-'80s and, during the writers' strike in 
1988, 1 wrote a 'spec' script called "Progeni- 
tor," which later became the Sci-Fi Channel's 
first original movie. Official Denial. That was 
my effort to make sense of what I thought of 
the saucer phenomenon at that time. 

"The script got me noticed, and Amblin' 
approached me to develop a UFO TV series, 
which we called Sightings [unrelated to the 
existing program, recently signed to the Sci- 
Fi Channel]. We pitched it to all four net- 
works, who didn't want to hear about UFOs 
at the time, even with Steven Spielberg, 'Mr. 
E.T.,' involved, which shocked the hell out of 
me. The main character in that was named 
John Loengard." 

Which leads us to 1993, when Zabel 
became involved as a writer and executive 
producer on Lois and Clark. Zabel's fascina- 
tion with saucers invaded the series with the 
second show, when Zabel's script "Strange 
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Visitor From Another Planet," wrapped an 
entire UFO mythology around Superman's 
arrival on Earth. 

"Arormd the same time, I was doing final 
rewrites on Official Denial, and I was contacted 
by a guy who wanted to give me notes on the 
script. I asked the guy who he was, and he 
said. It doesn't work that way — you give me 
a name.' Scrambling for a name, I said 'You're 
John Loengard,' and that's the name that he 
used on the few occasions when we talked." 

According to Zabel, this anonymous infor- 
mant, claiming first-hand knowledge of a 
government cover-up of saucer activity, was a 
catalyst that helped spark the core concept of 
Dark Skies. Zabel didn't find "Loengard's" 
story particularly credible, and suspects that 
he may have been a saucer enthusiast so des- 
perate to be listened to, that he felt compelled 
to make up a good story. Zabel even consid- 
ers the possibility that his informant may have 
been giving false information in order to fur- 
ther muddy the waters, as many UFO experts 
believe is sometimes done by the government 
as part of a continuing cover-up effort. 

"At the time of Roswell," Zabel says, "we 
were emerging from World War E, and enter- 
ing the Cold War. I think they made a decision 
that is quite understandable when you look at 
it through the prism of that period's national 
security concerns. But 50 years have passed, 
and now it's impossible for them to reverse 
that decision, because they'll be revealed to 



have lied for so long. And they can't do that." 

The nature of secrets is that, as long as 
secrets are kept, we can only guess at their 
dimensions. The science fiction element of 
Dark Skies — the "what if?" that drives the 
story — is the supposition that the secrets 
held by the government, and the secrets of 
the UFOs, are big secrets. 

If there is any truth to the very heavy mat- 
ters addressed in Dark Skies, isn't there some 
risk of trivializing these matters by making 
them part of an entertaining drama? Zabel 
doesn't think so. "All the media trivializes 
everything, in some sense. My highest pri- 
ority is to entertain, but if, along the way, it 
causes people to ask some questions, if it 
raises some people's awareness, I think that's 
a healthy thing. Especially if there is a reality 
behind the UFO phenomenon. 

"If there is no such reality, the question 
remains whether, for instance, the implication 
that JFK was assassinated due to knowledge 
that he had about UFOs trivializes his death, 
or demeans his family and memory. Well, JFK 
and his life have been thoroughly mytholo- 
gized already. He's increasingly a figure of 
history. No one would question a similar dra- 
matic use of, for instance, Abraham Lincoln. 
It makes it a bit edgier to use JFK, but the 
principle is entirely the same. The 'harder' 
ones will be further along in the series — like 
the fourth season, when we will have George 
Bush coEaborating with the Hive." 



The Hive, in case you can't guess, is the 
"group mind" of the alien invaders, a grow- 
ing collective that will grow more forceful as 
more of the invaders gather in our own little 
comer of the universe; eventually, the power of 
the Hive collective will reach a certain "critical 
mass," at which time the invasion force will 
announce its presence to the world at large. 

Although the show is currently set in the 
mid-1960s, Zabel and Friedman don't plan 
on remaining in that era for long. As Zabel 
explains, "We are going to move the show 
forward in such a way that our show's time 
will catch up with real time in 1999 because, 
in the show, the alien Hive has an announce- 
ment to make at the start of the Millennium. 
We want to catch up with that, and be part of 
that in real time." 

One of the most peculiar aspects of Dark 
Skies is this proposal to radically change the 
show after its first few seasons. Even assuming 
the show endures, Zabel is aware that there 
may be pitfalls on his route to the year 2000. "I 
can't tell you what is likely to happen if we are 
a big success and, at the end of season two, I 
tell [NBC Chairman] Warren Littlefield that 
we want to jump ahead 10 years, and have Eric 
Close plav his own son — or whatever device 
we come up with at that time. The response 
might be, 'Gee, the '60s really work, and every- 
one identifies this show as being about the 
'60s.' A lot of things could happen. 

"But we have been clear with the network 
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about the concept from the beginning, 
although there remain some questions that we 
don't have answers for right now. We want to 
paint on a canvas that is all of modem history, 
and bring all of that tension to bear on a focal 
point at the start of the Millennium." 

While Zabel has been itching to do a 
saucer series for years, he credits the ambi- 
tious scope of Dark Skies to a fruitful writing 
partnership with Brent Friedman, a young 
screenwriter with several "B-movie" credits. 
Including the recent horror film Ticks. "1 was 
preparing to pitch ideas for the season, and 
was planning to again pitch a UFO show to 
the networks. By this time, 1 was co-execu- 
tive producer of M.A.N.T.I.S., and my assis- 
tant was Brent Friedman's wife, Patricia; she 




brought us together when she learned of my 
interest in UFOs. 

"When 1 met Brent, we started throwing 
things around. He tossed in the title Dark 
Skies; we locked into this particular idea, and 
we just couldn't stop developing it — even 
once we realized we had more than enough, 
we'd still be coming up with things, because 
we wanted to understand the entire universe 
of this particular idea. 

"In terms of our respective roles, Brent has 
never worked in television before, so I was 
his entree into the field and, given my back- 
ground as a newsman, and since Brent was 
probably just a few months old when 
Kennedy was killed, 1 have a better grasp on 
the authentic history of that time; and Brent's 
background in the genre allowed him to 
work more on ensuring that this worked as 
an exciting alien-invasion piece. It's a great 
working relationship, because on a project as 
large in scope as this, it's great to have some- 
one else who understands things as you do, 
on an almost molecular level, someone you 
can talk to about it." 

Joining the team as a series producer is 
James D. Parriott, well known to fans as the 
co-creator and guiding light of Forever Knight. 
"And it's amazing to see the continued fan 
support that show gets," says Zabel. "The fans 
got word that James was here, and people 
actually sent flowers. I won't mind at all if 
Dark Skies gets that kind of energy behind it" 

Kimberly Sayer gets involved in her sweet- 
heart's work, when she is herself "invaded " — 
and becomes a host for a particularly nasty 
breed ofET. 



Zabel is delighted with the big push Dark 
Skies is getting from NBC, though he wasn't 
exactly thrilled when NBC rejected the script 
that was to be the first episode of the series, 
following the two-hour pilot. "I did feel very 
attached to the material in "Paranoia Strikes 
Deep," which was to bring John Loengard to 
Dallas in the aftermath of the Kennedy assas- 
sination," he says. "But when you make a 
television series, your production money 
comes from the people who are broadcasting 
it, and they have a right to their say. 

Contrary to reports elsewhere, "There was 
no 'political repression' involved in NBC's 
decision against our script. They simply felt 
it was too much JFK, too early in the series — 
that people coming in for the first couple of 
shows might think it was a series about JFK. 

"We were never told that we couldn't use 
that material, and it may re-emerge — per- 
haps when we get to the period of the War- 
ren Commission, for instance. 

"NBC in general has been great so far. One 
of my favorite comments came from Warren 
Littlefield, who said, 'If this isn't Must-See- 
TV, then what is?"' 

And Dark Skies does seem to have "TV hit" 
written all over it. 

Comments Zabel, "I'm a radical optimist. 
Every time something's on the launchMg pad. 
I'm the one saying, 'Hey, this is good, I think 
we're going to coimect with this.' And occa- 
sionally I've been disappointed. The difference 
with Dark Skies is that, on the others, I never felt 
they would open big — there's too much out 
there, and it can take a while for a good show 
to get noticed. I think Dark Skies is going to cut 
through the noise and open big. Certainly, 
NBC is doing all it can to get it noticed." □ 
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ARTH DATE: SEPTEMBER 

^^8, 1966. With little fanfare, a ^ 

far-i'etched SF show debuted on ^ 

a Thursday, at 8:30 pm on the NBC 
network; its self-proclaimed mission: 

"To boldly go where no ‘man has’ 
gone before." 

A mission fulfilled. With a legacy that, to date, 
includes eight movies, four spin-off television series, 
approaching a dozen CD-ROMs, and an unparalleled mer- 
chandising and publishing bonanza. Star Trek has written itself 
-straight into the record books. And if the past 30 years have 
proven anything, they've shown that Star Trek is more than a 
passing flight of fancy. Star Trek somehow continues its hold on 
the American imagination, boldly taking us into a bigger, bet- 
ter, and brighter future, far-removed from qur pedestrian, con- 
temporary existence, as Trek forges ahead with new seasons ot 
Deep Spaee Nine and Voi/a^er, as well as an eighth feature film. 

"Trek has evolved into a monolithic creature with a life of its. 
own," notes Ira Behivthe executive producer of Deep Spaee Nhie. 
"It's generated millions and millions,. even billioifs of dollars."' 



Producers Ira Bdtr o/Deep 
Space Nine, and Jeiri Taylor of 
Voyager, take careful stock of 
the present and near future of 
SB's leading franchise. 



By Melissa Perenson 











Captain 
Kathryn 
Janeway (Kate 
Mtilgrew) com- 
mands the USS 
Voyager in the 
fourth incarna- 
tion of Gene 
Roddenbernj's 
brainchild. 









42 Dark Skies: Truth is Stranger 

"This progrnm is being presented ns fiction to protect those people fight- 
ing in the name of the resistance. But I will tell you the truth nozv, if you 
will listen...". 



72 Solo: A Cyborg Killer With a 
Social Conscience 

fs 

Director Norberto Barba and actor Mario van Peebles add sweat-equity to 
a modest budget in pursuit of a high-action, late-summer sleeper. 

78 Panic! 




48 Trek: How 

Producers Ira Behr o/Deep Space Nine, and Jerri Taylor o/ Voyager, 
take careful stock of the present and near future of SB's leading franchise. 



56 Trek Insiders: The Real Story? 

Dcsilu studio executive Herbert Solow and Trek producer Robert Just- 
man challenge the canon o/Star Trek's origins. 

62 Can Chris Save the World? 

The inventor of The X-Files takes on the Millennium, 



68 Is the Truth 
Still Out There? 

The X-Files' greatest success has always 
derived from the fertile soil of real-life 
UFO mythology. 



I The Cover: Star Trek then and now: 
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Jerri Taylor, executive producer and co-cre- 
ator of Voyager, who came to the show from 
a four-year stint in various production roles 
on Next Generation, knows well the differ- 
ences among the series. "It's evolved along 
different channels," she remarks. "Next Gen- 
eration had a certain look and feel to it that 
was very hopeful and optimistic and bright, 
and dealt largely with a family that cared 
about each other, and stuck together. Deep 
Space Nine was created to have a different 
look and feel — a darker version of Star Trek. 

“Deep Space Nine's crew was thrown into 
political turmoil and upheaval and conflict. 
It was by conscious design an attempt to pre- 
sent a different aspect of the human condi- 
tion. Voyager was created to be another 'star- 
ship show,' when Next Generation went off the 
air, and it has been our effort to return not so 
much to the Next Generation, as to the original 
series, with a sense of adventure, of being out 
there, where no one has ever been before . . . 
of reaUy being explorers and adventurers, on 



the cutting edge of discovery; and to bring 
back Gene's original vision." 

Taylor notes that Star Trek has, first and 
foremost, been about the human condition. 
"It always has been. Working in the 23rd or 
24tli century as we do, it allows us to come 
at contemporary problems in an oblique 
way, to comment on and unravel and explore 
the human condition through alien situa- 
tions, through futuristic situations." 

Behr echoes Taylor's perspective, with a 
twist or two of his own. Behr, who began in 
1990 as a producer on Next Generation, left 
tliat series after one season, later returning to 
spearhead Deep Space Nine. "Obviously the 
shows are all very different, even though 
they're all in the same universe and have a 
lot of the same basic themes and ideas. Tlie 
original series was a 'Wagon Train in space,' 
which is how they sold it, and it really was a 
liberal adventure series. That show basically 
worked on adventure and action, with a pro- 
gressive philosophy. The second show was 






more cerebral, with less action for action's 
sake. When Roddenberry created The Next 
Generation, he had distinct ideas of what the 
future would be like, unlike the original 
series. By the time of Next Generation, Star 
Trek had become a pop-culture icon, and 
Roddenberry was much more aware that 
he'd be under the spotlight. 

"Next Generation was under that spotlight, 
and took itself very seriously. I mean, that's 
what I remember about TNG. How seriously 
not only people took it, but how seriously it 
took itself." He pauses. "TNG was, for 
myself, not the most exciting show to write. 
Very limiting. It was tough to get humor into 
it, it was tough to write a lot of dramatic sit- 
uations with the lead characters, and a lot of 
the lead characters probably did not develop 
as much as they could have." 

With a cast that has developed into a true 
ensemble over the years, and a tone in stark 
contrast to that of the original series and Next 
Generation, DS9 has become the most favored 
series of many Trek fans. "Deep Space Nine is 
a character-driven show," says Behr. "It has 
more humor, more character conflict, and is 
more ambiguous — everything does not 
have to be wrapped up each time." 







Behr is fond of the quote from The Adven- 
tures ofBuckaroo Banzai: "'Wherever you go, 
there you are.' That's the basic philosophy of 
Deep Space Nine, though we've never articu- 
lated it as such. Just because we're in the 
future, doesn't mean that man is going to 
leave himself and his baser instincts behind. 

"Deep Space Nine is, I think, more prone to 
look at the Star Trek philosophy and to do 
rips on it. We definitely know what's come 
before us, and we'd like to see how we can 
expand, stretch, distort, have fun with, and 
basically just continue what's already been, 
hopefully giving it a fresh slant. There's a lot 
of history behind this series, but I'd like to 
think that we're still surprising the audience. 

"It remains a positive show with a positive 
outlook, but there's a little more struggle. 
Struggle is good, and I think TNG's struggles 
were all external, rather than internal." 

If Behr had his way, surprising the audi- 
ence isn't all he'd do. "I'd like DS9 to be a 
challenge to the viewer, to keep the viewers 
on their toes. Because we keep talking about 
30 years of Star Trek — 30 years of anything 
and you want to shoot it in the head and let 
it die, you know? I want the audience to feel, 
'Hey, this is still going pretty good, I could 



hang around for a couple more years; it stiU 
speaks to me.'" 

Trek has been unstoppable for the past 
decade, but in recent months, a ratings down- 
turn and soft rustles of discontent among the 
fans have somewhat dimmed the show's 
horizons. With Paramount's new shows even 
competing against The Next Generation, and 
the original series in some markets, could 
there be too much of a good thing? 

It's not the first time that question would 
be asked. The question was certainly asked 
often enough in January 1995, on the eve of 
Voyager's premiere into an already-crowded 
Trek universe. 

"We questioned that ourselves, as a mat- 
ter of fact," admits Taylor, "not being certain 
that the fans wouldn't be overwhelmed with 
a glut of Star Trek. As we approach the third 
season of Voyager, I still believe that that's a 
possibility. It may be that we are approaching 
that time when the public is sort of saturated 
with sci-fi and with Star Trek. My own per- 
sonal feeling [regarding Voyager] is that, in 
the second season, we let our storytelling 
move away from Gene's vision somewhat; 
we created a ship where it doesn't look like 
it's any fun to be. 



S on Jake (Cirroc Lofton, ABOVE 

Sisko (Avery Brooks) have taken 
us on great adventures aboard 
Deep Space 9, while at the 
same time teaching us enduring lessons 
about family. BELOW LEFT: The Star 
Trek franchise has always endowed its 
aliens with a deep humanity, as with 
Security Chief Odo (Rene Auberjonois) 
and Quark (Armin Shimerman). 
ABOVE: Our first line of defense 
against the hostile forces from the 
Gamma Quadrant and beyond is Deep 
Space 9, a massive structure that stands 
at the very edge of the final frontier. 
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"Our group has turned very serious, and 
doesn't seem to be enjoying each other, or 
their journey. That's why, in the third season, 
I want to turn things around, and recapture 
that spirit of zest and fun and adventure, and 
see if that is what people would rather see in 
Star Trek." 

From the Deep Space Nine perspective, Behr 
says, "I don't thirik we have the same follow- 
ing as some of the other shows have had — 
not quite the same level of fantasy figures that 
the others are, but that's OK. I do feel we've 
been ignored in the mainstream press. Ulti- 
mately, as I've said before, and still believe: 
This show will get more popular. I think it's a 
lot like the original series in that way." 

On the issue of Star Trek saturation, Behr 
offers, "I think we are getting dangerously 
close. You can't turn on the TV some 
evenings without finding some version of 
Starfleet walking around. But, Trek is a 
unique situation. It is unlike anything in the 




history of television. 

"Obviously, I would like DS9's ratings to 
go up, but they keep trying to compare our 
numbers to TNG's. When TNG was on, there 
was no science fiction on television. We were 
the only game in town, you know? And now, 
there's a dozen or more choices. There's a lot 
of science fichon on television, and there's a 
hell of a lot of Star Trek." 

Trek's 30-year contribuhon is not only man- 
ifest in the various spin-off shows — the Trek 
influence on other SF shows, from Space: 1999 
to Seaquest DSV, is inarguable. As Jerri Tay- 
lor points out, "Star Trek, for whatever rea- 
son, struck a chord with an enormous seg- 
ment of the population. By exposing more 
and more people to science fiction, people 
became aware of science fiction who never 
would have been otherwise. The phenome- 
nal success of Next Generation brought back 
some of the original series fans, but also cre- 
ated an entire new generation of fans, of 
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up with stories that are fresh and provoca- 
tive/' says Taylor. "Star Trek has done liter- 
ally hundreds of stories in its various incar- 
nations, and it gets harder and harder to 
come up with something that doesn't feel 
familiar, something that hasn't been done in 
some guise before. People have said tliere are 
actually only seven stories in the world, and 
everything else is variations, and so finding 
the variations continues to be a struggle for 
us. We have to keep the audience still want- 
ing to say, 'Wow, what are they going to do 
next week?' Having done so many of them, 
it makes it that much tougher every season to 
keep things fresh." 

"On Voyager, I am really mindful of not try- 
ing to improve on or fix or change in any way 
Gene's original vision," explains Taylor, who 
apparently does not subscribe to the revi- 



sionists who have lately suggested Rodden- 
berry's role on the series was exaggerated. 
"He made Star Trek what it has become, and 
I believe it has very much to do with his 
notion of a hopeful, uplifting future. That 
Earth is a paradise, there's no war, there's no 
poverty — that we have something to look 
forward to in a future that is better than it is 
now. That is at the heart of all of Star Trek, 
and that is the vision that I want to continue 
to bring home. Gene had a wonderful spirit, 
and a wonderful attitude about the future. 
As long as we don't stray from that, I think 
we'll be all right." 

The appeal of Star Trek lies in more than 
just Gene's vision, according to Behr. "Tech- 
nology is the future, and people are getting 
more aware of that, and starting to realize 
just how much it's changing our lives. On a 
subliminal level. Star Trek says that it's cool, 
and that technology's the best thing that ever 
happened on this planet." 



aptain fean-Luc Picard (Patrick 
^ Stewart, ABOVE LEFT) and 
' Lieutenant Commander Data 
(Brent Spiner) graduated from 
^ television to the big screen in 
Star Trek Generations. BELOW LEFT: 
Seska Ranai (Martha Hackett) has often 
bedeviled the crew with her Bajoran 
wiles. ABOVE RIGHT: 



ST: Voyager's holographic Doctor 
(Robert Picardo), Captain Kathryn 
Janeway (Kate Mulgrew) and Lieutenant 
Tuvok (Tim Russ) share a tense moment. 



young people who took it to their hearts." 

There's a price to be paid for being the pio- 
neer, though. As Behr noted, the genre's 
playing field gets ever more crowded with 
such sincere SF efforts as Babylon 5, The Outer 
Limits, and Dark Skies. "When Next Genera- 
tion was on the air, there really was no other 
science fiction," recalls Taylor. "Because of 
Next Generation's great popularity, there's 
been a proliferation of sci-fi shows, and so 
now the audience is spread much thinner 
than it was before, because they have other 
shows to watch on many different channels, 
plus they have a lot of Star Trek. I think it's 
more a question of how much Star Trek peo- 
ple want to have in their lives." 

Perhaps the toughest thing about this 
legacy is the role of "keeper of the flame," 
being expected to maintain that legacy on a 
day-to-day basis — remaining true to the 
original, while speaking to modern audi- 
ences. "The greatest challenge is in coming 
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Remarks Taylor, "In the past, legend and 
myth were extremely important to people, 
and I think that's because people want role 
models, they want to say, yes — that's a per- 
son I'd want to be like. Today, we have lost 
our heroes. The heroes that we used to have, 
such as sports figures, don't seem to be 
heroes any more; they're greedy and they 
take drugs and they beat people up and 
they're human. We have a dearth of heroes, 
and Star Trek provides that. These are mythic 
kinds of characters, they are larger-than-life 
characters, they are heroes. And that satisfies 
some deeply felt and maybe almost uncon- 
scious need in people to have those grand 
and epic role models in their lives." 

"But I don't think you can say that one 
thing accounts for Star Trek's endurance," 
asserts Taylor. "I would hesitate to single out 
any one element that's responsible, because 
when something is so widespread, there sim- 
ply has to be more to it." 

We know where Star Trek has been, but 
after 30 years, where is Star Trek going? Says 
the pragmatic and realistic Taylor, "I am 
always counseling our staff not to become 
complacent, not to count on the fact that the 
audience will be there. If we don't provide 
them with entertainment, with stories that 
they like watching, they ivon't be there, 
they'll go away. Having that little edge of 
anxiety is a good thing. It helps keep us on 
our toes, it helps keep us scrutinizing our 
work. It's a reciprocal arrangement between 
us and the audience, and I try to listen very 
closely to what they have to say. I am no 
prognosticator, though. We will simply have 
to take our cues from the fans." 

Behr offers a different take on the question. 
"I think the question right now is not so 
much where is it going, but is it going away? 
And I think the answer is no. What we used 
to say in the third season of TNG, when 
things looked really bleak, and we were hav- 
ing script problems, and we were falling 



he boundaries between ST: TNG 
and Deep Space Nine have 
blurred, alloiving Lieutenant 
Jadzia Dax (Terry Farrell), Secu- 
rity Chief Odo (Rene Auber- 
jonois), and Lieutenant Commander 
Worf (Michael Dorn) to meet, LEFT, to 
the delight of their fans. 

BELOW: Quark (Armin Shimerman) 
may put on a coward's front, but at his 
core he is protective of his shipmates. 



behind, we just kept saying: 'You can't kill it 
with a stick.' 

"You can't kill this franchise, no matter 
what you do to it. It will live on beyond us. I 
hate to be the positive one here," he jokes, 
"but it's a franchise with a lot of life in it, and 
with the improving technology, it's going to 
boldly go — and take us to places where 
none of us has ever been before." □ 
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Desilu studio executive Herbert Solow 
and Trek producer Robert Justman challenge 
the canon of Star Jrek's origins. 



^ By Melissa J. Perenson 




I left Desilu and went on to MGM 
and left Star Trek behind me, 
explains Solow. "And it always was 
behind me. It wasn't until about 
three years ago that 1 started getting 
phone calls from journalists and 
writers. Suddenly, they found my 
name as someone that they hadn't 
heard from yet." 

Solow repeatedly declined 
requests for interviews. But his 
interest in Trek literature was 
aroused. "I looked into what has 
been said over the years about the 
people who did Star Trek, and 
what Star Trek was and wasn't. 

"Most of it was plain wrong, 
filled with untruths. Too many 



Star Trek books have been written 
by people who ne\ er worked on 
the show, ne\'er knew Gene Rod- 
denberry, and who based their 
books on rumor and innuendo. 
Most of the other books are just a 
rehash of what some people think 
happened. 1 was quite honestly 
angered over the fact hat 1 kneie 
what had happened, but the stories 
weren't being properly given to the 
fans. 1 figured it's time that 1 at least 
told the true story, since 1 know 
more about this show, and the 
begimiings of it, than anyone who is 
living today." Once Solow made the 
decision to write a book, he 
approached Bob Justman and 
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brought him aboard. 

It took close to three 
years to complete the 
exhaustive research and 
compile the volume. Accu- 
racy and authenticity were 
high on Solow and Just- 
man's list of priorities, and 
no stone was left unturned. 
"We interviewed over 150 
people," says Solow, "and 
every one of them was 
overjoyed to talk with us. 
We interviewed almost 
every actor, all the people 
in the art department, the 
film editors, production 
people, accounting people, attorneys, 
business affairs guys who negotiated 
deals, agents. I talked with two former 
presidents of NBC, one former chair- 
man of the board of NBC, and numer- 
ous NBC vice presidents. 

"The more we spoke, the more peo- 
ple's memories came back. It's not, you 
know, that kind of story that you tell it 
to one person who tells it to two other 
people who tells it to five other people, 
and by the time it gets back to you, it's 
entirely different. And we did our best 
to double-check the accuracy of the sto- 
ries. We also went through all kinds of 
files, and individual's scrapbooks and 
personal shoeboxes, to get information 
that no one had ever seen before." 

More than just a Star Trek retrospec- 
tive, this book is actually a nostalgic 
look at the business of episodic televi- 
sion in the 1960s, an era in which the 



ABOVE: Mr. Spock (Leonard 
Nimop) leads two crewmen 
on a search for their missing 
captain on Tabs IV in the 
pilot that launched the Star 
Trek franchise. RIGHT: The 
Harlan Ellison-scripted 
episode "The City on the Edge 
of Forever" was ranked 68th 
on TV Guide's list of the 
"100 Most Memorable 
Moments in TV History." 



networks, advertising agencies, and 
studios played a very different role 
than do their counterparts today. 
Because, of course, when Rodden- 
berry first pitched Star Trek to Solow 
in 1964 as a "Wagon Train to the stars," 
Star Trek carried none of the meaning 
and subtext it does now. Back then, it 
was simply another show on the 
development slate, trying to jockey for 
placement on a network's fall lineup. 

"The original version that Gene 
pitched emphasized the fact that he 
was making an action-adventure tele- 
vision series in space," recalls Solow. 
"I mean, we were not talking about 
psychodrama, we were not talking 
about a different philosophy of how to 
live, that was not what we were talking 
about. It was a pure, commercial idea 
that Gene had. There was nothing con- 
tained in it, and if anyone reads the 
original proposal that Gene wrote, it 
doesn't talk about what Star Trek 
means to people today. I think that as 
we started to do it. Gene started to 
think a little differently. Then, Gene 
Coon came in, who changed a great 
deal of the philosophy, and suddenly 
Star Trek took on a different look." 

The thing about Star Trek that first 
caught Solow's eye, as a development 
executive, was that unlike other sd-fi 
shows, it took a science-fiction story 
and placed it within the familiar con- 
text of the U. S. Navy. And suddenly 
we had a captain and an admiral and 
an eirsign, and we had port and star- 
board. 1 found this to be very, very 




important to enable non-science fic- 
tion fans to enjoy the show, because 
they aren't turned off by what they 
would consider to be alien words." 

But the real appeal of the book is 
undoubtedly in its tidbits about pro- 
duction snafus, internal development 
discussions with NBC and DesUu, and 
details on how Roddenberry handled 
the escalating egos of his stars. The 
authors leave no ground uncovered. 
There's even a chapter devoted to Har- 
lan Ellison and the notorious "City on 
the Edge of Forever" war, examining 
the scriptwriting and rewriting 
process that yielded one of the most 
popular Star Trek episodes ever. 

"That chapter tells all about who did 
what and how. It also tells about Har- 
lan's appearance at the Writers' Guild 
banquet when he won the Writers' 
Guild award for the script, and how he 
handled the occasion," says Solow. "I'd 
be spoiling it if we mentioned anything 
about it." It should be mentioned, how- 
ever, that Ellison's own, somewhat dif- 
ferent account of tliis brouhaha is also 
available, as the intrcrduction to the 
trade edition of The City, recently pub- 
lished by Borderlands Bocdca 
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So, just what are some of the most 
perpetuated myths about Star Trek? 
"One of them is the fact that NBC sup- 
posedly received over one million let- 
ters protesting the possible cancelation 
of the show," recalls Justman. 
"Research and discussions with the 
people who received the mail at NBC 
has shown us that that figure is beyond 
anyone's wildest imagination; it was a 
minute fraction of that purported 
amount of letters." Offers ^low, "We 
have been led to believe that the figure 
of one million was used by Gene Rod- 
denberry to impress Isaac Asimov in a 
letter. That's where it came from. And 
since then everyone's been trying to 
back up the one million letters." 

Another entrenched myth is the 
supposed lack of support Star Trek 
received from NBC and Desilu. "NBC 
put up the bulk of the money, Desilu 
paid for all the development costs, 
part of the pilot costs, and part of the 
production costs for the series," notes 
Solow. "NBC has always been pic- 
tured as the villain, the terrible group 
of people who hated Roddenberry, 
hated Star Trek, and who did their best 
to censure and destroy the vision. And 



that just isn't true," concludes Solow, 
sounding anxious to give credit where 
credit is due. "NBC made a marvel- 
lous contribution; they put their 
money behind them, they supported 
Trek vocally, they kept Trek on the air 
even when losing money. Yet NBC has 
never been properly thanked ..." 

Still the loyal studio executive, 
Solow also sets the record straight 
when it comes to Roddenberry's rela- 
tionship with Desilu. "The legend I've 
always heard about involved Gene's 
anger about what Desilu did to him, 
how they destroyed the vision and 
such. Desilu lost a great deal of money 
on that show every week. Desilu sup- 
ported Gene, Desilu paid Gene, and at 
the beginning of the third year. Gene 
walked off the show and had very lit- 
tle to do with it; he even left his office 
and took a small office elsewhere. Still, 
he would carry on about what they, 
the studio, did to him." 

Yet another myth has swelled 
around the reasons NBC did not want 
Majel Barrett for the second pilot, after 
she had already starred in tire first one. 
"One reason is that they felt that they 
needed a more well-known actor who 



could engender a fan following," 
explains Solow. "By not using Majel, 
we moved up into the second position 
Leonard Nimoy. Moving Leonard up 
to the second position, behind Bill Shat- 
ner, enabled the writers to write scripts 
and feature Leonard — and we all know 
what happened with that; Leonard 
became the ex-officio star of the show, 
and I think the heart and soul of Star 
Trek remains with Leonard Nimoy." 

Justman claims no foresight, at that 
time, into what Star Trek would 
become. "Absolutely not. I was thrilled 
to be working on this project, because 
it excited my imagination. And, for me, 
just being able to make this show was 
a great challenge. I mean, we didn't 
know whether we could do it. We were 
truly entering the unknown." 

Once Star Trek was picked up as a 
series, every week, Justman faced the 
challenges and frustrations that were 
inherent in doing a Star Trek episode. 
"Each episode that we attempted to 
produce, and did produce, was the 
equivalent of stuffing six pounds of 
sand into a four pound bag," recalls 
Justman fondly. "The show was 
always budgeted out to be more 
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we've got a little something for 
everyone ... at a discount. 







ABOVE: Deforest Kelly, 
William Shatner, and 
Leonard Nimoy, shown ready 
to beam down, formed the 
heart of the fledgling series. 



expensive than we could 
afford, and we had to find 
creative ways to achieve 
the same results by spend- 
ing less money. We were 
able to do it for the most 
part, at least for the first 
two seasons of the show. Overall, the 
show averaged slightly under the 
series budget each season. 

"We had to make the shows on an 
average of six days per episode; that 
was our production time. And to do an 
ensemble show like Star Trek, with the 
coverage that was required in order to 
be able to cut the show together prop- 
erly and keep it moving, meant that we 
really needed more days than that. The 
pace on-stage was fierce; you didn't 
waste any time between camera set- 
ups. When we finished a shot and we 
were lining up for another shot, the 
actors went to what we called the cast 
table, which we had set up on every 
stage. At the cast table was the direc- 
tor, the script supervisor, and the actors 
involved in the upcoming shot or 
scene, and together they would 
rehearse the scene in-depth, so that not 
a second would be wasted. The actors 
would be called onto the set for final 
lighting, for cleaning up the set, and 
we'd go right into one rehearsal and 
then a take. This cast table was one of 
the so-called secret tools that we used 
to be able to maintain our indescrib- 



ably optimistic shooting schedule." 

Although the book speaks of the 
William Shatner and Leonard Nimoy 
rivalry, Justman testifies that "the actors 
were all quite professional on-stage, 
insofar as the work was concerned. I'm 
not going to speak to any rivalries or 
anything like that, because that you'd 
want to find out about by reading the 
book, but they all came to work on time, 
they all came to work prepared, and 
they all got into their makeup and 
wardrobe at the proper moment and 
were available at the proper time. We 
never had to wait for anyone to show 
up late. Everybody was dependable." 

Although Solow and Justman have 
both remained friendly with Majel 
Barrett Roddenberry through the 
years, they opted not to draw on her 
knowledge when it came time to do 
the book. "I think Majel is in a difficult 
position," Solow begins diplomati- 
cally, "because Majel is a loving wife 
and is of course very protective of her 
husband and what his major contri- 
bution to Star Trek was." 

Upon further questioning, both 
Solow and Justman seem to walk on 
eggshells when describing their respec- 
tive professional relationships with 
Gene Roddenberry. In the book, Solow 
and Justman paint a picture of a man 
who had a tendency toward embell- 
ishment and overstatement, particu- 
larly when it came to matters that were 



intertwined with his own life. 

When pressed to speak on the sub- 
ject, Solow pauses, then tactfully 
evades giving a direct answer. "1 was 
working with a number of writers 
developing projects. At the same time, 
I was working with Gene on develop- 
ing Star Trek, and I was working with 
Bruce Geller on developing Mission 
Impossible. They were entirely differ- 
ent people when it came to work ethic, 
talent as a writer, a producer, an editor, 
and such. Bruce became more of a 
friend, I related more to Bruce. Gene 
was sort of a private guy; he was not 
as experienced as Bruce, but he had a 
different vision, he was more into 
thmking about the unreal. Bruce dealt 
more with reality. Gene and I were 
never personal friends. We were very, 
very good professional friends, until 
we had a falling out in the early 1970s 
[over the first Star Trek feature film]." 

Justman speaks a little more freely. 
"My relationship with Gene was a 
daily one. We became quite close, both 
professionally and somewhat non- 
professionally. I was very impressed 
by his intellect, and with his uncarmy 
ability to be the best rewriter of scripts 
that I had ever come across." 

If Star Trek were filmed today, it cer- 
tainly would be different from the 
series as we know it. "It would be like 
what we did in Star Trek: The Next Gen- 
Cmtinasd on page 82 
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The Cantraversy Continues. 

White Wolf Publishing presents, for the first time in unlimited edition trade paperback, the unrevised, 

^ unadulterated version of Harlan Ellison's original script The City on the Edge of Forever, which became 
the most popular, most beloved Star Trek® episode. Read the script that sparked the vehement and 
long-lived feud between the multiple award-winning author and late TV producer Gene Roddenberryl 
What did Ellison think of the re-written version of the work as it was ultimately televised? 

‘‘eviscerated” 

Now available in print as Ellison intended it. What did Ellison think of their treatment? 

“fatally inept” 

Was Ellison unjustly edited, unjustly accused, ^and unjustly treated? 

You Decide. 

A no-holds-barred essay by Harlan Ellison as well as revealing afterwords by Leonard Nimoy, DeForest 
Kelley, George Takei (among others!) make this the incendiary read of the season. 
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RIGHT: Megan Gallagher 
and Lance Henriksen share 



a serene home life, at sharp 
contrast to his dark work as 



an FBI veteran with a chill- 



ing assignment. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Crossing the 
mystery o/The X-Files with 
the menace o/The Silence of 
the Lambs gives ns Millen- 
nium, a serial thriller. 



Carter has finger-painted his 
patented brand of fear mixed 
with hope on the minds of a 
generation of fans. He split 
his audience down the mid- 
dle, encouraging both the 
Scullyesque belief in science 
while their hearts sided 
with Mulder. 

Millennium presents a whole 



The inventor o/The X-Files 
takes on the Millennium. 



By John J. O'Neill 



URKING IN THE 
barren, unchar- 
tered regions of 
the psyche are bib- 
lical fears and cat- 
I astrophic imagin- 
ings. It's to this 
Tiidden reservoir that the 
artist continually returns, hat- 
ing it, yet thirsting for its cold, 
murky waters, and bringing 



% 



small, contraband vials of the 
stuff back with him into the 
daylight. 

Chris Carter makes no 
bones about his paranoia. 
The creator of the penulti- 
mate celebration of all things 
paranoid, Fox-TVs runaway 
hit The X-Files, and an 
avowed fan of the prerunner 
of them all. The Night Stalker, 
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new Gordian Knot. Set in 
Seattle, Washington, where it 
always seems to rain, the 
show chronicles a particular 
brand of crime that appears to 
be accelerating as we near the 
fabled Millennium - the flag- 
ship that portends the death 
of humanity. Millennium 
poses tantalizing questions 



that may eventually prove to 
be as arcane as the secrets of 
the X-Files. Frank Black 
(Lance Henriksen) is a former 
Seattle homicide detective 
who has just completed a ten- 
year stint as a specialist in sex- 
ual homicide for the F.B.I. 
After taking - or being forced 
to take - an early retirement. 



he arrives back in Seattle with 
his wife (Megan Gallagher) 
and their young child. All it 
takes, however, is a glance at 
the morning paper, and its 
report of a brutal sla3dng, and 
Frank is conferring with his 
old buddies in the local P.D., 
working to solve the case - 
with the encouragement of 
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LEFT; To catch a serial 
killer, you must become a 
serial killer, as Frank 
Black (Lance Henriksen) 
quickly learns. RIGFIT: 
Lance Henriksen stars as 
an ex-FBI agent drafted 
for a mysterious under- 
ground taskforce that 
must enter the minds of 
criminals.- 




(Tetry O'Quinn), Ms iiqisterious 
liaison with a slaadowy oi^nization 
taown as the Millennium &oup. 

Are the violent serial murders the 
work of a random killer? Or is 
there a pattern with a rhyme and a 
reason to it? 

To stem the tide of violence, one 
must first understand, even believe in, 
its cause... which is what gets Frank 
Black into such deep and treacherous 
waters. 

Frank Black has a gift; an ability to 
enter his "heart of darkness," where 
he can put himself in the place of the 
sociopaths that he stalks, determine 
their modus operandi and their emo- 
tional state. When at a crime scene, 
he is struck by profound visions of 
the crime itself. As a result, he is 
able, out of the blue, to make such 
statements as, "He cut off her fin- 
gers," by just looking at a zipped 
body bag - as well as find buried 
bodies, determine murder weapons, 
even pinpoint the location where the 
killer trawled for victims. This gift 
makes him ideally suited to the Mil- 
lennium Group, despite the great 
emotional toll it takes on him. Black 
can not only surmise the killer's 
motives based on the trace evidence 
— he can actually think his thoughts, 
see what he sees, and, perhaps most 
frighteningly, feel what he feels. 

Millennium, Carter recently told 
TV Guide, "will be a scary show. I 



won't be gratuitous. I won't show 
you things just to shock you - 1 think 
it has to be part of the story. But if 
people want to believe that there are 
not people out there doing these 
things, they can go ahead and 
believe that. The truth is, you pick 
up the newspaper every day and the 
stories are there. I'm trying to make 
some sense of it, which is what a 
good storyteller does. He tries to 
give it context, sense and hope. This 
is a show that is very hopeful." 

L ance Henriksen 
has had a long rela- 
tionship with irony 
and chaos, at least 
on film. The tor- 
tured father who 
invokes a supernatural crea- 
ture to avenge the murder of 
his son {Pumpkinhead), the 
faithless priest who beats the 
devil in a suped-up truck 

(Nightmares), the tough-as-nails leader 
of a band of outlaw vampires (Near 
Dark) and a more-human-than- 
human android who saves the day 
(Aliens) are just a few of the characters 
he's inhabited. "Lance is an actor 
with caliber and strength who can 
really portray a character that is bur- 
dened by his experience in many 



ways, and he's also someone who can 
offer us hope," says longtime Carter 
collaborator David Nutter, who has 
directed numerous memorable XF 
episodes, as well as Millennium's styl- 
ish pilot. "We needed someone who 
would be able to go in and out of 
characters and make them believable. 
You can trace the idea to the notion, 
'When you want to study Picasso, 
study his paintings.' To study serial 
killers, you need to study victims." 

Carter, who has long been a fan of 
the actor's, saw Henriksen as some- 
one who could assimilate the horrors 
of the world in which his character 
dwells with the life he's trying to build 
with his wife and young daughter. It 
is the existence of the one which 
makes the other bearable, and the 
omnipresent threat of evil and vio- 
lence which drives Frank to strive to 
fight it. "The hope is that there can be 
something we can do to stem the tide 
of what seems to be an ever-growing, 
worsening situation in the world," 
Carter says. "And that is what Frank 
is about, too. He wants his family to 
live in a safe place. It is no accident 
that he painted the house yellow. You 
paint away the darkness. You do 
whatever you can. My felling of life - 
- and this is a rather grim outlook but 
I think it's true — is that everything 
gets worse. Dirt comes in. The grime. 
And we are always sweeping it away. 
We are cleaning. We are organizing. 
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Chaos reigns. Even though there is a 
beautiful, physical order in the world 
-- everything seems to make sense on 
the cellular level and in the way we 
breathe and everything else -- nature 
kind of encroaches. And we try our 
best to carve out of the jungles cities 
witli order and places where we can 
live in a human way." 

The villains of Millennium are the 
sick, the sociopathic and disenfran- 
chised who latch onto and attempt to 
hasten the notion that the millennium 
will mark the end of humanity. 
Unlike the antihero Hannibal Lecter in 
Millennium's spiritual forefather The 
Silence of the Lambs, these killers and 
miscreants live close to the ground, 
perverting and degrading life at every 
step. "It's irresponsible to just set out 
to tell sweet stories because in fact,, I 
think it is Pollyannish," Carter says. 
"It does a disservice to the audience , 
which has a need for these stories. I 
am doing something with interesting 
characters behaving responsibly. 
They are morality tales in that people 
who are the perpetrators of evil deeds 
are caught and punished for them. 
They are clearly bad people and we 
have good people chasing them - 



people who provide us with hope. If 
there are people out there doing bad 
things in the world, I want to know 
that there are people out there trying 
to prevent them from doing it and 
catching them." 

T he success oe XF 
(which recently 
received eight cov- 
eted Emmy nomi- 
nations) no doubt 
had a lot to do 
with the architecture of Mil- 
lennium. Carter's ability to 
probe the darker aspects of 
the end of the 20th century is 
a gamble for Fox and for 

Carter himself, who admits that Mil- 
lennium is not necessarily for every- 
one. "It deals with the darker aspects 
of human psychosis," he says. "Its 
truths will be vaguer and less abstract 
than in The X-Files. If you liked The 
Silence of the Lambs, you will like Mil- 
lennium, too." 

As with the now-legendary pilot for 
XF, Millennium's pilot poses some 



interesting questions. Who or what is 
the Millermium Group (And what is 
Frank Black's role in it?) Who is stalk- 
ing Frank Black's family? And what is 
the significance of a provocative 
speech given by the villain in his final 
confrontation with Black? 

Millennium's success or failure could 
rest on Carter's ability to supply sat- 
isfactory answers to these questions - 
- and upon his ability to fend off crit- 
ics who will all-too-quickly pounce 
upon the levels of darkness and vio- 
lence in Millennium's pilot episode. 

Millennium's planned four-year 
story arc leading to the year 2000 is an 
ambitious one, to say the least, espe- 
cially considering that Carter would 
seemingly need to maintain creative 
control of both the new show and XF. 
"I don't sleep much," he says with a 
laugh. "Actually, I get about four or 
five hours a night. There is so much 
work to do, doing two shows, that I 
sort of collapse and then wake up." 

One fear of Carter's is that by the 
time Millennium airs in mid-fall, 
expectations will have reached a fever 
pitch. With XF, he had the benefit of 
coming out of nowhere and surpass- 
ing expectations. He has no such lux- 
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seems so meaningless to me. When I 



sit and talk about it, it all seems so 



Many ancient 
prophecies pre- 
dict that as the 
millennium 
approaches, the 
world will go mad. 
It is up to Chris 
Carter's new task 
force to stop the 
madness. 



nal to TV audiences all over the world. 
The success of XF proves there are 
those who are not afraid to watch 
something that makes them think, 
question, even believe. The strength 
of Millennium might be its unwilling- 
ness to explain away its horrors, but 
only speckle the path with tantalizing 
seeds that may one day grow into the 
truth, maybe even the loftier truths of 
who we are, why we are here, and 
what's in store for us in the cosmic 
continuum. Carter makes no preten- 
sions about his ability to answer these 
questions. "I would never presume to 
want to sum it up in a pithy state- 
ment," he says. "I don't know why. It 



ury this time around. "I think one 
thing that helps The X-Files is that no 
one knew about it," he reflects. "No 
one knew about me. And no one 
knew about the stars. And we sort of 
surprised people because there we 
were. It was completely and wholly 
unanticipated. It's always better to 
surprise people than to have people's 
expectations be so giant that they 
could never meet them. I think it is 
better to come out of the blue." 

This period will no doubt be a trial 
by fire for the ex-surfer who defied the 
odds to bring something truly origi- 



meaningless and random. Just facts 
and biology. Maybe the great cosmic 
joke is there is no reason we are here, 
but we all kid ourselves and provide 
meaning. But if you have been in that 
place before of perfect faith, that there 
is a something ~ there is a purpose for 
it all. It's like I am giving and taking 
at the same time. I don't know. 

"There is a poster on Mulder's wall 
in his office. It says: 'I want to 
believe.' I always want to describe 
myself as a non-religious person look- 
ing for a religious experience. I want 
to be delivered this faith and mean- 
ing. I want to find this stuff. It's the 
only reason to go on." 
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The X-Fiks' greatest success has always derived 
from the fertile soil of real-life UFO mythology, 





By John J. O'Neill 



gs were happening 

I'Hl^xico desert. AtomiQ 
the dusty flats of Alamo;^ 
Roswell Army Air Fiei^ 
Bomb Group, was stiU il 
in history. It was an outfit fo Be 



ivpf 1947 in the open expanses of the New 
itified," others more mysterious, stirred 
pfed the White Sands, while at the nearby 
's sole atomic bomber wing, the 509th 
!^e of its important, albeit controversial, role 
bned with a mere two years almost to the day 



after the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were vaporized by bomb. It is within 
this hotbed of care and discretion that the now infamous Roswell Incident was bom. 



At present, the 
1947 events in Roswell 
and nearby Corona, N.M., have become 
an international fixation. When strange 
debris was discovered on the plains of Mac 
Brazel's ranch, the Air Force issued a press 
release stating that they'd recovered the remains 
of a flying disc. The following day, the pro- 
nouncement was recanted by high ranking officers 
of the military, who said the material was merely the 
remains of a weather balloon — an official denial 
which to this day shows no signs of cracking. 
Through the stories of over 200 witnesses and 
multiple books on the subject, an intricate 
web of facts and mythology has grown 
around this and other probable UFO- 
related incidents. In fact, the govern- 
ment's refusal to acknowledge that 



Is the truth 

still out there? 





Arthur C. Clarke and Gentry Lee present 



is only 
enigmatic 
of discovery and 
suspense. 




source of alien DNA in 
"The Erlenmeyer Flask," an 
amalgam of both the still- 
unsolved "Mystery Fumes" case of a 
woman whose blood caused most of 
an Emergency Room staff to pass out, 
and the claims of many "abductees" 
who say they've been in the presence 
of alien-human hybrids in the pages of 
countless "alien abduction" nonfiction 
books. The "abduction" phenomenon 
received further play in the the 
episodes "Conduit," "Duane Barry," 
"Chie Breath" and, of course, the back- 
story of Mulder's abducted sister, 
Samantha. 

For those who, like Agent Mulder, 
"want to believe," "The Erlenmeyer 
Flask" was one of the most galvanizing 
moments in the history of television. 
Here was a drama which, while mixing 
a large dose of fiction with a pinch of 
reality, treated the subject of an extrater- 
restrial presence on Earth with dignity 
and gravity. Not since Spielberg's Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind had the sub- 
ject been treated as a legitimate quest 
for those who believe the evidence is 
out there, virtually ignored, in the waste 
guUy of the information highway. 

The infamous Area 51 near Nellis 
Air Force Base became "Ellens Air 
Force base" in the episode "Deep 
Throat," which involved a cover-up of 
illnesses suffered by pilots of what 
may possibly be FT craft. This episode 
mirrors the all-too-real lawsuit against 
the Air Force by the families of several 
Continued on page 92 



TOP: Scully and Mulder 
may never find the ultimate 
answer, but they are asking 
the right questions. INSET: 
Scully comes face to flask 
with an alien in "The Erlen- 
meyer Flask." BOTTOM: 
Mulder (at right) is aided by 
an odd trio, but the conspir- 
acy secrets seem out of reach. 



plumbing the dark depths 
of a power-hungry, secre- 
tive military that appears to 
have turned on its people, 
while at the same time ris- 
ing to the heights of man's 
spiritual search for the 
truth. The early episodes 
posed the question of 
whether our planet is being 
visited by extraterrestrial 
life forms and who in our 
government knows about it, while sea- 
son two followed the threads of alien 
involvement, carving out theories of 
colonization, DNA-experimentation, 
and finally, the horrible truth contained 
by the "MJ" documents hacked out of 



a Defense Department computer. 

While the "facts" and "evidence" in 
the X-Files mythos are the stuff of real- 
life Scully and Mulder's dreams, quite 
a few smoking guns have turned up in 
the world of UFOs and government 
conspiracy that has seemingly inspired 
creator/executive producer/writer 
Chris Carter and his story team. The 
aforementioned Roswell Incident has 
been bandied about over the years, 
from the very first reference in 
"E.B.E.," when the enigmatic and pop- 
ular character "Deep Throat" (Jerry 
Hardin) explains how a global con- 
spiracy was formed to exterminate all 
survivors of UFO crashes. 

Roswell is again invoked as the 
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“It's very difficult in many ways but that's 
the challenge/' says Barba. "When you have 
the money, the answers are very easy — 'we 
want this,' we get it, and build it, whatever 
it takes. When you don't have the money, 
you're going to want the same things, and 
you have to figure out ways to create it from 
what you have." 

Of course, Barba had a lot of work ahead 
of him since the book's cyborg plot desper- 
ately needed a fresh new spin, especially 
since movies like Terminator and Cyborg (and 
their respective sequels) have gone this 
route since the book's publication — even, in 
the case of T2, offering a robot with a social 
conscience. In this instance. Solo stands out 
from the pack by offering a cyborg that not 
only has a conscience, but a Third World 
identity as well. 

As created by the military, Solo (Mario Van 
Peebles) is the perfect cyborg fighting 
machine but, on his first mission, a tedmical 
glitch arises; Solo is imable to kill. This results 
in a military manhunt for Solo in the Latin 
American jungles, spearheaded by a vindic- 



tive Colonel Madden (William Sadler). "The 
character is not just a straight-up Cy-bro," 
cautions Van Peebles, who welcomed the 
chance to take a "fun" role following his 
directorial debut with the controversial 
drama Panther. "It's always fun playing 
'what if'. . . What if they developed this sort 
of super cyborg? What if he escaped and 
developed a conscience? I think you can play 
the greatest 'what ifs' in science fiction." 

The evolution of Solo dates back a few 
years, when the project was being designed 
as a much more expensive project at Largo 
Entertainment. When that company dis- 
banded, Solo went to Columbia-Tristar, 
where it was, for a time, considered a poten- 
tial franchise project for Sylvester Stallone. 
When those plans fell through, it was down- 
sized to its current modest budget, leaving 
up-and-coming director Barba to figure out 
a way to make the film as written. 

And he believes that he did it. "I think you 
can attribute the film looking bigger to a lot 
of planning, as well as to Mario's passion for 
this project, and the wonderful passion of 





our crew, who all felt like we were making 
something special," says Barba. "When 
you're shooting in Mexico, you have the 
added advantage of working with the best 
crews. If we shot this in the States, we 
wouldn't even get B-list crews, it's usually C- 
list for the budget we had. In Mexico, 
though, you get the A-Ust crews — the same 
people who worked on Clear and Present 
Danger, Predator, and Romancing the Stone 
when they filmed here. If you tell those peo- 
ple you want something, they don't think, 
'Wow, we don't have that money,' they just 
figure out a way to make it happen." 

Barba called on such ingenuity when he 
needed an expansive interior military "war 
room" of the type seen in Dr. Strangelove and 
War Games. The location scouts found an 
abandoned movie cinema which, once they 
kicked out the bats, had the interior archi- 
tecture that they could build into a multilevel 
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set, with a bridge area, a control room, mon- 
itors, a world map, and a general's quarters 
overlooking the center. 

"It ends up being more creative doing it 
this way," says Barba. "It's all about how you 
posihon your cameras, and how your pro- 
duction designer creates things. You want to 
exploit all your assets. If you have a certain 
space and shoot it a certain way, you get 
something that is unique to that space — and 
create something that normally wouldn't be 
there. What I like to do is try to use back- 
ground and foreground movement, and 
break up the space into levels. So all of a sud- 
den you're making a little look like a lot." 

Barba is very concerned about getting that 
"big look,'' because he knows the compeh- 
hon he'll face at the multiplex. "When we 
open, huge movies like Mission: Impossible 
are still going to be there," says Barba. And 
while Solo will have its share of spectacular 



stunts, the director feels he has given his film 
something many of the big summer no- 
brainers don't have — a heart. 

"This could have been very typical," says 
Barba. "Just 'Rambo comes in and saves the 
village and kicks butt.' Instead, it becomes a 
very endearing story of a machine that wants 
to be human and its interaction with the peo- 
ple. In fact, there's a wonderful montage 
sequence that I equate with the barn-build- 
ing sequence from Witness as they're prepar- 
ing for an ambush, where these people bond 
and prepare to defend themselves in the 
midst of danger and urgency. Solo has its 
share of action and science fiction stuff, but 
there's a lot more than that as well." 

Shooting in Mexico provided added pro- 
duction value for the dollar, but also added 
the rigors of its unmerciful climate. "It was 
very hot and we hit Mexico during the peak 
of the dry season. Then it became really 



ABOVE: William Sadler co-stars as Col. 
Frank "Mad Dog” Madden, vindictive leader 
of the military manhunt that seeks to capture 
the renegade Solo. FAR LEFT: The SF role of 
an experimental prototype who must learn 
what it's like to be human was a "fun" change 
of pace, says star Mario Van Peebles. 
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ABOVE: Mario Van Peebles turns renegade to 
rescue the village he was assigned to destroy. 
ABOVE RIGHT: The final showdown between 
Solo and Colonel Madden will decide whether 
robotic armies will eventually replace the 
human soldier. BELOW RIGHT: Director 
Norberto Barba, child of a sci-fi fanatic, blocks 
out a scene with Mario Van Peebles. 



humid, which was even more unbearable." 
According to Sadler, just walking from your 
car to the set produced "rivers of sweat" 
streaming down your face. 

Peebles found tihe wildlife to be a little out- 
rageous at times. "Every day was something 
else," says Van Peebles. "There were these 
huge tarantulas that were interesting in that 
you could put them on your head and let 
them walk around. There were also a lot of 
snakes. Everything down there is big and 
crawls. You were really 'running through 
the jungle.'" 

Van Peebles (whose father, Melvin Van 
Peebles, practically established the Ameri- 
can thread of socially conscious Third World 
cinema with the revelatory no-budgeter 
Sweet Sweetback's Baadasssss Song in 1971) 
shows an appreciation of Barba's efforts to 
go beyond action-film conventions. "I think 
the film works for the action junkies but 
there's something for the thinl^g man as 



well, if they want to get it," he says. "I think 
Terminator did that, with an interesting 'cir- 
cle of knowledge' — the mother taught the 
son to fight, the son taught the father, and 
the father taught the mother. I like that with 
movies, where you have the ability to say 
more than one thing. I think we were able to 
do that with Solo." 

Preparing for the role involved a rigorous 
training schedule for the actor, similar to his 
Highlander workout. "Solo and the High- 
lander role were two of the most powerful 
characters I've ever played, in that physically 
they could do so much. On this film I did a 
pretty extensive workout, some yoga, mar- 
tial arts, and even dance, because Solo had 
to be very fluid. He was more cybernetic 
than robotic. There's even a scene where 1 
had to dead-lift Bill Sadler over my head — 
and there were no wires or computer graph- 
ics on this one, it's all live. I lift him straight 
up over my head." 
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the story with Barba. "The Sandanista rebels 
now have a good cause that just goes to the 
extreme," Barba explains. "Solo is sent in to 
stop an air strip from being built, and then 
defects in order to help the villagers. The 
movie then takes on a Magnificent Seven sort 
of deal. In fact, we used to call this The Mag- 
nificent Seven Minus Six." 

As Solo enters the final stages of postpro- 
duction, Barba is preparing to direct Apollo 
11, a cable film for the Family Channel about 
that historic moon-landing &ght. "Apollo 11 
is historically seen as the perfect NASA pro- 
ject, where everything went right. In actual- 
ity, the project was the result of tons of fail- 
ures. Even to the end, everything was going 
wrong, and we're going to show all of that." 

While it's rare for a young director to get a 
chance to flex his muscles in so many differ- 
ent genres, Barba notes he has been lucky 
enough to explore themes of urban drama 
with Chavez Ravine, tackled a murder mys- 
tery with the suspense yam Blue Tiger, has a 
sci-fi action film under his belt, and a 
straightforward drama on the way. Barba is 
grateful for his good fortunes — but 
wouldn't mind getting the chance to do an 
all-out SF blockbuster like those he'll be fac- 
ing at the box office this summer. 

"I didn't think I was going to be able to do 
science fiction at this stage in my career," 
says Barba. "My father was a science fiction 
fanatic, and the first films I remember seeing 
were science fiction films, particularly the old 
'50s movies, and the Planet of the Apes series. 
I'm from the Bronx, and we used to sneak 
into the back of theaters all the time to see 
those. Science fiction has always been a part 
of my life and it's great to have the chance to 
do something I really loved as a kid." □ 



Sadler relished his role as the glorified 
grunt. Col. Frank "Mad Dog" Madden, 
marking a departure for the likable actor, 
last seen in Demon Knight. "My character 
doesn't like the whole idea of a robotic 
army," he says, "because it would put us all 
out of business. Where's the honor, where's 
the blood and guts it they're all robots? I 
hate the whole stinking idea of it — and 
when it malfunctions, we're sent in to bring 
him back." 

Madden becomes fully obsolete when his 
own robotic counterpart shows up, allowing 
Sadler to create two very different versions of 
the Madden character. "We learn that the 
army has designed a second version of the 
Solo robot — and this time they got it right. 
This one is faster than a speeding bullet, 
army piercing shells carmot penetrate its 
skin, and it even has night-vision eyeballs. 
Now Solo tmly has a foe of his stature with 
the same strength, speed, and everything — 



with the exception that Solo's battery is 
going down and mine isn't." 

Bringing Weapon, Mason's mid-'80s novel, 
with its Cold War themes, into the very dif- 
ferent political world of the '90s took some 
tweaking, according to the director. He was 
particularly interested in fleshing out the lati- 
nos who are the secondary antagonists in the 
story, and staying away from the simplistic 
polihcs and stereotypes that so often popu- 
late movies of this sort. 

"The book took place in Nicaragua and 
involved the Sandanistas," says Barba. "Solo 
was built and planned to be tested out on a 
real-world mission, to kill a drug lord who 
is using a smaO village to grow heroin pop- 
pies. Solo has a problem with killing, escapes 
from the military, and becomes these vil- 
lagers' protector against the bad drug lords." 

"When I came onto the picture, I had a real 
big problem with that because, first of all, it 
was extremely dated. Also, being from a 
Latin heritage, I didn't like the idea that 
every time you have a bad guy in Latin 
America they are always drug lords." 

Screenwriter David L. Corley re-fashioned 
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acters residents in a house at the comer of 
Willoughby & Maple Court — a sly reference 
to Koepp's favorite Twilight Zone episodes, 
The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street and Last 
Stop at Willoughby. "I wanted to make a ref- 
erence to that for all the Zone heads out 
there," says Koepp. "Although I was well 
into the script before I caught the similarity 
to the episode The Monsters Are Due on Maple 
Street, 1 always loved that episode because 
my uncle, Claude Akins, was in it." 

While The Trigger Effect marks Koepp's 
directorial feature debut, he first directed a 
15-minute short entitled Suspicious, starring 
Michael Rooker and Janeane Garofalo. "It 
was sort of a warm up for this experience." 
Of course, throughout his years as a top-rank 
screenwriter, Koepp always paid careful 
attention to the filmmaking process as 
applied by the fillmmakers he's worked 
with, including such luminaries as Steven 
Spielberg, Brian De Palma, and Steven 
Soderbergh, all of whom Koepp also tapped 
for advice as he took command of his first 
major film. "Spielberg had a lot of specific, 
helpful things to say and Brian De Palma 
looked at my storyboards and gave me a lot 
of suggestions," says Koepp. "I took advice 
from anywhere I could get it. 

"This was a perfect film for a first-time 
director, because it's so much more control- 
lable. It's mostly about these three characters 
whom I knew very well. Since I wouldn't 
have technical expertise on my side this time 
out, this being my first film, a real knowl- 
edge of these three characters was my 
strength. You have to rely on your strengths, 
and I didn't want to confuse the issue with 
special-effects shots. We did have one, 
where we do this huge crane shot of the 



The idea first came to Koepp while watch- 
ing James Burke's Connections BBC/Learn- 
ing Channel TV series, in which the peri- 
patetic scientist tosses off ideas at a 
mile-a-minute clip. "I was fascinated," says 
Koepp, "by how he identifies the links 
between primitive and modern tools, and 
shows how invention causes more change. 
The show also explores how we become both 
dependent and detached from the everyday 
objects around us, and that became the seed 
for the story. 

A character-driven drama, The Trigger 
Effect uses its "mysterious force" mainly as 
a means to kick off the action; and the 
premise, we were surprised to learn, is 
more science fact than science fiction. 
"Plasma blobs are these forms of solar 
storms that wreak havoc," Koepp says. 



"They're basically an electromagnetic pulse 
and they can knock out a city's electrical 
grid, telephone, and radio. Basically any- 
thing electrical is affected. 

"In the film, I never come out and say 
exactly what the force is," Koepp notes. "I 
did have that scene in the movie, but I felt 
like it diminished the tension. It's the mon- 
ster-behind-the-door question. When you 
know there is some monster back there and 
open it up and it's 10 feet tall, you go 'Thank 
God, I thought it was 100 feet tall!' I don't 
want to know what's behind that door. 
What's important to me is what effect it has 
on these people." 

While the film just barely fits into the cat- 
egory of science fiction, the concept itself 
seems to bear a debt to Rod Serling, as Koepp 
confirms. The director made his main char- 



80 







entire city blacking out, and it was a big pain 
in the ass, so I'm glad I didn't have too many 
of those things to worry about." 

Although originally set for distribution by 
Universal Pictures this summer, that studio 
handed the film over to its art-house divi- 
sion, Gramercy Pictures, which is better 
equipped to market a low-key $8 million 
thriller than a "blockbuster factory" major 
studio. "This is a different kind of movie," 
says Koepp, "and when you're coming out at 
the end of the summer, if you're a major stu- 
dio, your film had better be the elephant or 
not be there at all." 

Koepp's career first took off in 1986, 
shortly after his graduation from UCLA. "As 
much as I would like to, I can't lay claim to a 
rich pedigree of suffering," admits Koepp. "I 
was working a day job, when Martin Dono- 
van and I had a meeting for this idea that 
turned into the film Apartment Zero, which 
we wrote together. We made it for about $4 
million — just raised the money ourselves, 
and sold the foreign rights." 

Apartment Zero merited the attention of a 
large cult, including many in the film indus- 
try. Koepp soon parlayed that success into a 
succession of popular movies from the the 
Hitchcockian thriller Bad Influence, directed 
by Curtis Hanson; the dark comedy Death 
Becomes Her, by Robert Zemeckis; Carlito's 
Way and Mission: Impossible for Brian De 
Palma; The Shadow for Russell Mulcahy; and 
the newsroom comedy-drama The Paper for 
director Ron Howard. 

Of course, Koepp's best-known work is 
his script adaptation of Michael Crichton's 
novel Jurassic Park. He is currently repris- 
ing his writing duties on the sequel. The 
Lost World, again from a Michael Crichton 
novel, and directed by Spielberg. "We're 
trying to do something different," says 
Koepp. "It's a different story, different 
characters, and it has different needs and 
goals. It's a little bigger than the first one, 
and we've progressed so far in terms of 
digital effects and stuff that what we're 
able to do is much more adventurous than 
it was five years ago." 

While, understandably, there's little 
Koepp can divulge about The Lost World, it is 
known than Jeff Goldblum will return, and 
Richard Attenborough will make a cameo 
appearance as the park's eccentric founder. 
And it is widely rumored that the Crichton 
novel, which was not well-received by all the 
critics, has largely been abandoned in the 
writing of the screenplay. "It's a curious sit- 
uation," says Koepp, "where there is a book 
that is a sequel to a book with some acknowl- 
edgements to the movie. So this movie I 
would say is a sequel to the first movie that 
is based in part on the book." Koepp hints 
that Lost World may prove to be a much 
"darker" film than expected. 

In speaking with Koepp about the 
dinosaur pictures, his admiration for Spiel- 
berg quickly becomes obvious. "The best 
comment Spielberg made to me before I 




started working on Jurassic Park was when I 
asked him what my limitations were. He 
answered, 'Your imagination.' I think that's 
a great summary of how you ought to write 
for a movie that is a fantasy or adventure 
movie. You should just cut loose. If they can't 
do it, they'll tell you." 

While Koepp enjoys being a top-rank 
screenwriter, he admits that The Trigger 
Effect has been an enjoyable, though hectic, 
assignment. For the immediate future, he 
hopes to keep a healthy balance between 
the two professions. "1 like working for 
directors I respect — it's a great way to 
make a living. I wanted to direct out of 
curiosity. When you ride in a car all your 
life, you eventually are curious to see what 
it's like to sit behind the wheel for a change. 
But I would like to have the option to write 
and direct. After all, you do a lot of work so 
you can get yourself in a position where you 
finally have some choices." n 



Opposite Top: Writer-Director David 
Keopp hopes his script for the Jurassic Park 
sei^uel The Lost World will capture the 
thrills of the original. Opposite Below: 
With the world's power supply gone, Annie 
(Elisabeth Shue) wonders if she has the 
strength to go on. Above: Kyle MacLahlan 
plays Annie's husband Matt, who is the first 
to realize that in order to survive, they must 
be prepared to fight back. 
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the decaying space station. 

Although these newer releases handily 
steal the spotlight, Star Trek is no stranger to 
the world of multimedia. In the beginning, 
there were DOS-based games on diskette, 
including Interplay's "Classic Trek" entries. 
Star Trek, Judgment Rites, and Star Trek 25th 
Anniversary, the latter of which featured 
voice-overs by the original series cast. Then 
came the audio collections from Sound 
Source Interactive, which let you assign the 
beep of a communicator pin or Picard's 
booming "Make it so" to various actions in 
Microsoft Windows; for example, upon 
launching your word processor, you could 
hear Picard's voice saying "Engage." Not 
exactly a productivity enhancer, but great 
fun nonetheless. 

And a discussion of Star Trek's multimedia 
incarnations is not complete without men- 
tion of what in many ways remains the final 
frontier of the Star Trek multimedia universe: 
the Star Trek: The Next Generation Interactive 
Technical Manual. The original — and still 
best — example of Star Trek's innovative 
application of emerging technologies, the 
Tech Manual literally preserves a bygone era 
in Trek history through the use of Apple's 
QuickTime VR video technology. A visual 
record of Trek's seven year run, the Tech Man- 
ual achieves startling photo-realistic simula- 
tions through the use of over 10,000 pho- 
tographs and original videos taken from the 
hit television show's sets, models, and props, 
which have been woven together to create 
the feeling of being on the Enterprise your- 
self. The Apple QuickTime VR-enabled, 360- 
degree representation of the Enterprise's inte- 
rior lends a distinctly three-dimensional, 
you-are-there touch to the program's tour, 
narrated by the Enterprise's own Comrrian- 
der William T. Riker (Jonathan brakes), or as 
an independent traveler exploring the Enter- 
prise at your own pace. You'll be able to 
examine in exquisite detail Captain Picard's 
private quarters, investigate the ship's warp 
core power generator, or pause at Ten-For- 
ward lounge before heading to the bridge, 
sick bay, or even the holodeck. Plus, there's 
plenty of technical detail about the flagship 
Federation starship. A handy index lets you 
jump directly to, say, Picard's Ressikan flute 
or to the 3-D chess game in Ten Forward. 

Of course, many Trek fans aren't yet 
equipped for the interactive multimedia 
experience, but Halper expects the current 
CD-ROMs — as well as future projects, still 
under wraps, for CD-ROM and DVD — will 
provide a compelling reason for all Trekkers 
to "get wired." "Using CD-ROMs and new 
technologies," explains Halper, "we can 
show aspects of Star Trek that would have 
been difficult or impossible to show in one 
of the linear formats; it allows us to tell new 
stories, with more depth and texture." □ 



Continued from page 60 

eration," says Justman. "We have the avail- 
ability of technical things — effects and pro- 
cedures and processes that we couldn't even 
dream of 30 years ago. So physically, and 
visually, we can do the show much better 
than we ever did. But no matter how exquis- 
ite our special effects can be, it still comes 
down to content, it still comes down to 
believability, it still comes down to humanity, 
and the writer is everything. And, if we do 
our casting properly, then the show is 
brought to life." 

"I firmly believed that when we were mak- 
ing the show back in the '60s, if we had all the 
technical advantages that series have today, 
this show would not be as good as it was," 
adds Solow, "because of the fact that we were 
unable to do really big-scale productions, 
that we could only do a certain number and 
type of effects, and that we just did not have 
the money nor the time for effects. I think a 
lot of people recall the old show as really the 
best of them all, because it was not flashy, it 
was not super-expensive looking, but 
because the story was about people and the 
relationships between people." 

Both Solow and Justman see a basic, 
underlying appeal that explains the endur- 
ing, 30-year legacy of Star Trek and its prog- 
eny, The Next Generation, Deep Space Nine, and 
Voyager. "One of fhe elements that attracts 
people is that the show embodies humanity," 
says Justman. "In a way, every Star Trek 
episode is a morality play. And we all can 
identify with that. One of the big pluses of 
having this sort of morality play is that the 
three main characters were all believable, 
with their strengths and weaknesses, and we 
can as viewers identify with them because 
we find ourselves in them. I think that's one 
of the major reasons why Star Trek eventu- 
ally became extremely popular, and has con- 
tinued to fascinate every new, growing-up 
generation as they come aroimd." 

Elaborates Solow, "It appeals to a sense of 
equality and compassion. Tknd I think that 
was in almost all of the stories. Trek ran 
counter to the philosophy that a lot of people 
have had in this world for centuries, which is 
that we are the best people, and when we 
walk into a new land, we take over, you peo- 
ple leave, and you're banned." 

Another contribution of Star Trek's legacy 
is that the show opened a door on network 
television for genre shows. "When I went to 
NBC to sell them Star Trek, I could not point 
to the Sci-Fi Channel, sci-fi books, fanzines, I 
had nothing to point to, because they just 
plain did not exist," reflects Solow. "I have to 
believe that it was Star Trek that opened that 
door. Look at what is on the air today, look at 
the Sci-Fi Channel, at conventions all over 
the world. I think that Star Trek truly was the 
key that opened the science fiction door in 
this coimtry, and perhaps even the world." □ 
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A behind-the-scenes look at a sci-fi classic — 
including a nuts-and-bolts tour of “Ridleyville.” 

By Lawrence Tucker 



A rguably one of the most important science fiction films ever made, Blade 
Runner has changed the way we think of the future. It may not be - indeed, prob- 
ably won't be - a gleaming, sterile place Wke Alphaville or the glossy, high-tech 
world conjured up by 200/. It won't look like an industrial park or an airport - 



or, a la Star Trek, like the hotel lobby of the Marriott. It'll be crowded, grungy, inefficient, and 





reeking of humanity: a Babel, a Baghdad, a Calcutta. 

And it won't be all of a piece. Modem innovations will 
exist side by side with remnants of the past — just as 
they do today. Future hipsters will wear 1940s fashions; 
religious cults will flourish; kinky sex will still be for sale. 



Despite the presence of scientific miracles — space 
colonies, synthetic humanoids, gravity-defying auto- 
mobiles — it will remain a world of chaos, crime, pollu- 
tion, and decay. 

This was the vision of urban America circa 2019 — a 
distinctly dystopian vision — served up by director Rid- 
ley Scott and his talented crew of designers. It wasn't 
new to longtime SF readers who'd grown up on Robert A. 
Heinlein, John Brunner (whose Stand on 
Zanzibar explores a similar future), or 
Philip K. Dick, on whose novel Do 
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? the film 
was based. But it was new to moviego- 
ers, some of whom hailed Blade Runner 
as a revelation, "a masterpiece." 

Yet as Paul M. Sammon reminds us in 
Future Nolr: The Making of Blade Run- 
ner (New York: HarperPrism, 459 pp, pub- 
lished, $14), when the film was released in 
1982 it was anything but a hit. The critics 



were not charmed — one that Sammon quotes described 
the plot as "absolutely hopeless," another dismissed it as 
"boring" — and as for the movie's luck at the box office, 
one of Sammon's chapter titles, "An Indifferent Public," 
says it all. Even today, the usually reliable Leonard Maltin 
gives Blade Runner a mere one-and-a-half stars. 

Most moviegoers, fans and foes alike, agree that the 
film's strong point is its set design, its "look." The prob- 
lems lie in its not-very-likable characters and its some- 
hmes-illogical plot. As Sammon concedes, "Too many 
narrative links were dropped and forgotten during the 
rewriting process." 

Sammon himself, who first covered the production for 
a special issue of Cinefantastique back in 1982 and has 
been amassing material about it ever since, is an 
unabashed admirer of the film, but no apologist for it; he 
writes about Blade Runner and its creators with insight, 
affection, and a breathtaking grasp of the technicalities 
of filmmaking, yet he maintains sufficient critical dis- 
tance to acknowledge personal conflicts on the set 
between the thorny, occasionally arrogant director and 
his resentful crew, as well as between the film's stars. 
("Harrison hated Sean," a production executive confides 
about a scene between the two. "That was not a love 
scene, that was a hate scene .... He hated her, hated 
her.") The book is wise, well-paced, abounding in fasci- 
nating trivia, and impossible to put down; it kept me 
reading through the night (ruining me for the next day). 
And while it's sure to give you a new appreciation of 
Blade Runner's brilliance, it's thorough — and honest — 
enough to include a highly detailed chapter on "Blade 
Runner Blunders." 

One of the things that makes it particularly entertain- 
ing is that Sammon has talked to almost all the major 
players in the cast and crew (including, in 
the appendix, a 19-page interview with 
Scott), and he's gotten some terrific quotes 
from them. The marvelous, larger-than-life 
actor Brion James, for example, who plays 
the lethal android Leon, addresses the very 
question that has always most bedeviled 
me: "Some people have asked, 'Why did 
Holden [the security agent] have to run a 
Voigt-Kampff test on me [testing whether 
someone is a genuine human or an 
android impostor] if the police already 



Paul M. Sammon's 
latest volume lets us 
know that the world of 
Bladerunner is a fun 
place to visit, even if 
you wouldn't want to 
live there. 
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I *“ ' ! Hamm Pig 

Karate Buzz 



OTHER TOY STORY ITEMS 
flying Buzz Cotortorm poster pen set $15 X 

TaikingBuzz Cotortorm piayset $15X 

Lightyear $60 00 Boxed set of 3 puzzles $XX 
Talking Woody 

doll $45 QQ 




3 Inch Ceramic Set ol 6 dillerent for 
Figurines By Dakin (1994) $25 00/sel 



IN LIVING COLOUR 

Homey The Clown 
Doll (1 992) By Acme 
$ 15.00 Each or 6 For $60.00 



STAR TREK DS9 3 INCH included are 6 — 1 

PVCS BY APPLAUSE ot each • JT'.' 

SPECIAL Dm -36 PVCs 0 Bnen Dax 

ior $30.00 Sisko Odo * 'fit 

(1994) Quark aNerysIllli^ 


I 


$ Universal Monster 2O0pc 

Boxed Puzzles 

" INCLUDES Dracula Creature 

1 Frankenstein Woltman 

'V $50 00 Case of 24 




Back To The Future Micro ^ 
Hoverport with cars, . 

Texaco Premium 
$50 00 Case ol 24 ^ ' 



NEW ITEMS THIS MONTH 



ULTRAMAN MASK 

by Don Post (1996) 
(Hard Plastic Full 
Face Mask) 

$100.00 each 



FLIPPER - THE MOVIE 
APPLAUSE ITEMS (1996) 

10 Inch Large Plush 
DoU $20 00 

Set of 2 PVC Flipper 
Swimming & Jump- 
mg 8 00 set 






SUPER HUMAN SAMURAI 
SYBERSGUARD 

(1994 Playmates) 
$1000eachot 
(Set of 6 for $50 OO) 

Servo Skom - , 

Zenon Phormo A ' 

Draco Kiiokhan P 



S6T SAVAGE 2ND SERIES FIGURES 



Ciyo Freeze Sgl Savage 
iungle Camp D-Day 
Commando Sgt Savage 
i Urban Attack Dynamite 
let Pack Gen Blitz 



IP Artic StormliDopei 20 X 
Uj!-— ] Complete Set ol 6 tor $60 00 



HEN 8 STIMPY ITEMS' 

MAHEL FIGURES 
$20Xe3Chor(2foi$]5X) 
Commander Ren Hoek 

a en Hoek 
ITEMS 

Set ot 2 Plush Doll $15 00 set 
Set 3 Pins 5 00 set 

Happy Joy Mug 10 00 each 

Money Envelope 2 00 each 



SPECIAL 
DEAL 

All 7 Items For $25.00 



.WCK ROGERS 
12 INCH DOLL 

by Mego (1980) 
r Mint In Box 

$80.00 each 



CTBERFORCE 
"MEGUk HEROES" 

^ 'LIMITED EDITION" 






byMattel(1996) 

$10.00 5«f 
(All 6 for $60.00) 



SABAN'SVR TROOPERS 

by Kenner (1994) 

$10 00 each ot (set of I 
6 for $50 00) 

KaitlmStar Skug 
Ryan Steele Dark Heart 
Tankotron JB Reese 



'.xtafll 



Shipping is $4.00 for youi total order. 
Orders shipped same day received. 
ZUl items are in stock. 



Send $2.00 for 60 page catalog with over 110 different toy tines. 



International Orders Welcome. - We wholesale to dealers. 



PAYMENT Checks, Money Order, VISA. MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover, Cash. C O.D Make 
Checks Payable to Figures. Inc. • U you have any 
questions. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL 



30 DAY 
GUARANTEE 



Any questions call (401) 946-5720 • Credit Card Orders, Toll Free, 1-800-882-7078 • (401) 946-8492 FAX (24 HRS.) 









It VAWmtBAT t»" $ 39 

1 2 WEREWOLF SKVLL LHerfze $39 

1 3 ORAGON SKVLL 11" Long $ 39 

1 4 SKVLL CAVLORON Llferiie $ 29 

1 5 GRIM REAPER UMniD torrioN 7 " tiOl $29 

6 VAMPIRE SKVLL LHwfec $29 

1 7 t>EMON SKVLL Ltfcriw $ 1 9 

Cast In Hydrostone - Antique finish 
Send check or money order 
plus $7.50 shipping 
Catalogue subscription $3.00 
ANCIENT FUTURES™ 
Dept. SE, BOX 84, 
SHOREHAM, NY 11786 



FICTION STORIES 



ON AUDIO CASSETTES 




Guest of Honor by Robert Reed 
The Shobies' Story by Ursula K. Le Guin 
Slow Birds by Ian Watson 
Hollywood Kremlin by Bruce Sterling 
Cilia-of-Gold by Stephen Baxter* 

Blood Sisters by Greg Egan* 

A Walk in the Sun by Geoffrey A. Landis* 
Cibola by Connie Willis* 

* Coming Fall '96 I 

Each title on 1 cassette, roughly 50-90 min., Si 0.99 

Buy four titles by Jan. 1 , 1 997 and get o free personal cassette playeri I 
Available at bookstores, audiobook stores, and from Audio Text! I 

infini^X 1-800-860-3910 

II I I II II “ AudmTeil PO Box 690791, Houilon, TX 772691 



had tapes of Leon and knew what he looked 
like?' The answer to that one was that those 
tapes didn't get to the police until after I shot 
Holden. During my V-K test, the cops didn't 
have that much information on us. Holden 
was just on a fishing expedition." 

While this explanation of an apparent plot 
inconsistency may not convince you any 
more than it convinced me, it's not entirely 
unreasonable. 

Among the book's other revelations: 

■ David (Unforgiven) Peoples' initial 
rewrite of the Hampton Fancher script, 
opened with a thrilling scene set in an 
'"Offworld Termination Dump,' a small 
planetoid used for the cremation of androids 
whose four-year life-spans have run out. 
Two 'Dumpers' (goggle- and fire-ensuited 
workmen) are introduced, routinely shovel- 
ing dead androids from a huge pile of cadav- 
ers, when one of the 'corpses' suddenly stirs. 
It is a very-much-alive Roy Batty, mas- 
querading as a dead android. Batty then sur- 
reptitiously pulls Mary and Leon from the 
heap of bodies, and before the trio attack the 
defenseless Dumpers, they pause to stare up 
at the glittering heavens — and the beckon- 
ing planet Earth." 

■ From the title of Philip K. Dick's origi- 
nal novel (whose final question mark this 
book unaccountably leaves off), the film 
went through several title changes — from 
Android to Mechanismo to Dangerous Days — 
before Fancher, raiding his home library, 
came across "a slim, little-known book by 
celebrated 'beat' author William Burroughs" 
called Blade Runner: (a movie), the title of 
which was duly purchased. 

■ Fancher 's first choice to play detective 
Rick Deckard was Robert Mitchum. Other 
suggestions: Tommy Lee Jones and Christo- 
pher Walken. The first actor who actually 
expressed an interest in the part — thereby 
requiring some changes in the script — was, 
of all people, Dustin Hoffman. 

■ Contrary to popular belief, Harrison 
Ford's controversial voice-over narration 
was not forced upon the director in a last- 
minute effort to save the film. Explains 
Fancher: "Ridley was the one who initially 
pushed the voice-over idea. That's why it's 
on so many of my drafts. Scott was after the 
feel of a '40s detective thriller, so he liked the 
idea of using this film noir device." 

■ The movie's gritty urban setting was, at 
various times, conceived of as a future New 
York, a linked megalopolis of New 
York/ Chicago, and a similar merging of San 
Francisco and Los Angeles dubbed "San 
Angeles," before the on-screen presence of 
L.A.'s famous Bradbury Building necessi- 
tated listing that city as the locale. (The set 
itself, to which Sammon proves an authori- 
tative tour guide, was popularly known as 
Ridleyville. "It even smelled like a sleazy 
metropolis," Sammon reports. "Ridleyville 
was permeated by the aromas of burned cof- 
fee, wet trash, and boiling noodles.") 

■ The snake that the exotic dancer, played 



by Joanna Cassidy, is wearing in one photo — 
without much else — was in fact the 
actress's own pet, "a Burmese python 
named 'Darling.”' 

■ Some of Rutger Hauer's haunting final 
scene was invented by the actor himself. 
(Hauer, incidentally, comes across as witty, 
eccentric, and formidably intelligent.) 

■ As has long been rumored, the shots of 
the wilderness through which Deckard and 
Rachael travel at the end are in fact outtakes 
from the opening of The Shining. 

In recent years there've been a spate of 
"making of" books, some of them sloppy, 
most of them written too fast. Future Noir is 
different; it's a true labor of love and one of 
those rare things, a "making of" book actu- 
ally worthy of its subject. 



The House on the Borderland by William 
Hope Hodgson (New York: Carroll & Graf 186 
pp, published, $4.95 ) 

Critic E.F. Bleiler calls this novel, first pub- 
lished in 1908, "one of the classics of super- 
natural fiction." H.P. Lovecraft noted that, 
were it not for "a few touches of common- 
place sentimentality," it would be "a classic 
of the first water." 

The fact is, supernatural horror is a genre 
better suited to short stories than novels; it's 
hard to sustain dread over the long haul. Bor- 
derland is one of the genre's few near-suc- 
cesses; it's easily one of the weirdest, most 
powerful, and most spellbinding books ever 
written, though it's also, at times, tedious, 
confusing, and far too ambitious for its own 
good. Purporting to be a diary discovered in 
the ruins of an isolated house in the waste- 
lands of western Ireland, it tells of swinelike 
creatures that tunnel up from the earth 
behind the house, and of cosmic forces from 
above that puli the narrator across vast 
stretches of space and time. It is, above all, a 
vision of a loneliness so profound it's almost 
unimaginable. 

This new paperback edition — one of a 
number of horror classics that Carroll & Graf 
have been bringing out — is therefore most 
welcome. Unfortunately, though, it's clear 
that some corners were cut in its printing, 
which seems unusually shoddy: ink, in 
places, seems to run into the cheap paper, 
blurring the letters; other sections are as faint 
as a poor Xerox. More important, this edition 
plunges right into the narrative, omitting the 
original framing device, the "Author's Intro- 
duction to the Manuscript," in which Hodg- 
son describes the newly discovered diary's 
"long-damp pages ... filled with a quaint 
but legible hand-writing, and writ very close. 
1 have the queer, faint, pit-water smell of it in 
my nostrils now as 1 write." This edition also 
lacks the novel's full, old-fashioned title 
("From the Manuscript, discovered in 1877 
by Messrs. Tonnison and Berreggnog, in the 
Ruins that," etc. etc.), as well as the opening 
dedicatory poem to Hodgson's father. Imag- 
ine, short-changing a classic just to save a 
sheet or two of paper! □ 
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SCI-FI CHAnnEL 



^UMWiR 11»t 
US SI S9 
CANADA 54. SQ 






1-800-59-SCIFI 

for your FREE catalogue. 



Star Trek, -Star Wars, 
X-Files, MST3K, 



Sci-Fi Channel 
merchandise and more! 



D3JiJ 






MBER'OCTOSER 

RAMMING SCHEDULE 



DAYTIME 



TIME Monday ■ Friday 



6:00 Informational 



6:30 



7:00 Animation Station 



7:30 



8:00 



8:30 (Anti-Gravity Room / Friday) 



9:O0 Lost in I 



9:30 

II 0 :00 Beaiitf and the Beast 

10:30 

|1 1 :00 Dark Shadows 



11:30 Dark Shadows (Fri: Trader) 
INoon Sci-Fi Series Collection 



12:30 

1 :00 Aifred Hitchcock Presents 
1 :30 Tales From th e Darkside 
2:00 Swamp Thinfl 



2:30 

3:00 



Saturday 



Mon: Odyssey Tue-Fri My Secret ID 
Buck RaimilMiiMestar Galactica/Galactica 1980* 



3:30 

4:00 The Incredible Hulk 

4:30 

I 5:00 The Bionic Woman 

5:30 

6:00 The Six Miilion Dollar Man 
6:30 




The Odyssey 



Scl-fi Trader 



EVENING 



Time 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Sunday 


i 7:00 


TwiliBht Zone 


Twilteht Zone 


TwiWZone 


Twiliht Zone 


TwilinZone 


Twiioht Zone 


SF-Prev.**** I 


7:30 


Monsters 


Monsters 


Monsters 


Monsters 


SF-Prev. Show**** 


Traiier Park 


Myst/Mag/Mir 


fsw 


Forever Kniaht 


"V” 


„v» 


“V” 


Kolchak the Niaht 


Sci-Fi Feature 


AmazinSfeMi 


8:30 










Stalker 


Film 


The Odyssey 


roM" 


SF Series Coiiect.** 


SF Series Collect.** 


’ SF Series Collect.** 


SF Series Collect.** 


' SF Series Collect.** 




Alien Nation 1 


I 9:30 I 


[10:00 


Fridairl3th: Series 


FHSWl3th:Series 


F«Wl3th:Series 


m»13th:Series 


Sci-Fi Buzz 


Max Headroom 


War of the Worlds 1 


10:30 










inside Space 







LATE NIGHT 



Time 


Monday 


Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Sunday 


111:00 


TwiliBht Zone 


TwiliBht Zone TwiliBht Zone TwilSSitZone 


TwilMit Zone 


TwiWt Zone 


Trailer Park 1 


11:30 


Monsters 


Monsters Monsters Monsters 


SF-Prev. Show**** 


Trailer Park 


Myst/Mag/Mir 


IldniDht' 


Forever Kniiht 


“V” “V" ‘T ~ 


KolcTfinHHBi 


r Sci-Fi Feature 


C Net Central I 


12:30 










The Web 


1 1:00 


SF Series Collect.**SF Series Coiiect.** SF Series Coiiect.** SF Series Collect.** 


SF Series Coiiect.** 




1 


1:30 










The New Edge 


1 2:00 


Fnaw13th:Series FllBSir13th:Series F*iwl3th:Seriea FHBtaw13th:Series 


Sci-Fi Buzz 


Max Headroom 


Sci-Fi Trader 1 


2:30 






Inside Space 




War of the 


1 3:00 


Informational 


informational Informational Thriller 


Thrilier 


Thriller 


Worids 1 


3:30 










informational 





All programming shown Eastern Standard Time. Please adapt for your local time zone. All programming subject to change. This schedule is effective through 930/96. *Buck 
Rogers, Battlestar Gatactica, and Galactica 1 980 are shown in rotation. ” Sci-Fi Movie airs one week per month. SF Series Collection titles for September are She Wolf of 
London and Space Rangers; "‘Friday:, 8:30 am: Anti-Gravity Room, "" Working Title 
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OFFICIAL X-PILES 
SEASON 1 CARD SET 

72 Full-Color Cards $16.95 
AVAILABLE! X-FILES SEASON 1 
CHASE CARD SETS 
Topps Finest Chromium (4) $39.95 
Etched Foil Series Set (6) $79.95 ^ 
Parallel Foil Series Set (72) $69.95 T 





OFFICIAL X-FILES 
SEASON 2 CARD SET 

72 Full Color Cards $16.95 

AVAILABLE X-FILES SEASON 2 
CHASE CARD SETS 
Hologram Set (4) $39.95 
Etched Foil Set (6) $79.95 
Parallel Foil SeriesSet (72) $69.95 

COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL#! 

X-FILES SEASON 2 COMPLETE COLLECTION 72 CARD 
BASIC SET, 6 CARD ETCHED FOIL SET AND 4 CARD 
HOLOGRAM SET - ONLY $124.95 

COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL #2 

X-FILES SEASON 2 DELUXE COMPLETE COLLECTION 
72 CARD BASIC SET, 72 CARD PARALLEL FOIL SET, 

6 CARD ETCHED FOIL SET AND 4 CARD HOLOGRAM 
SET 154 CARDS TOTAL - ONLY $179.95 



THE PHENOMENON CONTINUES!!! 

OFFICIAL X-FILES SEASON #3 
ALL NEW CARD SET!! 

72 Different Full-Color UV-Coated Premium Cards 
Complete Mint Set (72) $16.95 
ALSO AVAILABLE! X-FILES SEASON 3 
LIMITED EDITION "CHASE" CARD SETS 
Etched Foil Set (6) $79.95 
Finest Hologram Set (4) $39.95 
Parallel Foil SeriesSet (72) $69.95 

X-FILES SEASON 3 COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL #1 

X-FILES SEASON 3 
COMPLETE COLLECTION 

72 CARD BASIC SET, 6 CARD ETCHED FOIL SET AND 
4 CARD FINEST/HOLOCRAM 
SET -ONLY $124.95 

X-FILES SEASON 3 
COLLECTOR’S SPECIAL #2 

X-FILES SEASON 2 DELUXE 
COMPLETE COLLECTION 
72 CARD BASIC SET, 72 CARD 
PARALLEL FOIL SET, 6 CARD 
ETCHED FOIL SET AND 4 CARD 
FINEST/HOLOCRAM SET 154 
CARDS TOTAL -ONLY $179.95 





-The Day We Fight Back! 



1996’s Summer Blockbuster presented in TOPPS WIDEVISION 
Complete Mint Set 
72 different Full Color 
SUPER PREMIUM UV coated 
Collector's Cords. 

Each Card Measures a 
Widevision 2''^" x 4"'“”. 

Complete mint set (72 cards) $19.95 

TOPPS WIDEVISION 





INDEPENDENCE DDV 

HOLOFOIL CHASE" CARD 
SET (6 CARDS) $44.9S 

RARE! RARE! RARE! 



ENJOY THIS CARD SET. IT MAY BE YOUR LAST ! 



Deluxe collector cards from the original T.V. CLASSIC SERIES! 
90 Different Full-Color T'^” x 3'^^ Cards. 

Printed on Premium 20 pt. 

Mirror Board for that haunting effect. 
Complete Set (90) $19.95 



A ■ - 

f 



Available! THE MUNSTERS Limited Edition “Chase” Card Sets 
THE MUNSTERS Gold Foil-stamped (4) $29.95 
THE MUNSTERS Die-cut (3) $39.95 
THE MUNSTERS Promo (1) “Munstermobile!” $5.00 



THE MUNSTERS SPECIAL-Complete collection of all 4 
of the above THE MUNSTERS Sets! 98 Total Cards $84.95 



SpirtiNEl 



■ 10 Day Return Privilege, no questions asked..Satisfaction 

guaranteed ■ All prices subject to change without notice and ^ 

subject to availability .NY state residents must add sales tax 

s ,2 ALL CARDS MINT ^jr c^HDco.^ 

717 E. Jericho Tpke., Suite 315, Huntington station, NY 11746 

Jfii CKdit Card Holders CALL TOLL FREE: 1 ■800-437-521 3 FAX: 516-293-6628 FOR INFO: 516-293-6623 



E-Mail Address: rcc8access.dioex.net 



Catalog $1 00 or FREE 
with your order' 
SSH S3 50 per order- 
Canadian S&H $6 00 



Availahle! TM 


Limited Editicn "Clieue' 


Card Sets 


JMSlTlIKIllfiS Geld Fed 


(6) 


49.95 


IPMSlTIEHlllS Jumhe 


W 


34.95 


IMEITIMMS Premo 


2) 


10.00 



NEW! mi 

DELUXE MOVIE CARDS 
72 Dijfererrt ^S-cekr 2‘ ’"x 3' canh 
PrittfeJ err Premitm 18-Peiirt Mirror Roanl 
Complete Set (72) 19.95 



111 iMffiliriHlIES rmki ! CorrtfMe 
coSedrm of itE of 6te dove Tire Friijlrtetreril 
rets! 84 Total cardr $99.95 




1962 TOPPS OFFICIAL 
MARS ATTACKS REPRINT SET 

56 Full Color 27?"x3v?" Cards Licensed by Topps 



Invasion by Martians in FLYING SAUCERSIIL 



SUPER PREMIUM TRADING CARDS-THE NEWEST TECHNOLOGY 




Original set worth over $2,000.00 This set has a CCPG value of $50 00 

Complete Set $ 1 9. W • Dealer Special !! 8 Sets $100.00 

OFFICIAL MARSAHACKS 
PREMIUM SET 

4 full color 5”x7” 

Premium Cards Issued From The Original Artwork 
Complete Mint Set 4 Cards $5.00 

OFFICIAL OUTER LIMITS REPRINT SET 

Limited Edition - 5.000 Sets 
Each Set is Individually Senal-NumberedI I 
50 Different Full Color Glossy Cards 
PLUS a BONUS OUTER LIMITS 
Wrapper Card-51 Cards in 
All!! Onginal Mint Set with Wrapper 
worth over $1,500.00!!! 

Onginally issued in 1 964 from 

the Cult Sci-Fi Series! . < 

Available at issue pnce \ 

Complete Set S24 95 • 5 Complete Sets 
S75 00 • 1 0 Complete Sets $1 25.00 

• 1967 LEAF STAR TREK REPRINT SET • 

Original Set Worth Over $2,500 00'" 72 Different B&W 2 1/4”x 3 
1/4" Cards Reprint issued in 1981 Set Features The Original TV 
Senes Cast Captain Kirk, Spock, Dr McCoy, Uhura Yeoman Janice 
Rand, U S S Enterprise. Sulu. and Chekov in Live Scenes From 
THE STAR TREK TELEVISION SHOW!! HURRY! SUPPLIES LIMITED! 
Complete Set $19 95 • 3 Sets $45 00 • 8 Sets $100 00 




ORIGINAL 1977 TOPPS 
STAR WARS COLLECTION 

Near Mint-Mint, Freshly assembled from 
original Star Wars Packs nearly 20 years ago 



STAR WARS Series#! 

Card #1-66 
Complete Set P.O.R. 

STAR WARS Series #3 
Card#] 33-1 98 
Complete Set $34.95 



STAR WARS Series #2 
Card #67-1 32 
Complete Set $34.95 

STAR WARS Series #4 
Card #199-264 
Complete Set $44.95 



STAR WARS Series #5 
Card #265-330,Complete Set S44.95 

STAR WARS COMPLETE COLLEQION 
of all 330 cards, near mint, freshly assembled 
from original STAR WARS packs 
nearly 20 years ago!!! 

Only $249.95-3 $5.00 S&H 






Custom 

Lightswords 





Shadow Sabre ^ 

S120.00 



Price Includes Shipping ! y 



International Orders include 
$10.00 extra for sliippinn! 



3 



Send Check or Money Order to: 



Jeffrey A. Parks 
1205 N. Ave. C 
Elgin, Texas 78621 
[5121285-3556 



SEPt-OCT MOVIES AND SPECIALS 

ON THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 



Sunday, September 1 

3:00 p.m. The Utilizer 

1995, Science Fiction 
4:00 p.m. Scanners 

1981, Science Fiction, Jennifer 
O'Neill, Patrick McGoohan 

I Tuesday, September 3 I 

8:00 p.m. Star Trek II: The 
Wrath of Khan 

1982, Science Fiction, WiUiam 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy 
12:00 a.m. Star Trek II: The 
Wrath of Khan 

1982, Science Fiction, William 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy 

Wednesday, September 4 

8:00 p.m. Star Trek IV: The 
Voyage Home 

1986, Science Fiction, William 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy 
12:00 a.m. Star Trek IV: The 
Voyage Home 
1986, Science Fiction, WBliam 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy 

i Thursday, September 5 

8:00 p.m. Star Trek V: The 
Final Frontier 

1989, Science Fiction, William 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy 

12:00 a.m. Star Trek V: The 
Final Frontier 

1989, Science Fiction, WiUiam 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy 

I Saturday , Septe mber 7 I 

9:00 a.m. Gall Force: Eternal 
Story 1993, Anime 
12:00 p.m. Netherworld 
1991, Horror, Michael 
Bendetti, Denise GentUe 
2:00 p.m. The Devonsville 
Terror 

1983, Horror, Donald 
Pleasence, Suzanne Love 

4:00 p.m. The Handmaid's 
Tale 

1990, Futuristic, Natasha 
Richardson, Faye Dunaway 
7:00 p.m. Worldcon '96 

1996, Behind the scenes 
8:00 p.m. The Hidden 2 
1994, Science Fichon, Kate 
Hodge, Raphael Sbarge 
11:00 p.m. Worldcon '96 
1996, Behind the scenes 
12:00 a.m. The Hidden 2 
1994, Science Fiction, Kate 
Hodge, Raphael Sbarge 
4:00 a.m. The Devonsville 
Terror 

1983, Horror, Donald 
Pleasence, Suzanne Love 

Sunday, September 8 

3:00 p.m. Time Travellers 
1975, Science Fiction, Sam 
Groom, Tom Halliack 
4:30 p.m. The Hidden 2 
1994, Science Fiction, Kate 
Hodge, Raphael Sbarge 
7:30 p.m. Worldcon '96 
1996, Behind the scenes 
11:30 p.m. Worldcon '96 
1996, Behind the scenes 



Tuesday, September 10 

7:30 p.m. Worldcon '96 
1996, Behind the scenes 
11:30 p.m. Worldcon '96 
1996, Behind the scenes 

I Friday, September 13 I 

7:00 p.m. Friday the 13th: The 
Marathon 

Horror, Robey, John LeMay 

Saturday, September 141 

9:00 a.m. Roujin Z 

1994, Anime 

12:00 p.m. Killer Klowns 
from Outer Space 
1988, Science Fiction, Grant 
Cramer, Suzarma Snyder 
2:00 p.m. Firestarter 

1984, Horror, George C. Scott, 
Drew Barrymore 

4:00 p.m. The Hidden 2 
1994, Science Fiction, Kate 
Hodge, Raphael Sbarge 
6:00 p.m. Worldcon '96 
1996, Behind the scenes 
4:00 a.m. Killer Klowns from 
Outer Space 

1988, Science Fichon, Grant 
Cramer, Suzarma Snyder 

Sunday, September 15 I 

12:00 p.m. Worldcon '96 

1996, Behind the scenes 
3:00 p.m. Alien Lover 
1975, Science Fichon, Kate 
Mulgrew, Pemell Roberts 

Sat urday, September"!!] 

9:00 a.m. Record of Lodoss 

War 1994, Anime 

12:00 p.m. The Car 

1977, Horror, James BroUn, 

Kathleen Lloyd 

2:00 p.m. Prophecy 

1979, Horror, Talia Shire, 

Robert Foxworth 

8:00 p.m. Body Parts 

1991, Jeff Fahey, Kim Delaney 

12:00 a.m. Body Parts 

1991, Jeff Fahey, Kim Delaney 
4:00 a.m. Carnival of Souls 
1962, Fantasy, Candace 
Hilligoss, Sidney Berger 

I Sunday, September 22~I 

3:00 p.m. In Possession 
1986, Supernatural, Carol 
Lynley, Christopher 
Cazenove 

4:30 p.m. Testament 

1983, Jane Alexander, William 

Devane 

Saturday, September 28 

9:00 a.m. Project A-KO vs. 
Battles 1 & 2 1990, Anime 
12:00 p.m. Seedpeople 

1992, Science Fichon, Sam 
Hennings, Andrea Roth 
2:00 p.m. Iceman 

1983, Science Fichon, Timothy 
Hutton, John Lone 
4:00 p.m. The Tower 

1985, Science Fichon, Ray 
Paisley, Jackie Wray 

8:00 p.m. Stephen King's: 
Somehmes They Come Back 
1991, Horror, Tim Matheson 



12:00 a.m. Stephen King's: 
Sometimes They Come Back 

1991, Horror, Tim Matheson 
4:00 a.m. Night of the Comet 
1984, Science Fichon, Mary C. 
Stewart, KelU Maroney 

I Sunday, SeptImber 29 1 

3:00 p.m. Trancers III: Deth 
Lives 

1992, Science Fichon, Tim 
Thomerson, Melanie Smith 
4:30 p.m. Night of the Comet 
1984, Science Fichon, Mary C. 
Stewart, Kelli Maroney 

'Saturday, October 5 ' 

9:00 a.m. The Venus Wars 
Anime 

2:00 p.m. Kolchak: The 

Crackle of Death 

Horror, Darriv Me Gavin, 

Simon Oakland 

4:00 p.m. Kolchak: Demon 

and the Mummy 

Horror, Darriv Me Gavin, 

Simon Oakland 

4:00 a.m. Dr. Terror's House 

of Horror 

1965, Horror, Peter Cushing, 
Donald Sutherland 

I Sunday, October 6 ^ 

4:00 p.m. Firestarter 
1984, Horror, George C, Scott, 
Drew Barrymore 
6:00 p.m. The Thing 
1982, Science Fichon, Kurt 
RusseU, Donald Moffat 

I Monday. October 7 I 

9:00 p.m. The Invisible Man 

1933, Science Fichon, Claude 
Rains, Gloria Stuart 
1:00 a.m. The Invisible Man 
1933, Science Fichon, Claude 
Rains, Gloria Stuart 

I Tuesday, October 8 I 

9:00 p.m. The Invisible Man 
Returns 

1940, Science Fichon, Cedric 
Hardwicke, Vinent Price 
1:00 a.m. The Invisible Man 
Returns 

1940, Science Fichon, Cedric 
Hardwicke, Vinent Price 

I Wednesday, October 9 1 

9:00 p.m. The Invisible 
Woman 

1941, Science Fichon, Virginia 
Bruce, John Barrymore 

1:00 a.m. The Invisible 
Woman 

1941, Science Fichon, Virginia 
Bruce, John Barrymore 

i Thursday, October 10 I 

9:00 p.m. The Invisible Man's 
Revenge 

1944, Science Fichon, John 
HaU, Evelyn Ankers 
1:00 a.m. "nie Invisible Man's 
Revenge 

1944, Science Fichon, John 
Hall, Evelyn Ankers 

: Friday, October 11 I 

7:00 p.m. Masters of Fantasy 
11:00 p.m. Masters of Fantasy 
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SEPT-OCT MOVIES AND SPECIALS 

ON THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 



I Saturday, October 12 

9:00 am. E.Y.E.S. of Mars 

Anime 

1:30 p.m. The Fury 
1978, Horror, Kirk Douglas, 
Amy Irving 

6:00 p.m. Masters of Fantasy 
8:00 p.m. The Lifeforce 
Experiment 

1992, Science Fiction, Donald 
Sutherland, Corin Nemic 
12:00 a.m. The Lifeforce 
Experiment 

1992, Science Fiction, Donald 
Sutherland, Corin Nemic 
4:00 a.m. Psycho III 
1986, Suspense, Anthony 
Perkins, Diana Scarwid 

Sunday, October 13 

3:00 p.m. Abbot & Costello 
Meet Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde 
1953, Comedy, Bud Abbot, 
Lou Costello 
4:30 p.m. The Lifeforce 
Experiment 

1992, Science Fiction, Donald 
Sutherland, Corin Nemic 
8:00 p.m. Masters of Fantasy 

I Monday, October 14 I 

7:30 p.m. Masters of Fantasy 
9:00 p.m. The Puppetmaster 
1989, Horror, Paid Lemat, 
Irene Miracle 

11:30 p.m. Masters of Fantasy 
1:00 a.m. The Puppetmaster 
1989, Horror, Paul Lemat, 
Irene Miracle 

Tuesday, October 15 

9:00 p.m. Puppetmaster 2 
1989, Horror, Paul Lemat, 
Irene Miracle 
1:00 a.m. Puppetmaster 2 

1989, Horror, Paul Lemat, 
Irene Miracle 

Wednesday,. OcroBERTi 

9:00 p.m. Puppetmaster 3: 

Toulon's Revenge 

1991, Horror, Guy Rohe, Ian 

Abercrombie 

1:00 a.m. Puppetmaster 3: 

Toulon's Revenge 

1991, Horror, Guy Rohe, Ian 
Abercrombie 

Thursday, October 17 

9:00 p.m. Puppetmaster 4 

1993, Horror, Gordon Currie, 
Chandra West 

1:00 a.m. Puppetmaster 4 
1993, Horror, Gordon Currie, 
Chandra West 

Saturday, October 19 

9:00 a.m. Project A-KO 
Battles 1 & 2 
Anime 

2:00 p.m. Spontaneous 
Combustion 

1990, Horror, Brad Dourh, 
Cynthia Bain 

4:00 p.m. The Lifeforce 
Experiment 

1992, Science Fiction, Donald 
Sutherland, Corin Nemic 
8:00 p.m. Severed Ties 



1991, Science Fiction, Oliver 
Reed, Hike Sommer 
12:00 a.m. Severed Ties 

1991, Science Fiction, Oliver 
Reed, Elke Sommer 

4:00 a.m. Heartstoppers: 
Horror at the Movies 

1992, Documentary, George 
Hamilton 

Sunday, October 20 

3:00 p.m. The Bride of 

Frankenstein 

1935, Horror, Boris Karloff, 

Elsa Lanchester 

4:30 p.m. Psycho III 

1986, Suspense, Anthony 

Perkins, Diana Scarwid 

Monday, October 21 

9:00 p.m. Pulse 

1988, Horror, Chff DeYoung, 
Roxanne Hart 
1:00 a.m. Pulse 
1988, Horror, CUff DeYoung, 
Roxanne Hart 

Tuesday, October 22 

9:00 p.m. House 4 

1991, Horror, WiUiam Katt, 
Terri Treas 
1:00 a.m. House 4 
1991, Horror, William Katt, 
Terri Treas 

Wednesday, October 23 

9:00 p.m. The Haunted 

1991, Horror, Sally Kirkland, 
Jeffrey DeMunn 
1:00 a.m. The Haunted 
1991, Horror, Sally Kirkland, 
Jeffrey DeMunn 

Thursday, October 24 

9:00 p.m. The Sentinel 
1977, Ava Gardner 
1:00 a.m. The Sentinel 

1977, Ava Gardner 

I Saturday, October 261 

9:00 a.m. Vampire Hunter D 
Anime 

12:00 p.m. The Night That 
Panicked America 
1975, Drama, Paul Shenar, 
cuff DeYoung 
2:00 p.m. The Funhouse 

1981, Horror, EUzabeth 
Berridge, Cooper Huckabee 
4:00 p.m. Critters 2: The 
Main Course 

1988, Science Fiction, Scott 
Grimes, Liane Curtis 
6:00 p.m. Omen 4: The 
Awakening 

1991, Horror, Faye Grant 8:00 
p.m. Children of the Night 
1991, Horror, Karen Black 
10:00 p.m. Howling 5: The 
Rebirth 

1989, Horror, PhiUp Davis 
12:00 a.m. Howling 6: 

The Freaks 

1990, Horror, Brendan 
Hughes, MicheUe Matheson 
1:00 a.m. The Entity 

1982, Horror, Barbara 
Hershey, Ron Silver 
3:00 a.m. The Fury 



1978, Horror, Kirk Douglas, 
Amy Irving 

Sunday, October 27 

12:00 p.m. Heartstoppers: 
Horror at the Movies 

1992, Documentary, George 
Hamilton 

2:00 p.m. Night Gallery 
1969, Supernatural, Roddy 
McDowell, Joan Crawford 
4:00 p.m. Burned at the Stake 
Supernatural 
6:00 p.m. Nightmares 
1983, Horror, Christina 
Raines, Emilio Estevez 
8:00 p.m. Prince of Darkness 
1987, Horror, Donald 
Pleasance, Lisa Blount 
10:00 p.m. Stephen King's 
Sometimes They Come Back 
1991, Horror, Tim Matheson 
2:00 a.m. She Waits 

1971, Horror, Patty Duke, 
David McCallum 

Monday, October 28 

7:00 p.m. Suspiria 
1977, Horror, Jessica Harper 
9:00 p.m. The Black Cat 
1990, Horror, Caroline 
Munroe, Brett Halsey 
11:00 p.m. Suspiria 
1977, Horror, Jessica Harper 
1:00 a.m. The Black Cat 
1990, Horror, Caroline 
Munroe, Brett Halsey 

Tuesday, October 29 

7:00 p.m. Captain Kronos: 
Vampire Hunter 
1974, Horror, Horst Janson 
9:00 p.m. The Brides of 
Dracula 

1960, Horror, Peter Cushing 
11:00 p.m. Captain Kronos: 
Vampire Hunter 
1974, Horror, Horst Janson 
1:00 a.m. The Brides of 
Dracula 

1960, Horror, Peter Cushing 

Wednesday, October 30 

7:00 p.m. Horror Express 

1972, Horror, Christopher 
Lee, Peter Cushing 

9:00 p.m. Cronos 
Horror, Ron Perlman 
11:00 p.m. Horror Express 
1972, Horror, Christopher 
Lee, Peter Cushing 
1:00 a.m. Cronos 
Horror, Ron Perlman 

Thursday, October 31 1 

7:00 p.m. Phantasm 

1979, Horror, Michael 
Baldwin, Angus Scrimm 
9:00 p.m. Fright Night 

1985, Horror, Chris Sarandon, 
Roddy McDowaU 
11:00 p.m. Phantasm 
1979, Horror, Michael 
Baldwin, Angus Scrimm 
1:00 a.m. Fright Night 
1985, Horror, Chris Sarandon, 
Roddy McDowaU 



Universal 

6rmorar 




RECENTLY OBTfllNED flRTIFftCTS 
FROM vmioas parts of the GALAXY! 




M41-A PULSE RIFLE $275.00 




ASSORTED PISTOLS $125.00 




MODIFIED GRAFLEX OR HEILAND REPLICAS FROM...$75.00 



PRIVATE COLLECTOR’S ESTATE SALE 

(4) White Trooper Armor $1,295.00 

(2) Biker Scout Armor $1,295.00 

(2) Snow Troop Armor $1,295.00 

(1) Bounty Hunter Armor $1,295.00 

(1) O.C.P. Robo-Police Armor $1,295.00 

(2) Compiete Endo-Skeleton $3,500.00 

(2) D.Star Gunner Helmet $300.00 

(6) Viper Pilot Helmet w/lights $300.00 

VARIOUS OTHER HELMETS, ETC. (CALL) 

(Replicas only) INSPECTED FOR QUALITY 

Don Post Boba Fett Helmet $75.00 

Lowest prices on all other Don Post helmets. 

To order, please send money orderjno checks please] 
and the following information: 




NAME 

ADDRESS 



PHONE 

CARD # EXP. 



Shipping $20 in U.S.; Foreign shipped freight collect. 
(Inquiries REQUIRE self-addressed stamped envelope) 

UNIVERSfiL ARMORER 




P.O. Box 335, SFE, 
Pittston, PA 18640-0335 
Credit Card Orders Please Call: 

(717) 883-9436 

No Calls After 7pm EST 
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FUTURE SHOCK 



X-FILES 



SCI-FI 

EmRTAlMEW 

BACK ISSUES 

June 1994- Sold Out 

August1994 — Cover Story-The Shadow. 
Roger Corman Interview. Babylon 5, Lion 
King, TekWar, Star Trek’s Creature Creator 
October 94 — Sold Out 
December 1994 — Star Trek Generations 
Special issue. Kirk’s Farewell. Voyager 
Prepares to Launch. Deep Space Nine. 
Interview with a Vampire. Pull Out Star Trek 
Poster. 

February 1995 — Cover Story- Captain 
Janeway, Star Trek Voyager. William 
Shatner’s Tek War. Clive Barker, Lord of 
Illusions. Johnny Mnemonic, Forever Knight 
Returns. 

April 1995 — Christopher Lambert: Mortal 
Kombat. Flighiander & the hunted. Tank Girl. 
John Carpenter: Mouth of Madness. Stephen 
king’s The Mangier. Comics go Flollywood. 
June 1995— SOLD OUT 
August 1995— SOLD OUT 

Send $5.00 for each copy to: 

(Canada S overseas add $2 for handlir^g & shipping) 

Sci-Fi Entertainment 

441 Carlisle Drive, Flerndon, VA 22070 



MOVING? 

Send us nof ication of your move 6 weeks prior to 
your move, so we can keep Sd-Fi Entertainment 
coming to you. Send us your old and new 
address, and the date of your move to: 
SchFi Entertainment Magazine 
PO Box 709, 

Mount Morris, IL 61054 



RUSSIAN LADIES want to meet mom! 

Truly beautiful, educated, sincere. 

Selected from over 50,000 ladies. 

FREE COLOR PHOTO BROCHURE 
Color Photo Catalogs, Live Videos 

14 successful Moscow Tours since 1992! 

EUROPEAN CONNECTiONS, INC. 

Dept. 202* P.O.Box 888851 (24 HOURS) 

Atlanta, GA 30356 ( 770 ) 458-0909 




PROP REPLICAS 

Highest quality at the lowest prices for the most 
discriminating collector. From sci-fi TV shows & movies: 
Star Trek Forbidden Platnel Tricordere 

SlarWars Space 1999 Medical Devices 

Galaciica Lost in Space Light Sabers 

Loan's Run Weapons Blasters 

RoIk) Cop Communicator 1 00% Guaranteed 

For free price list call: Joshua Meyerson 516-791-1064. 
If not available, please leave record of address and phone number. 



GORGEOUS ASIAN WOMEN 




DESIRE AMERICAN MEN! 




ROMANCE, CORRESPONDENCE, 




LIFEMATE5! 




Free Details,Color Photo Brochure! 




P.I.CBox 461873-SFC 
LA, CA 90046 Phone/Fax 213-650-1994 





Continued from page 24 

to eff up his masterpiece, because he couldn't 
see how to condense it either. 

"The problem in condensing it was that all 
the detail which separated those characters 
from cliched superheros got lost. We even 
had to sacrifice the Comedian. 1 couldn't 
have this on my conscience." 

"Luckily, Joel Silver had been lying. He 
could only rustle up 25 million ... .At the 
moment, Joel doesn't have the rights any- 
more and I think it should be made as a TV 
mini-series." 

Species director Roger Donaldson recently 
commenced filming on Dante's Peak for Uni- 
versal Studios. The press release fills us in on 
the plot: The film stars Pierce Brosnan as US 
Geological Service volcanologist Harry Dal- 
ton, who travels to the small town Dante's 
Peak to investigate a series of seismic 
episodes in the area. Expecting the area's 
usual minor rumblings, Dalton becomes 
alarmed by what he interprets to be a threat 
of major volcanic activity. Government 
experts dismiss Dalton's findings, so he 
enlists the aid of the town's mayor, Rachel 
Wando (Linda Hamilton); together, the pair 
must find a way to save the citizens of 
Dante's Peak before all are smited by Vul- 
can's great hammer. The screenplay is cred- 
ited to Leslie Bohem, though its similarity to 
Twister suggests that perhaps Kessler should 
sue these guys next. Filming continues 
through October, for a spring or summer 
1997 release. 

Reports that Robert Rodriguez quit 
Dreamwork's Zorro over money seem 
mighty silly, considering that this is the 
biggest budget, by far, that Rodriguez ever 
dealt with. The $45 million budget of Zorro 
is easily twice that of any movie Rodriguez 
has shot to date, and over 3,000 times- the 
budget of his debut, El Mariachi. Our infor- 
mants indicate that Rodriguez was con- 
cerned about the long list of producers and 
executive producers whose up-front fees 
diminished the amount of funds available to 
be put on the screen. 

Paul Anderson, the director of Mortal Kom- 
bat, is committed to Soldier, a major-budget 
blockbuster from Warner Brothers, seem- 
ingly designed to steal thunder from Colum- 
bia's Starship Troopers. The screenplay is by 
David Webb Peoples {Blade Runner), and 
Kurt Russell is picking up a reported $15 mil- 
lion to star. 

Kevin Smith, whose Clerks and Mallrats 
makes it clear that he's a Star Wars and Mar- 
vel Comics geek, has completed the first 
draft of a script for a Six Million Dollar Man 
feature. Will Universal let the kid direct it? 
We can only hope. Tm way over word-count 
for this column, with more news to go — so, 
for more news, with weekly updates, join me 
on the web at http://www.geocities.com/ 
hollywood/1022. 



Continued from page 70 

Area 51 workers who became ill, in some 
cases fatally, allegedly due to exposure to 
unknown chemicals. 

The episode "Fallen Angel" could have 
been pulled right from a report of a UFO 
crash in Kecksburg, PA, which claims many 
witnesses and a military retrieval and cover- 
up. "Colony" and "End Game" further 
explored the DNA-experimentation thread, 
with a dose of cloning, but the early parallels 
to the reality of the UFO quest and its con- 
nection to the peoples' mistrust of their own 
government had begun to fray. 

"Anasazi," which closed season two, drew 
from the "MJ12" papers, an unsubstantiated 
Presidential briefing on UFO involvement on 
earth, and the committee farmed to deal with 
them, as well as the long tradition of Native 
American UFO mythology. The tale ends 
with one of the series' most compelling 
images: Mulder in a boxcar piled high with 
apparently alien bodies. 

This provocative lead takes Mulder and 
Scully into an entirely different direction from 
where they seemed to be heading in the early 
episodes. No longer is the government's con- 
spiratorial practice of lies and intimidation 
the central focus of the pair's frustrations. 
Now, a cabal resembling the fabled "Illumi- 
nati" is at the core of a global conspiracy 
involving alien DNA and the creation of 
"super-soldiers." This season also saw the 
invention of the X-Files self-parody with the 
script "Jose Chung's From Outer Space." 

Season three no longer seemed to have its 
finger on the Zeitgeist paranoia the show har- 
nessed in the earlier seasons. Besides the brief 
respite of the episodes "Nisei" and "731," 
which begin with a sensationalized "alien 
autopsy" (an equally ridiculous fixture of the 
UFO scene) and weave a tale of a government 
that would rather learn from barbaric, Men- 
gele-type Japanese scientists than prosecute 
them for their World War II crimes, the season 
consisted of mostly "non-arc" stories. The 
departure has thrilled many of the show's 
legions of fans, but many of those who felt a 
kinship with Mulder's journey based on the 
reality of the UFO question seemed to simul- 
taneously breathe a collective sigh of longing 
for the days when the truth was not only out 
there but just barely out of reach. 

Luckily, season four began production in 
July and new sightings and denials surface on 
the news every day. New technology has 
revealed the potential for life on other planets, 
which has fueled a spate of speculative (but 
largely condescending) stories in the main- 
stream news; a millionaire has bankrolled a 
scientific study of the phenomenon by science 
professionals; the confusion in the former 
Soviet Union has revealed a hotbed of intrigu- 
ing UFO-related morsels; and, of course, the 
book is still not closed on the Roswell Incident, 
no matter what the Air Force says. □ 
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SPAWN 



Shadow Hawk repaint .. $12 00 

Cvgorrepaint .. 1500 

Cyber Violator 15 00 

She Spawn repaint . 1200 

Mendoza 12 00 

Frankenstein 12 00 

Blood Queen 12 00 

Assassin One 12 00 

Delta Commander . .12 00 

Tremor ... .1000 

Overtkill . 10 00 

Violator 10 00 

Medieval Spawn ... 10 00 

Spawn Unmasked ... . 15.00 

or Special case of 12 unmasked Spawn 100 00 

Ninja Spawn 10 00 

Spawn II .... 10 00 

Exoskeleton Spawn 10 00 
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QUANTITY SPECIALS 



JAMES BONO 



James Bond Toy 
Pistol .. 15 00 
James Bond Toy 
Pistol with 
Silencer 20 00 
James Bond Hand- 
cuffs (they really 
work! 15 00 
Special set of all 3 
for . 45.00 

James Bond T-Shirts . .15 00each Available Land XL 

Choose from. Pierce Brosnan 007 T- . 




Shirt (pictured above, left) 

"Bond. James Bond" T-Shirt (pic- 
tured above, center) 

Golden Eye logo T-Shirt (pic- 
tured above, right) 

"007" logo T-Shirt 
Golden Eye 007 logo Mug (black and gold) 

Classic 007 logo Mug (black and silver) 

007 logo Shotglass 6 00 007 logo Cap (white) 
007 Emblem logo on wool Cap (black and gray) .. 
Golden Eye logo Cap (black and red) 



eNi 



10 00 
12 00 
10 00 



STAR WARS 



Jaba the Hut Maquette by Illusive concepts 200.00 

Jabba The Hut Playset m White Picture Box $35.00 

Life size Yoda by illusive Concepts $375 00 

Admiral Ackbar Maquette by Illusive Concepts . .. 80.00 
Boba Fen Maquene by Illusive Concepts 1 75 00 

- Luke Skywalker with Yoda 9" doll by 

Applause 15.00 

Chewfbaccawith C-3POon back 11" 

^ Doll by Applause . ..15 00 

Han Solo in Stormlrooper outfit 10" 

Doll by Applause . 15(X) 

Set of 6 Star Wars PVC's with display 
platform in gift box by Applause 20 00 
Darth Vader ceramic figural mug m gift box by Applause 

... .... 1500 

Stormlrooper ceramic figural mug in gift box by Applause 

15.00 

Boba Fen ceramic figural mug in gift box by Applause 1 5 00 
C-3PO ceramic figural mug m gift box by Applause 1 5.00 
Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader limited edition Statuenes 
with pewterized finish and illuminating base, packaged in 

individual gift boxes 90 00 per set 

Star Wars Action Fleet Micro Vehicles by Galoob Choose 
from A-Wing, AT-AT, Snow Speeder, X-Wmg. Darth Vader. 
Tie Fighter and Imperial Shuttle Each 18 00 

Star Wars Droids Micro Figures Boxed Set by Galoob Each 
set contains 16 figures. Each set ..20 00 

NEW! Set of 4 Promotional figures with backdrop Available 
only through Pizza Hut in Australia Only $20 00 per set' I 

I Set of 3 Collector's steins by Dram 
I Tree with metal lid 

(includes Star Wars, Empire 
I Strikes Back, and Return of the 

Jedi) 75 00 per set 

Set of 3 Collector's hoffbrau fashioned in a space battle re- 
lief scene (includes Millennium Falcon Crew, Luke with 
Yoda, and Jabba Throne Room) 

75.00 per set 




Set of 9 limited 
e d i t 1 1 I o n 
8"xll" prints 
including 

B amtings by 
alph Mac- 
Quarne This set was only available with I 
the purchase of the limited edition Tnl- r 
ogy Movie Collectors boxed set. Quanti- 



Darth Vader deluxe stem featuring metal Darth 
Vader figurine on lid. Limited to 1977 pieces 
with certificate of authenticity (This will 
prove tobe Very Rare') $12500each 

Hamilton Collector's plates $30 00 each 
Choose from: Millennium Falcon Plate, TIE 
fighter Plate, Star Wars Trilogy Plate, Empire 
Strikes Back Trilogy Plate, Return of the Jedi 
Trilogy Plate. Shuttle Tydmum Plate. B-Wing 
Plate, Star Destroyer Plate, X Wing Plate 





Star Wars Space Battle Poster 8 00 * 

Darth Vader with Royal Guards 
Poster ... ... 8 

Burger Chef 1977 set of 3 Promotional Posters by Coca-Cola 

.... 20 00 per set 

SW Blue Prints (sealed) 1 0.00 

Set of 2 ROTJ Comb and Keeper (Landspeeder b Sy 
Snootles) ... 20 00 per set 

Sigma Hand Painted Ceramics all MIB 

C-3PO Picture Frame (MIB) . 30 00 

Action Figures. All MOC Power of the Force Luke Jedi 
Knight ,. . 175 00 

Power of the Force C-3PO with removable limbs 50.00 

Return of the Jedi 

Darth Vader 35.00 Klaalu 
Rancor Keeper 15.00 

R2-D2 With Sensorscope 

Princess Leia Combat Poncho . . 

Hundreds of Mmt loose figures 
Choose from C-3PO (Rem Limbs), 

AT-AT Commander, Pruneface, 

4-LOM (no gun), Call for others. 

Salacious Crumb in baggie .6 00 

( QUANTITY SPECIALS ) 

Shogun Warrior Die Cast Sky Arrow (case of 6) for 70 00 
14" Vinyl Godzilla Action Figure, by Horizon (boxed) 

5tor 100 00 

Nightmare Before Christmas 9" Santa Claus by Applause 
^3 for ., .50 00 




E T Earrings (set of 4 pairs). 5 sets (20 pairs) for 25 00 
ET Pins (set of 8), 2 sets (16 pms) for 1600 

12" Talking Robocop Doll with siren and light up eyes 
(MIB)2for 4500 

C 3PO (Removable Limbs) m Kenner Baggie lOfor 4000 
M-chael Jackson California Raisin 5 for 50 00 

Kirk b Picard on Horseback Diorama Special 3 for 

- 100 00 

Empire Strikes Back or Return of the Jedi Metallic Impres 
sions Limned Edition 20 Card Collector's Set 
Speciai3for 100 00 

Star Wars Dark Empire Set of 6 Metallic Cards by Metallic 
Impressions Special 3 for 35 00 

Enterprise with Nexus PVC Statuette by Applause 
Special Buy 5 or more for 6 00 each 

Enterprise PVC Ship packaged on display card by 
Applause Special - Buy 5 or more for 6 00 each 

Case 24 Beavis and Bullhead "No Class" Keychams Each 

$24 

Case of 6 Beavisand Butthead Mugs Each CASE $20 
Case of 24 Betty Boop Ceramic Pigunnes Includes 6 
different figumes Each 80 00 

Ren and Stimpv Graduate Plush Buy 3 or more sets Each 
set only 8 00 

Ren and Stimpy 3 Mug Set Buy 4 or more sets of Ren and 
Stimpymugs SPECIAL' Each set ONLY 10 00 

1976 Star Trek Phaser II Target Game Buy 3 or more 
Each ONLY 20 00 

Case of 8 Electronic Swarm Alem and Lasershot Predator 
SPECIAL' Each case ONLY 80 00 
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BATMAN 



GREMLINS 




Plush 14" Gizmo made ir 



• 2 Plush 14" Gizmos only $225 00 • 
plush 8" Gizmo (as above) 95 00 



Bioroid Terminator 
Lynn Mmmei 
Lisa Hayes 



33 / 4 "G.i. JOE 



Hundreds of 3^4" Loose G I Joe Figures available 
Call for information 

Hawk with Jet Pack in factory mailer bag 8 00 

Cobra Sea Ray 12 00 

Jinx (19871 action figure m factory bag with file card 8 00 
Quick Kick (1985) action figure m factory bag with Me card 



G I Joe Steel Brigade Personalized Mail Away figure 
Slrato Viper (1986) m factory bag with file card 
Ace (1983) m factory bag with file card 
Motor Viper (1986) m factory bag with file card 
Admiral Keel Haul (1985) in Wtory bag with file card 
Heavy Metal (1985) in factory bag with file card 




8 00 
8 00 
6 00 
1000 
6 00 
1000 
8 00 

G I Joe Figures on 
Action Force Cards 
$20 00 each Choose 
from Ripcord (1984). 

Blowtorch (1984), 
Firefly (1984). Torpedo 
(1983). Mutt 8 
Junkyard (1984) 



G.i. JOE ACTION FIGURES 

Ofl CARD $10 EACH: 

Chinese Carded G I. Joes - Choose from 
1983 Major Bludd 
1986 Lifeline 

1988 Tiger Force Roadblock 



1983 Duke 
1986 Dial Tone 
1988 Tiger Force Flint 
1991 Destro 



DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS 



Action Figures by UN 
$30.00 Each or 
Set of 7 for $175 00 
Choose from Kelek 
Evil Sorcerer. Zarak 
Evil Half Ore Assassin, 
Paralay Good Fighter 
Mage Elf, Warduke Evil 
Fighter, Elkhorn Good 
Dwarf, Ringeirun Good 
Wizard, Sirongheart 
Good Paliden 




TOY BIZ 



NEW' Flashback Senes X Men 10 00 Each Choose 
from Savage Land Wolverine. Bishop II, Omega Red II 
and Polaris 

Choose from Gideon. 
G W Bridge, Magneto I. 
Juggernaut, Weapon X. 
Wolverine. Cable. Apoca 

i lypse I. Cable ll. Cable III. 
Cable IV. Cable V, archan- 
gel. Cyclops II. Kane II. 
Professor X. X-Treme. 
Slayback. Sauron. Ran- 
dom. Kylun, Raza. Gnzzly. 
Senyaka, Mojo. Trevor Fitzroy. Bonebreaker, Silver 
Samurai. Krule, Gambit, Ms Sinister. Ahab, Longshot, 
Quark. Warstar. Corsair. Gladiator. Wolverine m 
Spacesuit, Wolverine Slreel Clothes, Banshee, Dr Octo- 
pus, Dr Doom. Captam America, Mr Sinister. Deathlok, 
Cyclops. Sunfire, Cameron, Hodge Phalanx. Senyaka, 
Wolverine Fang. X-Cutioner, Cable. Cyborg 10 OOea 




SUPPLIES 



Penguin (Batman Returns) 

Poison Ivy (Animated Series) 

Killer Croc (Animated Senes) 

Scarecrow (Animated Series) 

MEGO 1 2" Batman in box 
Remote controlled 8" Batmobile by ToyBiz 
BATMAN FOREVER 
• •NEW! 



D c 



REN £t STIMPY 



Dioramas by Applause 

P 




These beautiful dioramas bring to life great moments in- 
spired by the movie' They are limited to 5.000 pieces 
Choose from Batman vs The Riddler. Robin vs Two- 
Face, Batman and Robin 50 00 






NEW' Limited Edition 9" Pre-Pamted 
Cold-Cast Porcelain Crow Statue by 
William Merklien Limited to 5700 
pieces Each 145 00 



D C 



BETTY BOOP 




( ROBOTECH&MACROSS ) 

12" Lisa Hayes Doll $25 00 12" Dana Sterling 25 00 

Lunk Action Figure 20 00 

Ban Dai Fire b Valkyrie VF-1 1C 1/144 scale model Kit iBat- 
Iroid & Fighter Model) lOOOea 

Action Figures by Harmony Gold IMOC) Choose From 
Rook Bartley 20 00 Roy Fokker 10 00 

Dana Sterling 10 00 Rand 10 00 

Max Sterling 10 00 Zenraedi Powered Armor 

Robotech Master . 10 00 (Quadrono or Botoru Bat- 

1000 talion) 25 00each 

30 00 Mac II Destroid Cannon (Die 
10 00 Cast) 25 00 



HASBRO WWF 



Billy Gun 


20 00 


Rick Steiner 


10 00 


Yokzuna II 


20 00 




10 00 


Ludviq Borqa 


20 00 


Domk The Clown 


10 00 


Adam Bomb 


20 00 


Ted Dibiase III 


10 00 


Bart Gun 


20 00 


Hulk With Hulkaplex 


15 00 


Legion of Doom 


25 00 


Kamala, Shawn Michaels 


Typhoon 


15 00 


20 00 each 


Earthquake 


15 00 


Greq Valentme 


15 00 


3rd Ultimate Warrior 


15 00 




15 00 


Sot Slauohter 


15 00 


Rockers 


15 00 


TexasTornado 


15 00 




15 00 


Tatanka II 


10 00 


Bushwackers 


1500 


Hacksaw Jim Duggan II 


WWF electronic wrestling 






ring 


40 00 




Call For Others 





STAR TREK 



Star Trek Next Generation 9" Dolls by Playmates 
Choose from Picard m Spock 25 00 

♦ Dress Uniform 25 00 Kirk m Dress Uniform 25 00 

LaForge . .25 00 Lt Cmdr Data 20 00 

Guman 25 00 




976 Star Trek Phaser 
II Target Game Each 
35 00 



WIZARD OF OZ 



Wizard of Oz Collector's Dolls by 
Presents. Choose from: 

Set of 4 Wizard of Oz musical 

figurines by Enesco 100 00 per set 
14" Dorothy 35 00 14"TmMan 35 00 

14" Scarecrow 35 00 14" Lion 35 00 

l5"Giinda 45 00 l4"Wizard 35 00 

14" Wicked Witch 40 00 

.. 220 00 



I 



TOY STORY 




12" Talking Buzz Lightyear Doll 35 00 
16" Talking Woody Doll 35 00 

Electronic Buzz Lightyear Bank 30 00 
Toy Story Action figures Choosefrom 
Karate Buzz, Pl^ng Buzz, Kicking 
h| Woody. Quick Draw Woody ana 
J I Hamm Each 10 00 

_ _ K Toy Story Bendy Figures Choosefrom 

Woody and Buzz Each 5 00 

Toy Story PVCs Choose from Buzz and Hamm Each 5 00 



JOHN DiClCCO SO 



57 Bay Uieui Or.. Shrewsbury. MR 01 545 « 

For questions or reservations call: f508J 797-0023 
■•^24 HR FAX f508J 797*0099 • Hours Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. to 7 P.m.. Sat. 1 0 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Leave message anytime. CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY CALL I *800-505-T0ys 

PLEASE ADD $4 SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS - VISA. MASTERCARD. AMERICAN EXPRESS. DISCOVER. CASH. CHECK. OR MONEY 
ORDER ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL ORDERS PLEASE WRITE FOR SHIPPING CHARGES DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!! FAST SERVICE!! 

Send $2 for GIANT CATALOG including over 60 different toy lines! 



n Massachusetts visit our catalog showroom located lust minutes off 1-90 (Mass Pike) We’re open from 12 to 6 p m Mon thru I 
" ' ' ' lent (call us at |508)797-0u23) We're located at 70 James St.. Suite 119 in Worcester Proml-90get I 

It (north) Takeleft onto Oxford St Follow to James St Enterlst door, Istfloor of building. I 






Ren and Stimpy 10" Graduate Plush 
Ren in Graduate Outfit with "Send 
Money" sign and Stimpy in Graduate 
Outfil with ’’Kick Me" Sign Set of 2 

15 00 

Sel of 3 Ren and Stimpy Mugs Each box 
decorated as if you are looking in a 
trailer wmdow Including Professor Stimpy "You've got no 
class'. Ren "Hey. you did it man'" and Ren and Stimpy "Happy. 
Happy Joy, Joy " Each set ONLY $15 

( NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMA^ 

9" Santa Claus by Applause 25 00 each 

4" PVCs Choose from. Lock. Shock, Barrel! Ron-along 
Dr Finkiestem. and RoH-along Lock. Shock fa Barrel 
inTub 4 00 each 

Nightmare Before Christmas Pop-up Book Each , 25 00 
Choose from 3 different Pewter pms. Including Jack m his 
Coffm, Smiling Jack head or Standing Sally Each only 
10 00 

Choose from 4 different Pewter Pendents Including Lock, 
Shock and Barrel. Jack m Coffm. Sally Peering Out 
Window or Jack Cross Eachonly 1000 

Many Faces of Jack Pewter Bracelet Each 25 00 



( TRANSFORMERS ^ 




Sixshot 11986) 

65 00 

Cs/l Far Others 




14" Vinyl Godzilla Action Figure, 
by Horizon (boxed) . 25 OOea 
SPECIAL 5for 10000 



MISCELLANEOUS 



NEW!' Terminator super deform resin 
Statue 30 00 

NEW" Terminator 12" Vinyl Doll by 




NEW'! Wall Climb- 
ing Spider Man 
Ceramic 10" 
Statue 35 00 



Shogun Die Cast Sky Arrow (MIBI 

20 00 

California Raisms set of 4 5" Plush 
Bendy Raisins 20 00 per set 

Knight Rider Knight 2000 Car by ErtI 1/64 
scale 

Knight Rider Knight 2000 Car by Enl 1/25 scale 



PRICE GUIDES 




It's back, by popular damandni 

The Official Identification Guide 
to 12" G I Joe Dolls and acces- 
sories (1964-19781 Cover price 
was $75 Now only 35.00 

Special!" Order 4 or more 
guides for only $25 00 eachl 
(note this is not a price guide) 



Matchbox Toys <948- 1993 

1994 values. 400 color photos, paperback 223 pages by Johnson 
18.00 

Hot'Nheets. Tomarts 1993PnceGwde 
Hundreds of color pholos. dates, sizes, complete descriptions, 
multi-packs, gift sets, 142 pages, paperback by Strauss. Thou- 
sands of cars listed and priced . .. . 26 00 

d Joe Collectibles 

Toman's 1993 values, some color Paperback, 144 pages by 
Kilian & Griffith .24 00 

MEGO Toys, An Illustrated Color Value Guide 
112 pages, paperback 1500 

Star Trek ft Star Wars, Official Price Guide 
1992 values. 3rd edition, paperback . . 1000 

GlJoe Complete Encyclopedia 

Hundreds of photos, 1993 values. 445 pages, paperback by San- 
telmo . 24 00 

Tomart's Price Guide to Worldwide Star Wars Collectibles 
1994. thousands of photos 25.00 

Action Figure News b Toy Review's Guide to Collecting Loose 
figures Volume I 

Pictorial guide to completing loose figures including Star Wars. 
Super Powers, Secret Wars. Lord of the Rmgs, Simpsons and 
more 8 00 

( PEWTER BY RAWCLIFFE ) 

Star Wars Pewter figures Choosefrom 
Yoda. Wicket 1200each 

R2-D2, Luke. Han Solo, Princess Leia 15 00 each 

Emperor, Admiral Ackbar. Bib Fortuna, 

Gamorrean Guard . 18 00 each 

Stormlrooper, Boba Felt 20 00 each 

Chewbacca, Darth Vader. Ben Kenobi 25.00 each 

Darth Vader TIE Fighter with wood base .. 13500 

Millennium Falcon with wood base 11500 

X Wmg Fighter With wood base 95 00 

• •SPECIAL Set of above three vehicles for 300.00 

A-Wmg Fighter 40 00 

B Wmg Fighter . ,40 00 

Imperial Star Destroyer 65 00 

Tidiraum Shuttle Snowspeeder. Y-Wmg, 

Small X Wmg 45 00 each 

Small TIE Fighter 40 00 

C3PO Pewter 15 00 

Lando Cainssian Pewter 18 00 

Slave 1 Pewter 30 00 

Outrider Pewter 40 00 

Sail Barge Pewter 40 00 

( 3" VINYL FIGURES ) 



Set of 4 Addams family 

. 10 00 per set 
Set of 3 Crypt Keeper 
Figures . 10 00 per set 
Set of 4 Fimistones 

10 00 per sel 
Sel of 3 Gilligan's Island 
figures . 10 00 per set 






^ ^ I 



ALIENS /PREDATOR 



I Sat or any other time by appointment 
off at exit 10, take the 2nd Rt 12 exit (nc 



SPECIAL DEAL' Lasershot Predator or Swarm Alien only 
10 00 each 

Action figures by Kenner Choose from' Alien figures 
Snake Alien. Scorpion Alien. Panther Alien. Gonlla 
Alien. Night Cougar Alien, Wild Boar Alien 10 00 each 
Flying Queen Alien 15 00 

Alien Queen Digital Wfistwatch 15 00 

Power Loader 15 00 

Slmg XT-37 10 00 

Electronic Hover Tread Vehicle 
(3 electronic weapon sounds) 10 00 

EVAC Fighter .35 00 

Predator Figures Cracked Tusk Predator. Spiked Tail 
Predator. Scavage Predator. Stalker Predator 

lOOOeachV 





( ANCIENT IDOLS COLLECTIBLE TOYS I 

223 S. Madison St., Allentown, PA 18102 I 
^eU6m)^20^0805_Fd^^ 



X-Files 




1 French TV Guide magazine-lai^e 
size Gillian Anderson cover (Tele 
Loisirs) $35 

2. Government style Top Secret File 
folder (not an offic. X item) $15 

3, 1 2” record remix, by DJ Dado. UK- 
Paranormal Activity Mix. etc $29 
4. 3 song cassette single by DJ Dado - 
X-Files Theme remixes. UK $29 
5. 6 song CD by DJ Dado. X-Files 
Theme Dance remixes, UK $35 
6. X-Files Bookplates with 2 book- 
marics-seu UK2ditt Each $18 

7. Bookplates. UK 2 diff to choose scream or sky. (MIP) Each $20 

8. Bnbsh Comic Manga #2-magazine size with photo cover' $60 

9. Bntish Comic Manga #3-magazine size $45 

10. British Comic Manga #4-magazine size $40 

1 1. British Manga Comic#! lepnnt with pin back button (gold X on it) $45 

12. Flying saucer bunon-UK $29 

13. Mark Snow theme .song 12" record-3 versions of song. X-,sleeve $35 

14. Mark Snow theme song CD-3 versions of song $29 

15. Special Edition#! by Manga (UK) $10 

16. Wallet cards. UK-Set ofbditf.designs. Eye. ball, scream, etc $25 

1 7. Watch in tin from Europe-Face has an indiglow light! $99 

1 8. Bookmarks. UK-Set of 5 desigas $25 

19. Diary from Australia for 1996-little 
black book with big information' $39 

20. Japanese Video promotional pocket cal- 
endar 4 X 5” ( 1 995 ) $25 

2 1 . on cover of UK Radio Times Magazine 




Star Trek 




22. Postcard of *Tace.s” poster, from UK $5 

23. Postcards set of 12 diff postcards-all diff. 
shots $20 

24. Postcards s« of 2 large Pbstcardvstill sik' $9 

25. Bntish Video box "RireasK: Evidence Box" comes w/“SaTests of video $10 

26. Italy Comic Book Manga #1 . Large magazine size format $55 

27. Topps Album w/P-0 Promo. Topps $25 

28. Tc^ips Etched foil uncut sheet of 6 chase caids of the aimic covers $99 

29. Topps European box of trading cards-for France. Germany, etc. 
diffbox $75 

30. Topps Oversized promo, single (5”x7") P-3 in it $ 1 8 

3 1 . Topps promo card # 1 single $65 

32. Topps Promo card #3 single $29 

33. Tc^ips Promo card set for Senes ! . lrx:ludes cards P4) to P4 Mint $ 140 

34. Topps Store poster says “on sale here" $45 

35. Topps Trading cards .set, senes # I $ 1 8 

36. Topps Trading cards-full box. Topps $55 
.37 Clock from Europe! New' $79 



1 8" Doll- The Gorn by MEGO I970's 
-loose. Mint $139 

2 8" Doll- The Keeper, by MEGO 
loose. FX/NM $100 

3 Motion Picl Action Fleet Matl-away 
premium mobile-cardboard cut-outs(MlP) $45 

4 Motion Pici Admiral Kirk Figurine 
with paints.(79) by Whiting (MIP) $39 

5 Motion Picl Dr McCoy 3 ,3/4" Action Fig . 

Mego 79. MOC' $29 

6 Motion Picl Electronic Enterprise by Southbend. 
changes configurations (MIB) $250 

7 Motion Pict Kirk 3.3/4" Action Fig . Mego 79. MOC $29 

8 .Slrar Trek II- Wrath of Khan-Uncut sheet of 100 tradini 
cards from Monty (}um $49 

Record Album - Sound effects from Ong TV show. 1988 Crescendo (Sealed) $19 
Star Trek - Phaser Saucer gun, AHI 76. MOC $75 

Star Trek - Science Ofhcer Emblem patch. 1975 (MOC) cloth patch/TV style $20 
Star Trek - Space Glider - Action Games & Toys 77. UK MOC $95 
Star Trek - Utility bell by Remco. 1970*s- Phaser. Commun . & Tncorder (MIB) $120 
1967 ong Trek - Leaf card set. Dutch-like rare U S set. but a lot cheaper" 

Trading cards - TV show set. Topps 76. Mini/wrapper $225 
Viewmaster • reels. "Omega Glory". MPl $49 
"Q" 33/4" • action figure. Galoob 1988 (MOC) $80 

Next Generation - Wall clock In shape of comm pm. Wesco 95. UK, sealed $75 
Ferengi Fighter - Galoob MIB 1988 $60 

Trek Ships puzzle • choose from Next Gener or onginal Trek, from Elngland. each $20 
Shuttle Galileo -Galoob MIB 1988 $55 

Deep Space-9 - Press Kn for 94-95 season -photos, slides, bios, etc $85 
Next Generation - Backpack from England, by Dekker-(MIP) 1993 $39 
Star Trek Voyager - Indiglo Watch in tin from Europe Beautiful' $75 
Voyager • Star Trek Voyager 1st Season Press Kit-Photos. slides. Bios . etc $125 



ANCIENT IDOLS 
COLLECTffiLETOYS 

Retail Store Open at 
1216 Walnut in Allentown, PA 
Open Friday & Saturday 
10-4 p.m. 

*Note: V/e are no longer 
open Wednesdays.* 




Star Wars 



James Bond 007 







CALL FOR OTHER 

X-Files OEMS 
available!! 



^Catalog #7 Available 

Send: Your name, address & $3. photo 
illustrated catalog includes Universal 
Monsters, Star Wars, Star Trek. UFO. Captain 
Scarlet. The Avengers. Bond (X)7. Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.. Alien, G( Joe & Action Man (60s to 
today). Transformers. Battleslar Galactica. 
Aurora Model Kits. Batman & Superman. 
Spider-Man. Planei/Apes. Dark Shadows. 
Thunderbirds. Stingray. X-Files, Japanese TV. 
Action Figures. Model Kits. Books. Games. 
Movie & TV Collectibles. Sci-Fi. etc., etc. 1(XX) 
items. Send TODAY! 

1 ^ /\ 



3 Goldfinger - Aston Martin DB5 plastic 
Model Kit. I 24 Scale-by Doyusha (Japan) 
(MIB) with (K)7-fodd Job' $100 

4 You Only Live Twice Toyota 2000 plastic 
Model Kit.l 24 scale by Doyusha - with 007 -i- 
Kissy Suzuki figures (MIB) $100 

5 Thunderbail • Spectre Sub Tank Model Kit 
(JAPAN) MIB) $.30 

6 Goldeneye - C'orgi (die-cast) cars -Aston 
Martin DB5 or Onatop's Red Ferrari. liach is $35 

7 Moonraker - C’andy cigarette box 
(Empty) from Scotland- 1979 - $14 or 2 for $20 

8 Goldeneye - James Bond 
Guns by Ixmestar 

a) Walther PPK capgun 

b) Walther with Silencer 

c) Holster 

d ) Caps 

e) Hand-cuffs 
9 GoldenEye BMW Z-3 
die- cast, larae Scale $125 



I , Corgi- Silver (die- 
cast) Aston Martin 
DBS - with Tire 
slashers and revolv- 
ing license plate 
(MIB) $65 
2 Corgi - as above, 
but done in gold • lid 
Ed $70 ( Take both # 1 
-f #2 for $120) 



Call for prices 





1 Star Wars Watch Darth Vader with grey 
background. Bradley MIB 1977 $129^ 

2. Ben Kenobi 12 Back tig, MOC. card NM 
$225 

3 Chewbacca 12 Back tig, MOC. card Ex 
$185 

4 Chewbacca Tn-logo card/Retum of the Jedi 
(MOC) $39 

5 Death Squad Commander. 12 12 Back fig. 
MOC. card Ex, Kenner $200 

6. Ewoks-Logray figure (MOC) from Ewoks 
cartoon series-cai d EX $ 1 8 

7 Han Solo in trenchcoai action figure. (MOC) Tri-iogo 
card. $35 

8. Han Solo in Carbomte-Power of the Force figure- 
loose. NM$ 125 

9 Jawa i 2 Back fig. MOC, card EX $ 1 85 

10 l.uke Skywalker 12 back Action figure, 1977 Kenner, 
card C8 5/9 $325 

11 Snaggletooth 20 back fig., MOC, card E.x/NM $125 

1 2. Snaggletooth Spanish Jedi card. MOC. card Ex $45 

1 3. Sy Snoolles & the Rebo Band boxed set (tri-loeo) 
(MIB/Unused)$95 

14. C-3PO Collectors case. Sealed. MIB-Kenner 1983 
$75 

15 Cantina (UK) by Palitoy, diff. to U.S. ver- 
sion. scarce. $350 

1 6. Darth Vader TIE fighter-EX with outer 
box box VF $65 

17. Empire Str.Back Rebel 
Snowspeeder by Kenner 
(MIB/Unused) $139 

18. Return/Jedi Scout Waiker- 
EX. complete in VF box $75 

19. X-Wing loose VFcondi 
tion and not working $35 

20. Chewbacca 14" doll- 
loo.se. no accessories- Kenner, 
1978 $.32 

2 1 Darth Vader large 1 6” doll 
by Kenner, loose, complete & 
EX $79 

22. Han Solo 12" Doll. Kenner 
l970's.(Mint with no medal- 
box missing top flap) $295 



Reach us at the World Wide Web at http://www.ewtech.com/idols/ 
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The story of the Star Blazers, from beginning to end • Each of these 
Collector's Editions contains the 1 3 original volumes • Three complete but 
continuing series of science fiction adventures in outer space • An entire 
animated adventure, with nothing cut • Each story a separate plot • From 
the ground breaking Japanese animation movies and television programs 
• Includes the "lost" Bolar Wars episodes rarely seen on U.S. television 
because of limited distribution • Duplicated in real-time from new masters 
• Legendary animation that broke barriers and inspired imitators • 
Reproduced for English peaking audiences with U.S. actors • The classic 
trilogy packaged in sturdy, full color, gift boxed Collector's Editions. 



SERIES 1. 
The Quest 
for Iscandar 



The Comet 
Empire 



SERIES 3. 
The Bolar 
Wars 




SPACE 

SMBtSlr 




THE 




YiMm 

COLLECTION 



For the first time, the first five features in 
the legendary Yamato saga are available 
in a deluxe Collector's Edition, specially 
packaged and priced. Now you can own 
continuing stories spanning the years 2199- 
2203. See them from the first discovery of 
World War ll's famous battleship Yamato in 
it's watery graveyard to the last, heartbreaking 
look at Space Battleship Yamato returning to it's final 
resting place at the bottom of another ocean • Original movies • Original 
language • Original music and sound effects • Digitally enhanced from 
new masters. Duplicated in real time to assure sound and picture fidelity • New translations and English 
subtitles • BONUS: footage of the real battleship Yamato that was cut from the Star Blazers' "Quest For 
Iscandar" version of Space Battleship Yamato ‘Almost 12 hours of high adventure and ground breaking 
animation that changed the way science fiction fans look at animated space adventure. 



STAR BLAZERS COLLECTOR'S EDITIONS 

EACH 6 PACK: $159.95+$5.95 S/H 

ALL 3 SERIES: $449.95+$9.95 S/H 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



THE YAMATO COLLECTION 

$99.95+$5.95 S/H 



CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
Visa, Mastercard, Amex 

1 - 800 - 704-4040 

ASK FOR DEPT. M8 (NO canadian/foreign orders) 



PAY BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
VOYAGER ENTERTAINMENT, INC. P.O. BOX 44290 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15205 





Check this. It kicks ofF with a new generation of versatile programs that change 
identity on the fly. Icebreakers that can pull a quick switch and become entirely dif- 
ferent weapons at your discretion. Walls that can slap up code gate routines. 
Wallbreakers that can drop a sentry flat. The first limited-edition expansion set for 
Netrunner blows Into stores this fall. Fifteen-card booster packs filled with the latest street-tech 
and Industrial countermeasures. New innovations will put an edge on your game. 

Are you getting this, Wilson? Proteus is out there. You better run. 



1 5-card booster packs (mixed Corp and Runner): $2.95 MSRP / Wizards of the Coast® Customer Service: (206)624-0933 



Check out Webrunner II, The Forbidden Code online contest at http://www.wizards.com. 



©1996 Wizards of the Coast. Inc. Produced bv Wizards of the Coast. Inc. under license from R. Talsorian Games. Wizards of the Coast and Proteus are trademarks of WotC. Netrunner is a trademark of RTG. 








How Much Proof 
Do You Need? 



S ee actual photos of ghostly figures. 
Hear astonishing details of UFO 
abductions. Examine clinical 
evidence of spontaneous human 
combustion... and much more. It’s all 
here, on The Unexplained! 

The Unexplained is the most comprehensive 
examination of paranormal phenomena 
ever compiled on CD-ROM. 

With over 2 hours of 
amazing and terrifying 
sights and sounds, 

500 authentic stories 
and facts, and thousands 
of rarely seen photos. 

The Unexplained is a must for 
fans of the X-Files™ and Sightings: 




A Totally Unique Experience 

Immediately you’ll be immersed in these 
incredible stories and the interactive way 
in which they are presented. 

The intuitive interface allows you to inves- 
tigate any area of interest with just a click 
of a mouse button. See for yourself why 
CD-ROM Magazine said: “This is the best 
CD-ROM title I have seen this year.” 

Hot Link to Over 
30 Paranormal Related 
Web Sites 

From The Unexplained CD-ROM, make 
your connection directly to your favorite 
internet web sites. Find out about the 
latest UFO sightings, hauntings or other 
mysterious happenings. 

Call and order The Unexplained now and 
receive the FREE video offer: The Making 
of the “The Unexplained” as shown on 
TV Show “Sights & Sounds” Hosted by 
Star Trek’s," Jonathan Frakes. 

888-360-FLAG 




^FlagTower 

An interactive journey through time 




®1996 FlagTower. FlagTower and logo are trademarks of FlagTower Limited All other trademarks or registered trademarks are the property of then respective holders http //www. flagtower.com 






